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New women s cage coach hates losing
By PAUL McGRATH

"i® Battalion Sports Editor 
|mda Bender has a strong dis- 

for losing. She always has, and 
rently always will, 

t'r j-itl ’he newly appointed Texas A&M 
id Em ften’s basketball coach has built a 
llcicli Kyof triumphs in the sport on 
areBem |ngh school level. Losing sea- 

1):Olesji [ occurred about as often as 
iaeli; C« pd Nixon plays golf with Leon 

eigti] irski.
r(i,stveBi reolly do hate to lose,” Bender 
l.EIPas *n this her first week on the 
1 ‘1 have been very fortunate so

in that I’ve never had a losing
Wth in.”

has been listed as one of the 
'Nron; winningest girl’s coaches in 
tbiitoifc Her teams have combined 
'“d Lonj >5 wins and 148 losses, a win- 
NacogilJ percentage (.755) that would 

Ul 'id D Las Vegas sweat, 
feeast; ader takes over for Kay Don, 
rlli of giiBco ched the A&M women for 

leans and will now serve as Di- 
also slii, t°r °f Women’s Athletics, 
glider obtained her bachelor’s 
Ip|f |ee in Health and Physical Edu- 
sl [jve on from Trinity and earned her 
2e|in,j| fer’s in Education from Our 
'(1982 nil Kthe Lak,e-

, ; , [er first coaching position was at 
, ]R,avjei et High School in 1958, a re- 

250 (table experience Bender says, 
f was a mistake. I went back to 

metown where I had a lot of 
s who were just getting into 

(school.
Bey made my life miserable. I 
aunts calling me night and day,” 
Kid.
(fender soon left for Jourdanton 
her team went to state during 

cond season there. Her teams 
rdanton were to go to the state 

[two more times, winning the 
|nce.

r a brief stay at Tomball, she 
d at Victoria High, gaining a 
state crown in 1971. 

traveled to Alpine High for a 
ear stay and then went to 
for another two years before 
ing the Texas A&M job. 
re the A&M offer, collegiate 

ing never entered Bender’s 
But. . .

ice I got close to Texas A&M, 
real interested in their pro- 
I had even influenced one girl 

ere.

’AA lifts 
Louisiana

“I got to know Kay Don real well. 
Our coaching philosophies are very 
close. We try to accomplish the 
same things in what we are doing.

“Kay had told me that her duties 
as athletic director were very press
ing. She needed to devote all of her 
attention to those and that was the 
reason she decided to quit coaching. 
So when the offer came I was very 
excited about it,” Bender said.

A devout Christian, Bender at
tempts to instill other qualities in 
her players other than those gained 
on the practice court. One of her 
favorite slogans is “A true athlete 
should have character, not be a 
character.” She later hopes to teach 
a course in basketball coaching 
while at A&M.

While Bender tries to maintain 
winning standards, she feels the 
learning the girls receive is more 
important than putting marks in the 
won column.

For this reason she is against 
changing the six-player game of the 
high school level. It allows more 
girls to play, keeping fewer on the 
bench.

Some argue that the six-player 
game does not sufficiently ready 
girls for the five-player game found 
at the collegiate level. To counter, 
Bender points to a 1975 poll which 
showed that only two per cent of the 
girls went on to play college basket
ball.

“My opinion may change now 
that I’m a college coach,” she said 
concerning the six-player game. 
“But I do feel that it is not the role of 
high schools to train kids (athletes) 
for college. They should be trying to 
help them get ready for life.”

Bender has not yet had an oppor
tunity to talk with all of her present 
players, but she already has de
veloped some respect for them.

T’m really looking forward to 
working with these girls. I fell in 
love with them the minute I first 
met them. They all have good at
titudes and are willing to work,” she 
said.

Bender has already started work
ing on her first problem — recruit
ing. She has contacted many girls 
herself, with other prospects being 
brought to her attention by high 
school coaches. Undoubtedly, her 
large number of friends in the high 
school coaching ranks will prove a 
benefit in future recruiting as will 
the building of the new women’s 
dorm expected to house 100 
athletes.

Bender feels she has the material 
to have the Aggies rebound from 
their 15-17 season last year, despite 
having a comparatively harder 
schedule. For her, win is spelled 
NOW'.

“T have never had a losing sea
son,” she said. “I just don’t know 
what I’d do if I did. ”

Rivers* Leather Goods
SPECIALIZING IN AGGIE BELTS 

SADDLES, BILLFOLDS & PURSES
All types of leather work and custom orders
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\obation
United Press International 

ift ol wB AYETTE, La. — The Uni- 
perman'jitv of Southwestern Louisiana 

moved from probation by the 
(A yesterday.
ihool officials said the end of the 

rjl/fliation period means the school 
*** . Btrept bowl game invitations 
nd Rinp its games can be televised.

SL, a member of the Southland 
Ijjrence, was placed on proba- 

^" l, years ago for recruiting
.-ons. The NCAA also barred it 

1 ‘■ |!,: Ibasketball competition for two 
ity Dts.
ation (am pleased and happy that we 

9-5:0Regained this status,” said Dr. 
ggggj ttithement, USL president, 

ne Ragin’ Cajuns are the South- 
[Conference basketball and 

lis champions. They also won 
conference all-sports trophy last 

•
^ Wp’re pleased that we now have 
A Ipce for a bowl game,” said 
^ iall coach Augie Tammariello. 
' Ikes that black cloud away from

4012 Stillmeadow
Wee Village Shopping Center

846-1923
(Just off 29th St.)

BUY ONE — GET ONE FREE

SKEETER’S
JUNCTION

RESTAURANT
Culpepper Plaza College Station, TX 

Junction of Hwy. 6 & Hwy. 30

Buy One For Boy or Submarine Sandwich and 
Get One FREE

Hogue Bun, Salami, Bologna, Turkey, 
Lettuce, Tomatoes, 2 Cheeses. Includes 

Potato Chips
present this coupon Expires August 10, 1977

Present This Coupon & Get $1.00 Off Regular Price

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
Reg. Price ^2 05

Texas Toast & French Fries 
All meat, No soybean patties 

Expires August 10, 1977

SKEETER’S JUNCTION 
RESTAURANT

Culpepper Plaza at Hwy. 30 & Hwy. 6 
College Station

^l[tdfK.nv'. r>

1

EARN EXTRA CASH
As A Blood Plasma Donor 
At Plasma Products Inc. 

313-C College Main
Relax or Study in our Comfortable Beds While 
You Donate — Great Atmosphere — Trained 

Professional Help on Hand at all Times.
Hours:

Monday & Wednesday Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
| 9:30 - 5:30 9:30 - 4:30
Bring this coupon and receive $2 Bonus on your
first donation. Effective #til August 12, 1977.

Call For More Information
846-4611
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If you want the real 
thing, not frozen or 
canned ... We call It 
“Mexican Food 
Supreme.”

Dallas location;
3071 Northwest Hwy 
352-8570

For Battalion Classified 
Call 845-2611
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TOP DRAWER NO. 2 August 4-5-6
3733 E. 29th Street — Town & Country Center

Register for Free Prizes at Each Location
★ Portable T.V.
★ Stereo Set

★ 10 Speed Bike
★ 10- $1000 Gift

OVER 4 TONS of

1 Levi's
for gals...

Tops — Skirts 
Shirts — Jean Suits 
Jeans — Belts 
Sweaters — Jumpsuits
Overalls — Gauchos

Jeans, Under our Roofs
for Guys ’n Gals for guys***

Tops — Jumpsuits 
Shirts — Socks 
Jeans — Belts 
Sweaters — Shoes 
Overalls — Suits

Sizes (S-M-L) (3-16) Sizes (S-M-L-XL) (25-50)

for Guys 
and Gals 
also Boys
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WE
HONOR

Store Hours:
Monday thru Saturday 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Open till 8:00 p.m. Thursday

“Lucky for You — We have two”

TOP DRAWER
1705 Texas Ave. South — Culpepper Plaza (693-9393)
3733 E. 29th Street — Town and Country Center (846-0201)

We’re More, than a Pant Store t
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