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John Fowler Mitchell, 90, and his 

86-year-old wife, Sheila, have set 
themselves the mammoth task of 
recording every headstone in every 
cemetery in Scotland. It’s a hobby 
that has lasted 20 years.

The collections of information and 
maps they publish at intervals have 
proved invaluable not only to 
genealogists and historians but also 
to many ordinary people from all 
over the world who are looking for 
clues to the identity of their ances
tors.

Mitchell first became interested 
in cemeteries when he was 
stationed with the Army in India 
many years ago. On the tombstones 
of Delhi, he said, he found a fas
cinating precis of much of India’s 
history, including details of a suc
cession of invaders, such as Moguls 
and Persians.

On his return to Scotland, he 
began to search for traces of his own 
forebears and discovered that Scot
tish churchyards are ideally suited 
for genealogical study.

“For a start,” he said, “in Scot-
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Opinions expressed in The Battalion arc those 

of the editor or of the writer of the article and are 
not necessarily those of the University administra
tion or the Board of Regents. The Battalion is a 
non-profit, self-supporting, enterprise operated hy 
students as a university and community news
paper. Editorial policy is determined hy the 
editor.

ion. Room 216, Reed McDonald Building, Col
lege Station, Texas 77843.

United Press International is entitled exclu
sively to the use for reproduction of all news dis
patches credited to it. Rights of reproduction of 
all other matter herein reserved. Second-Class 
postage paid at College Station, Texas.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor should not exceed 300 

words and are subject to being cut to that length 
or less if longer. The editorial staff reserves the 
right to edit sin h letters and does not guarantee to 
publish any lettir. Each letter must be signed, 
show the address of the writer and list a telephone 
number for verification.

Address correspondence to Letters to the 
Editor. The Battalion, Room 216. Reed 
McDonald Building. College Station. 
Texas 77643.

Represented nationally by National Educa
tional Advertising Services, Inc., New York City, 
Chicago and Los Angeles.

The Battalion is published Tuesday through 
Friday from September through May except dur
ing exam and holiday periods and the summer, 
when it is published weekly.

Mail subscriptions are $16.75 per semester; 
$33.25 per school year; $35.00 per full year. All 
subscriptions subject to 5% sales tax. Advertising 
rates furnished on request. Address; The Battal-
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Pleasant Dining — Great View
SERVING LUNCHEON BUFFET 

11:00 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Each day except Saturday

$2.50 DAILY 
$3.00 SUNDAY

Serving soup 6- sandwich 
11 m A.M. - 1:30 P.M. 

Monday - Friday 
$1.50 plus drink

Available Evenings 
For Special 

University Banquets

Department of Food Service 
Texas A&M University 

“Quality First”

A lot of big corporations offer you a big title. But how many offer a young college graduate a really im
portant job?

As a Navy Officer you don’t have to wait to do a job that counts. We give you one as soon as you’ve 
earned your commission. A job with responsibility for the lives of others and for millions of dollars of 
complex equipment. A job that requires skill and leadership.

NAVY OFFICER.
YOU GET RESPONSIBILITY THE MOMENT 
YOU GET THE STRIPES.

land, a wife’s maiden name is always 
included on a gravestone. In the 
same plot, or nearby, you’ll find all 
the related family and children, so 
it’s just a case of comparing names.

“There was also a long tradition of 
naming the children after their 
grandparents in a strict order of 
precedence, and that makes it 
easier to establish relationships. 
Another help can be clues such as 
you find in Perthshire where deco
rative signs are used on the stones 
to indicate the dead man’s trade.

“A loom or shuttle, for example, 
would indicate that he had been a 
weaver, while a knife would mean 
that he had been a shoemaker, and a 
hammer that he had been a smith.”

The Mitchells have now become

well known overseas for their work, 
and applications for their help arrive 
daily from the United States, Aus
tralia, New Zealand and South Af
rica.

One recent problem they suc
cessfully solved was to trace the an
cestors of a German from Hamburg 
who was descended from a Scottish 
exciseman.

When the Mitchells visit a 
churchyard, they make a plan of the 
site, marking the position of each 
stone and it’s relationship to those on 
either side.

“It’s real detective work,” says 
Mrs. Mitchell. “We crosscheck our 
findings with old records . . . and 
information from any other possible 
source, such as old lists of university 
students or, say, landowners — any-
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Ex-official decries nominee
United Press International

HOUSTON — A former federal 
prosecutor wants the FBI to investi
gate the relationship between drug 
defendants and the lawyer reported 
to be President Carter’s likely choice 
for U.S. attorney in South Texas.

Jose Antonio Canales of Corpus 
Christi reportedly is the choice of 
Sen. Lloyd Bentsen, D-Tex.

Anthony J. P. Farris yesterday 
urged an official look at “serious alle

gations” against Canales. Farris, a 
Republican who resigned in 1974 
after prosecuting the Sharpstown 
bank scandal, said Canales’ repre
sentation of drug defendants raises 
questions “that have been ignored” 
by Bentsen and others.

“The senator has information . . . 
that is damaging to Mr. Canales and 
has not made it public,” Farris 
charged.

Canales said such an investigation 
would not bother him.
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MONDAY EVENING TUESDAY EVENING WEDNESDAY
SPECIAL SPECIAL EVENING SPECIAL L

Salisbury Steak Mexican Fiesta Chicken Fried Beef B
with Dinner Steak w/ejeam 1

Mushroom Gravy Two Cheese and Gravy r
Whipped Potatoes Onion Enchiladas Whipped Potatoes and t

Your Choice of w/chili Choice of one other
One Vegetable Mexican Rice Vegetable *

Roll or Corn Bread and Butter Patio Style Pinto Beans Roll or Corn Bread and Bute
Coffee or Tea Tostadas

Coffee or Tea
One Corn Bread and Butter

Coffee or Tea a

Now Better Than Ever. You Will Be Pleased With 
These Carefully Prepared and Taste Tempting Foods 

Each Daily Special Only $1.49 Plus Tax. 
“Open Daily”

Dining: 11 AM to 1:30 PM — 4:30 PM to 7 PM
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THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
Italian Candle Light Spaghetti Dinner 

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE 
Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad 

Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread 
Tea or Coffee
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FRIDAY EVENING 
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH 
FILET w/TARTAR 

SAUCE 
Cole Slaw 

Hush Puppies 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SATURDAY 
NOON and EVENING 

SPECIAL
“Yankee Pot Roast 

Texas Style”
Tossed Salad 
Choice of one 

vegetable
Roll or Corn Bread & Butter 

Tea or Coffee

SUNDAY SPECIAL 
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER 
Served with 

Cranberry Sauce 
Cornbread Dressing 

Roll or Corn Bread - Butter- 
Coffee or Tea 
Giblet Gravy 

And your choice of any 
One vegetable
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NEXT SUNDAY
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Afib& & C/ia^bi S(uoui
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75% of all Items displayed 
will be priced at $10 or under
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11 a.m. — 6 p.m. Sunday May 1 
MANOR EAST MALL
Some of the Exhibitors Include

BARBARA ANDERSON 
macrame 

Garland. Texas

LYNN DUSEK 
oils

Houston. Texas

RICHARD KORCZYNSKI 
photography 

Victoria. Texas

LINDA PICKEN 
pun & ink 

Houston. Texas

RA’ANAN AVNI 
jewelry 

Austin. Texas

MRS. ALEC FLOWERS 
crafts

Dallas. Texas

A. W. KUEHM 
decoupage 

San Antonio. Texas

BILLIE BILLINGTON 
oils

Bryan. Texas

IRIS FRANKE 
woodcrafts 

Smithville. Texas

MARILYN KRAUSE 
dried flower arr. 

San Antonio. Texas

BOB BLUMBURG 
jewelry

Houston. Texas

GOLDEN CRAFTS 
framed butterfly pict. 
Corpus Christi. Texas

PATTI LAWRENCE 
crafts

Wichita Falls. Texas

RENEE SARGENT 
rub-outs 

Houston. Texas
HERSCHEL & ERMA SMITH 

antique barbed wire pict. 
Spicewood. Texas 

MARY LOU TAYLOR 
crafts

Wichita Falls. Texas

LYNN BRAXELTON 
mixed media 
Waco. Texas

NANCY HERNAN 
oils

Houston. Texas

DENA LUSBY 
nature in glass 

La Marque. Texas

DORIS ULLRICH 
acrylic florals 

Brenham. Texas

NANCY BOECKER 
acrylics

Brenham. Texas

WAYNE HOLSTER 
string art

Fort Worth. Texas

PATTI MAGERS 
oils

Corpus Christi. Texas

PAKALIA WALKER 
oils

Houston. Texas

JIM & SHARON COOK 
metal sculp. 

Austin. Texas

DON JORDAN 
wooden mirrors 
Garland. Texas

WENDELL MOSELEY 
acrylics & watercolors 
Universal City. Texas

BILL WASHINGTON 
wildlife prints 
Denton. Texas

DON DURRANT 
metal sculpture 

College Station. Texas

DON KEAST 
candles 

Austin. Texas

SHIRLEY NEWELL 
acrylics

Houston. Texas

ALAN WELTMAN 
sea shell shadow boxes 
Corpus Christi. Texas

PAULA WOLF 
liquid silver jewelry 

Brenham. Texas

Free Admission Free Parking
A TJN Production 1207 Oak Shadow Austin. Texas 78758 512-837-1814 V


