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County agent gets masters degree after 19-year
Commencement speakers some

times elaborate on the meaning of 
the ceremony’s name.

In the case of E. J. “Johnny” Har
rison, who receives his master’s de
gree Friday at Texas A&M Univer
sity, such a discourse would carry 
extra meaning.

Harrison was awarded his first 
degree at Texas A&M in 1947.

However, the 19-year gap hardly 
means the 52-year-old Ward 
County agent of the Agricultural 
Extension Service has been letting 
his learning apparatus gather dust.

Johnny Harrison might be called 
a bellwether of the idea that learn

ing doesn’t end with a diploma or 
degree.

At Waco, Madisonville and 
Monahans, he’s helped push ag
ricultural production forward and 
outward.

He explains matter-of-factly that 
his second degree has been in prog
ress a number of years. Harrison 
was warned that time could run out 
and cause loss of credit. So the West 
Texan who lives nearly 400 miles 
from A&M, since last fall has 
worked in the final 14 hours of his 
degree program.

While pressing forward for the 
master of education in agricultural

education, Harrison has kept sev
eral unique projects progressing in 
the arid West Texas county.

son’s graduate degree committee 
chairman.

The projects involve growing 
shrimp, crab, Atlantic croaker and 
redfish in salt water ponds. Harri
son also is working with the West 
Texans on marketing shelled pe
cans, grown in the Monahans sand
hills.

“When Johnny introduced pecan 
trees there, many people said it 
couldn’t be done,” commented Dr. 
Earl Knebel, Agricultural Educa
tion Department head and Harri-

“We think a lot of Johnny,’’ 
Knebel said. “He’s a real fine 
county agent, and a very fine stu
dent.”

Those sentiments were echoed by 
others. Dr. Bobby Johnson of 
A&M’s Student Aid Office worked 
for Harrison at Madisonville, and 
calls him a 

“go-getter. ”

“Without the encouragement and 
guidance of Johnny, the shrimp 
project wouldn’t go,” said James T.

Davis, fisheries specialist at Texas 
A&M who aided in the project. “He 
has a genuine concern for the West 
Texas agricultural producers’ prob
lems. He works closely with them 
day by day. We can’t do that from 
College Station.”

Davis said marketing of West 
Texas grown shrimp is two or three 
years away.

Technical expertise was furnished 
by Dr. Jack Palmer, mariculture 
specialist, and Dr. Wallace 
Klussman, wildlife and fisheries 
project leader. Horticulturist Bluef- 
ford Hancock backed the pilot 
pecan grove with data and advice.

Reported in the July “Texas Ag
ricultural Progress” and other pub
lications, the five-year-old shrimp 
project uses gravel pits under which 
salt water lies eight to 10 feet deep. 
They soon become salt water lakes. 
In spite of problems, shrimp 
stocked in them grow at rates com
parable to those in Gulf Coast 
ponds. The growth was obtained on 
natural food organisms young 
shrimp need when they are too 
small to feed on prepared food.

The experiment was Harrison’s 
idea, and he’s pushing it toward a 
landlocked maritime industry.

He arranged a 6 a.m. tour of the
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