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Volunteers serving around the world:
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Peace Corps is changing, healthy
By PAUL BARTON

Until John Kennedy remem
bered it in the spring of 1961, the 
Peace Corps existed only as a for
gotten campaign promise.

The corps was a dazzling idea. 
American volunteers would live in 
underdeveloped countries, aiding 
natives in their battle against 
hunger, poverty and illiteracy. 
Acclaim rang out from all corners 
as volunteers, especially the 
young, rushed to join.

Today, although it no longer re
ceives the publicity it once did, 
the Peace Corps remains a healthy 
organization. But it has changed in 
some important ways. Established 
as an arm of the State Depart
ment, it became a par t of Action, 
the federal volunteer service 
agency, in 1971. In addition, it no 
longer accepts volunteers as freely 
as it once did.

While it once had an enlistment 
of 15,000, the Peace Corps today 
numbers approximately 6,000. 
However, Dwight Linsley, Texas 
A&M’s campus Peace Corps repre- 

[ sentative, says this number reflects 
increasingly selective recruiting 
practices, rather than a decrease in 
interest.

In contrast to 1961, today’s 
Peace Corps demands more than 
just the minimum age of 18 and a 
willingness to serve. Although a 
college degree isn’t mandatory, 
Linsley says a volunteer has a slim 
chance of being accepted without 
one unless he already possesses a 
skill the Peace Corps can use. Ac
cepted applications now usually 
come from persons trained in vital 
areas such as medicine or agricul
ture.

“We re really looking for skills, 1 
said Wayne Snyder, a regional re-' 
continent specialist for Action. 
“Most of the people who go into 
the Peace Corps today have their 
college degrees.

Snyder said at Texas A&M most 
Peace Corps volunteers come horn 
the College of Agriculture, holding 
degrees in fields ranging from 
entomology to range science. The 
second largest number come from 
business Helds, followed by educa
tion.

Linsley said the corps accepts 
people with degrees in other areas 
as well, often training them to 
handle specific jobs. For the future 
he sees the Peace Corps accepting 
more bachelor of arts degree hold
ers, a practice that was common 
before the organization became 
skill-oriented during the Nixon 
years.

Snyder said the Peace Corps’ 
changing standards mirror the 
changed attitudes of college stu
dents since 1961. Today’s 
graduates, as opposed to those of 
previous years, are much more in
terested in “tangible skills,” he 
said. “The college student of the 
“77-‘78 variety is much more grade 
conscious. They’re caring about 
their future. ’’

Linsley, a Peace Corps volun
teer in the Philippines in 1969- 
1972, said agriculture remains a 
“scarce skill area” for the Corps. 
This largely explains why the 
Peace Corps put a full-time repre
sentative at Texas A&M, he said.

Peace Corps recruiting at Texas 
A&M was not very successful a few 
years ago, Linsley said. He added 
that recruiting has picked up re
cently, attributing the increase to 
the university’s increased participa
tion in programs dealing with 
international problems.

Why would a graduate student 
want to enter the Peace Corps? 
Graduates feel the corps gives 
them a chance to travel and to be
come fluent in a foreign language. 
Most importantly, it gives them an 
immediate chance to utilize their 
newly learned skills in an impor
tant way.

Linsley agreed that a person in 
the Peace Corps with little experi
ence in his field “could be in a 
position of a lot more responsibility 
than he would be if he were in a 
starting level job with a big busi
ness concern here.

Tito French, a Texas A&M

graduate student working on his 
doctorate in horticulture, confirms 
this view. While serving in El Sal
vador in 1973-75, he helped estab
lish a multiple cropping system for 
small farmers, enabling them to 
grow various vegetables in addition 
to their base crops of corn and 
beans. French said the farmers 
were able to use the vegetables as 
a money crop.

“It was tremendous practical ex
perience, said French. “I was 
able to put into practice what I 
was learning in the classroom. 
There’s no way I could have gotten 
that experience in the U.S. in that 
short a period of time.

But what about the humanitarian 
aspect of the Peace Corps? In 1961 
Newsweek magazine called it “the 
youthful dream of forging a better 
world. Is this still an attraction?

Linsley said he can’t imagine a 
Peace Corps volunteer who isn t 
concerned about people. But he 
added that an interest in learning 
more about other countries or a 
desire to have an adventure were 
also legitimate reasons for volun
teering.

He also said most Peace Corps 
volunteers are well received in a 
host country.

“They’re much better accepted 
than the average American,”

Linsley said. “They’re there saying 
that they are interested in people 
and don’t want to exploit them.”

Carla Shearer, a health educa
tion specialist for the Texas Ag
ricultural Extension Service, 
agreed. She was a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Panama in 1967-69. 
“Once they found out you were 
with the Peace Corps they were 
very receptive and warm,” said 
Shearer.

During her stay in Panama, she 
said, she was referred to as “one of 
Kennedy’s children.” Shearer said 
the term symbolized the love and 
respect Panamanians and Latin 
Americans in general had for John 
Kennedy.

Linsley said the program “gives 
other people a different way of 
looking at Americans,” and added 
that he once heard a Peace Corps 
staff director in the Philippines 
remark, “If that was all the Peace 
Corps accomplished, it would be 
worth it.”

However, natives have a hard 
time understanding the motives of 
Americans. “They have a hard 
time trying to figure out why an 
American with all the fantastic 
things that they think there are in 
this country would want to come 
to where they are,” Linsley said.

Can a Peace Corps volunteer

become frustrated? “If you go into 
it with the attitude you’ll change 
the world you’re going to be dis
appointed,” Linsley said. “Things 
don’t work as well in an underde
veloped nation as they do here. 
You’ve got to learn to put up with 
up that kind of frustration. You 
need to have small goals and a lot 
of patience.”

He said success or failure in a 
Peace Corps assignment is up to 
the individual volunteer. Accord
ing to Linsley, volunteers have a 
lot of freedom overseas and can 
choose whether to work hard or 
not. “Every situation is unique,” 
he said.

Shearer also thinks a volunteer 
must guard against frustration.

“I didn’t change the community 
in two years, ” she said. “I wouldn’t 
say flatly I came back frustrated; I 
would say I wished I had done 
more than I did.” Among her ac
complishments she listed both 
good public relations work and 
friends she made for the United 
States.

One thing that hasn’t changed 
about the Peace Corps is the ex
perience of culture shock faced by 
volunteers.

“There are a lot of things you 
take for granted here that are not 
available there,” said Linsley,

mentioning the scarcity of running 
water and electricity he 
encountered in the Philippines. “It 
changes your perspective on life in 
this country.”

The Peace Corps remains a 
two-year program and volunteers 
continue to receive both living and 
readjustment allowances. The liv
ing allowance is given to the vol
unteer while he is abroad. In 1976 
it ranged from $113 to $470 a 
month, depending on the country 
he served in. Snyder said the 
money is issued in the currency of 
the host nation and is “geared to 
be a middle income allowance in 
that given country.”

The readjustment allowance, on 
the other hand, is given to the 
volunteer when he returns to the 
United States.

When Peace Corps members re
turn to the United States they still 
have to worry about finding a job. 
French, said the ex-Peace Corps 
volunteer is at an advantage when 
it comes to negotiating a starting 
salary because of his two years of 
service.

French added that a volunteer 
can accrue non-financial benefits as 
well.

We Buy All Books!
Bring your out-of-date books, 
with your new books & we’ll 
make you an offer on all your 
books (including paperbooks).

UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE
“AT THE NORTH GATE”

409 UNIVERSITY DRIVE — COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

TEXT BOOKS 
CALCULATORS 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
AGGIE GIFTS & 
SOUVENIRS

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods. 

Each Daily Special Only $1.59 Plus Tax. 
“Open Daily’’

Dining: 11 AM to 1:30 PM — 4:00 PM to 7 PM

MONDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Salisbury Steak 
with

Mushroom Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 

Your Choice of 
One Vegetable

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

Mexican Fiesta 
Dinner

Two Cheese and 
Onion Enchiladas 

w/chili
Mexican Rice 

Patio Style Pinto Beans 
Tostadas 

Coffee or Tea
One Corn Bread and Butter

WEDNESDAY 
EVENING SPECIAL
Chicken Fried Beef 

Steak w/cream 
Gravy

Whipped Potatoes and 
Choice of one other 

Vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread and Butter 

Coffee or Tea

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 
Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 

Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread 
Tea or Coffee

FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w/TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL
“Yankee Pot Roast

Texas Style”
Tossed Salad 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

“Quality First”

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter - 
Coffee or Tea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable 
Tea or Coffee

AN ENTERTAINING 
BREAK

The Aggie Players’ 
special extra production 

of

SLeOTU
The Sophisticated Super ! 

ANTHONY SHAFFER

IVI.S.C. BASEMENT 
DEC. 8, 9, lO - 8:00 p.m.

ALL SEATS $1.BO 

Tickets At The Ooor

Charles 
Ellison

Western Wear 
in Franklin
Open 8:30-6:00 Mon.-Sat.

Hundreds of shirts, jeans and 
boots
Men’s Wrangler “No Fault”
Denim Jeans

$10.75
($8.99 With TAMU Student I.D.
Dec. 1-Dec. 10)
Men’s Levi Denim Flare Jeans 

$10.99
Men’s Levi Denim Flare Jeans

$10.99
Lady Wrangler “Boy-O-Boy” Jeans

$13.99
Tony Lama Boots (nat. cow)

$39.95
Wrangler Kid Jeans (sizes 1-7)

$6.50
Levi Big Bell $12.99
Goose Down and Leather Boots
Resistoi Hats (hand shaped)
OPEN EACH FRIDAY NIGHT UNTIL 9 TIL CHRISTMAS

VfSA*

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

tune

CAR
ALL TUNE-UPS UNDER *3200

ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT FOR TAMU STUDENTS
GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS OR 6000 MILES

'4fA

0f>r<rs
3213 S. COLLEGE AVE. NEAR VILLA MARIA

MON. 12-7 TUES.-SAT. 8-7 
822-5502

Samson ** PfeHlq/i fiRst state Bank
HEARNE, TEXAS 77859

PROFESSIONAL
HAIR

DESIGN
1510 Holleman 
College Station

693-1772
Sebring

MEMBER FDIC

UniPerm
PRIUSION FIRMING SYSIIM

Judy Fondy, Vickie Matthews, George 
Ann Hoke, Jane Kroll, Kathy Grimes, 
Judy McCann.

> Tired of a long bus ride?
> Fed up with driving so far to class?
> Afraid of losing your deposit?

Now You Can Make Your Move!
» We guarantee your loss of deposit 
» Shuttle Bus Route - 10 minute walk 
» Friendly & Helpful Staff

— Ask for Betty or Sylvia —

•Id College Main Apartments]
4302 College Main 846-2089

The Christmas season is a welcome break from the pressure of everyday living -- an 
especially good time to count our blessings and to be thankful for many things we 
cherish, but take for granted. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your interest in our bank and invite you to visit with us again soon.

A final decision on the bank's anticipated move to College Station is pending. When 
final approval is received, the bank will move to its new location at 1501 Texas Avenue 
(next to the Holiday Inn South) in College Station.

May your heart be filled with the Christmas spirit and may you enjoy a healthy, 
prosperous and Happy New Year.

Ypurs truly.

S
Ypurs truly,

James E. Scamardo
President


