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Public speech classes present at A&M for 100 years
By BEVERLY MANJEOT

Whether they’re “shooting the 
bull' with their roommates, con
versing with professors about low 
grades, or gossiping with friends at 
the Dixie Chicken, Texas A&M 
University students have proved 
they like to talk.

Since the beginning of the 
English department almost a 
hundred years ago, Speech Com
munication has been taught at Texas 
A&M. It is a humanistic and scien
tific field of study, research and ap
plication.

“Public speaking isn’t just getting 
in front of an audience and giving an

oral speech,” said Dr. Josh Crane, 
associate professor in the English 
department. “A good public speaker 
should not only be able to give a 
variety of public speeches very well, 
but he should also know what he is 
doing and why he is successful. He 
needs to know how to analyze a 
pubilc speech.”

In the current fall catalog there 
are three courses listed under 
Speech. The most popular class is 
Public Speaking 403, said Crane.

“Public Speaking 403 has 30 sec
tions and almost 650 students each 
term. We coidd possibly have over

1,000 students in the fall,” Crane 
said.

Crane said his primary respon
sibilities as “multicourse chairman 
are to further develop the speech 
teaching field by adding more 
classes to the curriculum, develop
ing a speech degree program, con
sulting with various departments so 
the new courses will reflect the 
needs of students in those areas and 
making recommendations regarding 
the hiring of more speech teachers.

“We re planning a degree in 
teacher education that will help 
elementary and high school 
teachers,” Crane said.

The the new courses going 
through the lengthy approval pro
cess are: Principles of Speech 
Communication which involves 
theory and practice of human com
munication; Technical Speaking and 
Speech Writing (404), which in
volves writing, developing and de
livery of technical material through 
speechs using multi-media equip
ment; and Group Communication 
and Discussion (409), which in
volves interview principles and 
techniques, roleplaying and 
problem-solving.

“It takes about a year before a 
proposed course is accepted be

cause the bureaucracy is unbelieva
ble, Crane said. “So far, however, 
everything is going remarkably 
smooth,” said Crane.

Last December, Crane attended 
a speech communication conven
tion, a national convention for all 
people interested in speech com
munication, in San Francisco. The 
convention is divided into three 
parts, a “slave market” for people 
looking for work, an organizational 
business meeting and the reading of 
outstanding academic papers, said 
Dr. John Powers, a speech profes
sor.

Crane went to interview people

interested in filling two speech 
teaching positions available in the 
Texas A&M English Department.

He made his recommendations to 
Dr. David H. Stewart, head of the 
English department. From these 
recommendations, Stewart selected 
Dr. Dorothy Kirn, instructor and 
director of the Debate and Foren
sics Team, and Dr. Powers, who 
teaches speech with an emphasis on 
drama.

As “multi-course chairman,” 
Crane said, he is also concerned 
with rooms and instructors, getting 
video tape equipment to use in par
ticipative speech programs and find

ing a way to eliminate the wide 
vergence in grading techniques lie 
tween professors.

“Public speaking is a very compl 
cated process,” Crane said. “A goo 
constant public speaker must thin! 
about what he’s doing, watch 
self, listen to himself and watdili; 
audience. He needs to lookintotln 
whites of his audience’s eyes.”
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and BRYAN, TEXAS

Double S&H Green Stamps every Tuesday wrth^ZSOor more purchase.

In the industry division, govern 
ment has grown faster than any 
the others. From 1960 to 1974, 
number of government employ 
increased from 8.4 million to 
million, a 70 per cent increase. Ml 
of this growth was at the state am 
local levels.

Goods-produeing industries as 
predicted to have slower inerew 
in jobs than the industry division.

For example, agriculture, wl| 
until the late 1800s employed 
th an half o f all workers in t® 
economy, employed about fourpe 
cent or 3.5 million workers in Iffl 
The hook stated that although! 
worldwide demand for food nil 
rise, farm employment will cohfjl 
to decrease because of increase 
technology.

According to Daniel Harrison, 
reference librarian in the doci 
ments division, the hook is heanl 
used.

So you want to repair eleclii 
signs? Well the outlook is good 
“More signs will be neededasnei 
businesses open and old ones 
tend and modernize,” states 
book.

But the outlook for bowling pi 
machine mechanics is not so 
“Bowling machine pin mechani 
were employed in every state k 
jobs are scarce; although openiij 
should be available as a medial 
evnnoe. ” the book states.

Openings
limited
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Optometry, podiatry, dentisli individi

and pharmacy school applicants i
not generally come from the pool jobswh

themedical school hopefuls, Schroeli 
said. Each of these schools liasi after th 
admissions test, such as the Deagform th 
Admissions Test (DAT).

Schroeter said he tries to nul match 
students aware of all their optii ^tiH 
when they come to him for ad* \ygU|-> 

“What 1 tell a student whohasi p( 
been accepted into medical set* ni, 
depends on the student, ” he said 
try to he candid. I don't try to 
hide anybody. 1 try to evaluate 
student’s credentials.

Schroeter also said he advii S(,
students to choose a curricw tlie u](j
based on their alternative choice!

Pacific storn 

brings high 

winds, seas

eoncep
roles.

United Press Internatiom 
A deadly Pacific storm, descrik 

as one of the worst in 15 
swept the Washington coast Ti* pliysjCa 
day with wind gusts of up to H 
mph, kicking up 20-foot waves,

Down the coastline, it was on 
those days Southern California 
like to brag about: spotless, su* 
drenched skies with summerytfl* J 
peratures in the upper 80s and®

Gale warnings remained in efe fj 
for coastal areas of the Pact 
Northwest today and travelers 
visories were posted for the Case* 
Mountains, where the storm’srk 
turned to blowing snow.

Heavy rains in the Cascat 
prompted flash flood watches fori 
Snoqualamie, Snahomish and N) 
sack rivers, which were ap 
bank-full early today.

The storm’s high velocity v/il | 
blew a canopy from a pickup W 
crossing the Tacoma Narrc* 
Bridge and sent it smashing W 
car driven by Lisa McKell, 20. r 
died of head injuries.

The National Weather Serd1 
which described the storm as on* 
the fiercest in 15 years, clocked 
gust at Rattlesake Ridge, Wash 
125 mph. The winds averagedih 
80 mph. Waves broke from 14# 
feet above normal.

In Seattle, falling trees i! 
branches knocked down 
lines, causing numerous outage* 
tens of thousands of resident 
gust shattered a large glass pfojf, 
the Seattle City Light Bui#1 J 
where extra workers were haP 
emergency calls, but no one 
jured.

In the Seattle suburb of Ne"! 
Hills, the plastic bubble coveria* 
municipal swimming pool coll 
but the swimmers scramble 
safety.

The Coast Guard fought high 
most of the day trying to tow a1 
derless 45-foot fishing trawl# 
safety. Most vessels, however, 
inport when the storm struck 

In Southern California, »’ 
desert winds funneled through 
mountain passes and swept 
clear of clouds and pollutants
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