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to work on increasing funds
Scientists with the Texas Agricul

tural Experiment Station were 
served a number of challenges here 
Wednesday, Jan. 4., including those 
of advancing technology and the 
constant problem of adequate fund
ing of research.

Dr. Neville P. Clarke, Experi
ment Station director, told about 
500 researchers from throughout 
the state that there has been a

change in thinking on providing 
money for research and that agricul
tural scientists will need to adjust to 
those changes.

Most funds in the past have been 
provided on a national level through 
the traditional Hatch Act formula- 
based system, Clark said. Increased 
emphasis is now being placed on 
competive research grants.

On the national and state level.

there is more demand for explicit 
details on how research money is to 
be used, said the director of the 
state’s agricultural research agency.

He added that President Carter’s 
balanced budget announcements 
may have a limiting effect on re
search support. He also said there is 
“similar caution on the state level.

Clarke urged Experiment Station 
scientists to communicate more ef-
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fectively with legislators represent
ing urban areas, to plan and detail 
research more efficiently, and to be 
sure that basic research is goal- 
oriented and related to the public 
good.

He said the Experiment Station’s 
current flexibility in research is 
“very fortunate.” He challenged 
conference members to maintain 
that advantage.
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The director also called for moiMgies
collaborative research within 
station, which he said is more in 
pressive to fund sources than an 
fragmented and individual researd) 
projects.

Clarke’s final challenge was a 
quest for improved communicatii 
with such sources of funds as busi 
ness and industry. pier tl

An impromptu appearance at ttftre tl 
conference was made by Dr. Janiatouj 
E. Miller, president of Texas A&Hgo w 
University and immediate pastifowni 
rector of the Experiment Static (rdfo 
Director Clarke presented the prt- igre r< 
ident with an engraved plaque layer 
recognition of Miller's “outstandi (forked 
leadership and dedicated service”k tony n 
the station. Isiarea

Following the presentation, M ereste 
ler told the group that the A&S hursd 
Board of Regents appreciates an i go, i 
wants “top flight agricultural it'onigli 
search. ” T lople.

He said that as president hei [The 
meeting many leaders in business gh26 
industrial and scientific fields wl tonl; 
tell him A&M graduates ai mpts 
superior and perform well in the 35 fi 
careers. argin

The guest speaker at the confet Mete 
ence’s opening session was T.J. Bi ig lin 
low, chairman of the board and chi! y. F( 
executive officer of the worlcl&Ms 
largest oilseed crusher — Anderst pec. 6, 
Clayton and Company of Houston yat’

He described the Experimet Both 
Station’s research and developm« fecial 
(R&D) as “impressive and out stain ilidate 
ing,” and essential to agriculture rm a 
economic health. He noted thi [yans 
U.S. agricultural exports are help ents 
ing “keep this country afloat’ an adenl 
are paying for much of the oil in itil M 
ports from the Middle East. enty

ithga
R&D is costly and time consul 

ing, whether it is with the Texas '^■st th 
ricultural Experiment Station; jg p 
Anderson, Clayton and Compan®jes,
but the need is always there, tl U 
speaker emphasized.
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