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Lab formed to fight growing 
student writing deficiencies

By PHYLIS WEST
Whether you are interested in 

writing creatively, writing a better 
research paper thesis or disserta
tion, learning to teach composition 
courses or just improving your writ
ing skills, the Writing Lab at Texas 
A&M can help you.

The lab is not just for students de
ficient in writing. It is open to 
undergraduate students, graduate 
students, professors and teaching 
assistants interested in indi
vidualized writing instruction. The 
Texas A is M English Department of
fers the writing lab as a course for 
the first time this fall. It originated 
as a pilot program three years ago, 
said Ray Leighman, director of the 
writing lab, and is a supplement to 
beginning composition courses.

Student recommendations have 
contributed much to the program’s 
success, said Leighman. He added 
that many students learn of the pro
gram through friends who have 
taken the lab arid found it beneficial 
in some of their courses. At the end 
of last summer, 1,500 A&M stu
dents had used the* writing lab.

The trend across the nation indi
cates a writing deficiency among 
many college students. Many uni
versities are offering more writing 
labs and writing courses; and more 
students are taking them.

While universities such as the 
University of Wisconsin and the* 
University of Maine arc just begin
ning to require proficiency tests to 
determine a student s need for writ
ing labs, other universities are 
stressing flic1 importance of more ad
vanced programs. Cornell Univer
sity, for example, has created the 
country’s first deanship for the in
creasing student writing problem. 
In addition, particular attention 
among many universities has been 
to make these labs major-oriented as 
well as career-oriented.

Texas A&M has only a small per
centage of students who take the lab 
to meet proficiency test require
ments, or are referred by their in
structors to improve their writing 
skills. Fewer than five per cent of 
the entering freshmen are predicted 
to need remedial help.

The Writing Lab would be bet
ter described as a compensatory 
program, a skills course restricted to 
complex problems, which are broad 
in scope and deep in coverage, ” said 
Leighman, adding that the course is 
not emphasized as remedial at 
A&M.

Many students have specific writ
ing projects to work on during their 
lab, ranging from creative writing 
for freshmen to graduate students 

king on their thesis or disserta
tions.

The course is also used to train 
teachers for work in other labs ac
ross the country, or to help faculty 
members with writing problems.

Each student’s particular 
strengths and weaknesses must be 
evaluated to determine his writing 
level, said Leighman. Some stu
dents must first acquire remedial 
skills in spelling, organization or 
mechanics before they can move on 
to more challenging projects.

Directed studies, or individual 
teachers working with individual 
students, are a major source of in
struction and make up at least 25 
per cent of the course. Video 
equipment and tapes are used for 
teaching the basics.

"The advantage is the program’s 
flexibility,’ said Dr. Forrest D. 
Burt, director of freshman English. 
He said the course offers up to three 
credits and can be taken several 
times on a pass/fail basis.

Offering the writing lab as a 
course will provide funds to pay for 
staff and upkeep of facilities. Cur
rently, the course is conducted on a 
volunteer basis with Leighman as 
the only permanent staff member. 
So far the budget has remained 
under $6,000, less than one dollar 
for each student enrolled.

Leighman said he hopes the En
glish Department can offer an ex
tensive summer writing lab to fu
ture students.

Do Something 
For Your Career:
Investigate Learning 
To Fly With Our Special
DISCOVERY - If you want to give
■JIV VfVVVin YRmIv* your career a boost, come
m VJkvTal A • • • RDOAJ on out and get the full story 

_ _ _ _ * of how you can get your
Vlll llllf pilot's license through our Cessna Pilot Center 

Program. It's the most efficient pilot training 
system in the world. While you're with us you 

can actually fly an airplane by taking our 
special, DISCOVERY FLIGHT. When you have 

earned your Private Pilot's license, you're 
eligible to enter the $300,000 TakeOff Sweep- 

stakes. See us for complete details. No 
purchase necessary. Void where prohibited

by law.

Brazos Aviation

Cessna^
PHOT CENTER

Easterwood Airport 846-8767

When you can’t think 
of the one right word, 
think of the right two.

The all newRoget’sThesaurus.
$11 95 thumb-indexed 
$10 50 plain

T.Y. CROWELL
10 East 53rd St 
New York. NY 10022
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PUT SOUND IN YOUR 
AUTO WITH A CAR 

STEREO FROM 
AGGIELAND’S 

LEADING AUDIO 
DEALER:CR CUSTOM mm SOUNDS

PMOIMGQR

KP-212. Economy car stereo. Side-loading cas
sette player for under-dash or glove compart
ment. But small size doesn’t mean we scrimped 
on features. Fast forward, rewind, on/off indi
cator light. Separate volume, balance and tone 
controls.

List $94.95

TP-6001. Beautify your dash. This 8-track with 
AM/FM stereo fits right in. Automatic and manual 
program change. Volume, balance and tone 
controls. One switch mode control. Integrated 
circuits for audio and IF. Adjustable shafts. 
Local/distance switch. Stereo/mono switch and 
stereo indicator light.

Reg.
$139.95 SALE $9995

KP-500. Supertuner for cassette buffs. Home 
stereo FM performance. Brushed aluminum 
front. Phase lock loop for stereo separation. 
Automatic stereo/mono switching. Local/ 
distance switch. Automatic eject. Arid audiophile 
type features: loudness switch, muting and 
separate bass and treble.

KP-4000. If you’ve got room for a radio, you’ve 
got room for a complete in-dash system. Plays 
cassettes, AM and FM stereo. Big rewind and 
fast forward buttons. Automatic stop and eject. 
Rotary AM, FM, FM stereo selector. FM stereo 
indicator and tape play lights.

Reg.
$199.95 SALE $ 13995 List

$189.95 ONLY $ 13495

ion
AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS

Full-featured AM/FM MPX/8-Track in-dash unit 
combines stylish appearance and superior sound 
at a low price. Illuminated tuning dial swings 
up for 8-track tapes. Short SVz " chassis depth 
for tight installation. 4 watts per channel.

Reg. $119.00

SALE *7995

JENSEN
SPEAKERS

5 Vi" 10 oz 
Dual Cone 

Handles 25 watts

Reg. $40.95

SALE

$2995
6 x 20 oz. Dual 
Cone • 25 watts

Reg. $49.95

SALE

$3495

CAR STEREO HIGH FIDELITY SPEAKERS
CONFIDENTIAL DEALER COST SHEET/CONTINENTAL USA EAST OF THE ROCKIES

ISSUED 10-15-78 JENSEN MM M» I. A KOK ATOM IES

WE DO PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATIONS 
OF CAR STEREOS AND SPEAKERS
Sale Prices Good through Saturday Only!

CUSTOM Open
10-6

Mon.-Sat.

3806-A Old College Road
Next to Triangle Bowling Alley

846-5803
“We’re a bit off the beaten path . . . but we’re worth looking for.” The Woofer”


