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m/Power companies negotiate sales 
o halt rising fuel costs in Texas
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lUSTIN — Texas’ Public Utility 
jnmission ordered power com- 

ies across the state to begin 
lotiations to arrange sales of 
[ap electricity to utilities facing 

generating costs, Wednesday. 
|he three-man commission also 

roved 2-1 a $44.1 million, 13.2 
Icent increase in electricity rates 

the Texas Electric Service Co. 
tommissioner Garrett Morris ar- 
ied unsuccessfully for a $32.2 mil- 

increase. He said TESCO’s cus

tomers are being assessed too high a 
portion of host for construction of 
new lignite and nuclear-powered 
plants.

Morris also said TESCO custom
ers are entitled to credit for profits 
the Fort Worth based utility makes 
on sales of its cheap excess power to 
other utilities.

Commissioner Alan R. Erwin said 
state officials can determine how the 
proceeds from sales of excess power 
will be used when utilities began

submitting contracts worked out by 
negotiators.

Erwin proposed the resolution 
pushing well-off utilities to sell elec
tricity to other power companies as 
a way to curb spiraling costs in areas 
facing excessive fuel costs.

During September, for example, 
an Austin resident paid $47.48 for 
1,000 kilowatts of electricity com
pared to $30.85 paid by a Fort 
Worth resident using the same 
amount of power.
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are exempted as are all federal, 
le, city and school district prop- 
jty. Veterans are eligible for a re
action in assessed value based on a 
ircentage of a service-connected 
lability.

[There is also an agricultural 
Imption, and in the Consolidated 
lool district it is causing a lot of 
luble.

Nearly everything around here 
[poor land of low productivity,” 
J Butler. “Most of the land in the 
trict is unsuited for crop pro- 
ktion.” In order to cpialify for the 
Imption, a farmer must spend

over half his time and get over half 
his income from working the land. 
Because of the poor quality of the 
soil, raising cattle is the main ag
ricultural land use and most farmers 
supplement their income with a job 
in town. Only 24 parcels of farm 
land have qualified for the agricul
tural exemption out of 977 within 
the district. That is about two and a 
half percent.

For those taxpayers irked enough 
to complain their revaluation was 
too high, a board of equalization, 
independent from the tax office and 
school board, is set up every year to 
investigate.

During eight days of open hear
ings in August, 275 people appeared

before the board and some 771 
properties were reviewed. Of that, 
337 properties were lowered in as
sessment value, 10 were raised and 
424 properties remained un
changed. The school districts total 
value changed by $11,509,650, rep
resenting a loss of four and a quarter 
percent.

“The only recourse a citizen has 
now,’’ Natowitz said, “is to go 
through the courts.

“It is my feeling that the assess
ment is a fair and equitable as it can 
be. I think that he (Ellis) has done a 
fairly reasonable job.’

Natowitz summed up his feelings 
about the revaluation, “I think we 
were long overdue.”

Austin’s municipal power 
generators VO-ere operating at near 
capacity, Erwin said, while more 
than 40 percent of TESCO’s 
generating plant remained idle & 
“costing its ratepayers but bene
fiting them little.”

TESCO officials and representa
tives of Houston Lighting & Power 
Co., Texas Power 6c Light, Dallas 
Power 6c Light, Gulf States Utility 
Co., El Paso Electric Service Co., 
Central Power & Light of Corpus 
Christi, West Texas Utility, and 
municipal utilities in Austin, San 
Antonio and Brownsville, endorsed 
the plan to push economy sales.

A spokesman for Central Power 6c 
Light and West Texas Utility said 
economy sales have saved Central 
customers more than $6 million in

the past two years and delayed the 
need for an increase in rates charged 
West Texas customers.

Frederick H. Ritts of Washing
ton, attorney for Tex-La Electric 
Cooperatives, opposed the move, 
saying the Utility Commission lacks 
the authority to issue such a direc
tive without adopting a formal rule 
on economy sales.

“I think the resolution is a public 
statement of our desire to tell the 
utilities of this state to try to work in 
the direction of trying to furnish 
electricity as cheaply as possible to 
citizens of this state, ’’ said Commis
sion Chairman George Cowden.

“We are paying through the nose 
for our own energy needs and if 
there is a way to reduce costs, we 
must identify it and utilize it,’’ 
Erwin added.

EXTENDED
By popular demand, the free head and shoulders 
portrait sitting offer has been extended through 
November.

If you didn’t receive your coupon over the summer, call for 
details.
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Manor East Mall 822-2092
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ENTOMOLOGY/./ ENTOMOLOGY/» 

( BUILDING ) Find the Aggie 
Peace Corps 

Office!
Use this little map 
to locate the Soil 

and Crop Sciences 
and Entomology 

' “gf Building, Room 239, 
or

Phone 845-7111

-. .And find out why 
Peace Corps needs Aggies!

Looking For Something Different?

id
any that 
ire mur- 
iting her 
a Davis, 
t periods 
ets using 
s on the

For Battalion Classified 
Call 845-2611

Try The Pawn Shop.

Texas State Pawn Shop
LOANS ON ANYTHING OF VALUE

BARGAINS IN GUNS, DIAMONDS, 
SPORTING GOODS, TV’S, STEREOS, CB’S

3511 Texas Avenue Bryan, Texas 77801 
(713)846-3228
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just say the 
secret n^ords 
and kou’II get 
/our fole/’s 
charge account.

We at the big store don't think you 
students are a bunch of no-accounts.
You deserve a better break, so we'll 
gladly give you a Foley's charge card.
And, overhaul your brakes (for a 
minimum additional charge.)
Just say the secret words, "Yes, I'm 
a junior, senior or graduate student, 
and can prove my classification," and 
you'll get your Foley's account. Then 
you can charge anything from animal 
crackers to a night at the opera to 
your Foley's account.
Fill in and return the attached form 
today. You can bet your life your 
Foley's card will be sent to you imme
diately. And, that's a pretty fair deal 
for 130 and a few minutes 
of your time.

Send this application to: Foley's Credit Dept., P.O. Box 1971, 
Houston, Texas 77001.
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First name Initial Last name
Local address....

Citv Stott?

Home Address

City State

Age_________ Married □ Spouse’s name

Unmarried □ SeparatedD Phone no______

Maj. Subject______________________

Class status: Jr. □ Sr. □ Grad. □

University/College_______________
Parent, guardian

or nearest relative________________

Name Phone no.

Number and Street 

Bank at__________

City State Zip

Checking □ Savings □ 

Loan □

Have you or your spouse ever had a Foley's account?-------

If yes, account number or Name_______ :_____________________

Date___________ Signature ____________________________________

f*l *loTeys


