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THE BATTALION
THURSDAY, OCT. 9, 1975

‘FightirT Aggie Band’...a 13-man beginning
By DON MIDDLETON 

and
JOHN ADAMS

“Now forming at the north 
end of Kyle Field — the nation
ally famous ‘Fightin’ Texas 
Aggie Band.’

Little did anyone suspect that 
the 13 cadets who were or
ganized into a musical organiza
tion in 1895 would one day be a 
military band of over 300 mem
bers.

In the early 1880 s and well 
into the 90 s, a gentleman 
named J. R. Fisk was employed 
by the college as a drummer, 
whose duty it was to beat the 
drum for reveille and other for
mations. Fisk was paid $20 per 
month to perform these func
tions.

When Fisk gave up the job of 
drummer in 1895, J. F. Holick 
was hired as bugler. It was 
Holick, along with Bryan resi

dent Arthur N. Jenkins, who 
organized the first college band.

John K. Woods, a member of 
that first band, write to Profes
sor D. B. Gofer, University ar
chivist, that the band had as 
their sponsor little Anna Banks, 
five years of age.

As Anna Banks grew, so did 
the Aggie orchestra. The next 
school year, with G. W. Gross 
replacing Holick as bandmas
ter, the group numbered eigh-
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teen.
The band began wearing the 

familiar lyre somewhere around 
1907. Since then a fierce feeling 
of autonomy and pride has 
characterized the Aggie Band.

From 1897 to 1924, five men 
led the band as bandmaster. 
They were F. H. Miller, 
George W. Tyrell, B. P. Day, 
Alois Slovacek and George Fair- 
lei gh.

Until 1940, the band existed

as a single unit known as the 
"Regimental Band, "College 
Band, or simply “the A&M 
Band. It was in 1940 that the 
band, now numbering almost 
200, was divided into the Infan
try Band and the Field Artillery 
Band to correspond with the or
ganization of the Corps.

Serving as band director at 
that time was Col. Richard C. 
Dunn, who was appointed to 
the position in 1924. Dunn
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The Aggie Band forms up on Kyle Field in the "AMC’ 
formation, circa 1933. Courtesy of University Archives.
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The college orchestra poses for a picture on the steps of 
the Assembly Hall, 1895. Courtesy of University Archives.
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guided the band until 1946 and 
was instrumental in arranging 
the score for “The Spirit of Ag- 
gieland.

When Col. E. V. Adams took 
the helm as director in 46, the 
organization of the band was 
again altered.

With its membership down to 
barely more than 100 the Aggie 
Band was restructured into the 
Maroon and White Bands that 
exist today.

Adams retired in 1973 after 
25 years of dedication to the 
band, and was replaced by Maj. 
Joe T. Haney. Haney now di
rects over 300 musicians in the
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intricate drills and spirited 
marches that have made the 
band a symbol of Texas A&M.

The Aggie Band has long 
been known as ‘The Heartbeat 
of Aggieland. Whether it lie a 
Corps review with full military 
ceremony or a midnight yell 
practice for a ragged crowd of 
football fans, the band has al
ways been in the forefront play
ing the strains of "The War 
Hymn.

The “Men of Ky le, as hand 
members have come to he cal
led, are one of the oldest institu
tions on the A&M campus, and 
proud of it.
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INTERESTED IN ISRAEL?
Mr. Zvi Levin, Israel Aliyah representative of Texas, 
will be at Hillel for your information.

ALL DAY - OCTOBER 9, THURSDAY

For Personal Appointment, Call 846-7313

—All At Hillel—
800 Jersey St.

EMBREY’S JEWELRY
Invites you to visit our jewelry repair department. We 
specialize in all types of jewelry repair and custom work. Two 
qualified jewelers to serve you.

Opinions expressed in The Battalion are those of the editor 
of the ivriter of the article and are not necessarily those of 

e university administration or the Board of Regents. The 
ittalion is a non-profit, self-supporting enterprise operated 
• students as a university and community newspaper. Edito- 
d policy is determined by the editor.

LETTERS POLICY

Letters to the editor should not exceed 300 words and are 
bject to being cut to that length or less if longer. The editorial 
iff reserves the right to edit such letters and does not guaran- 
3 to publish any letter. Each letter must be signed, show the 
Idress of the ivriter and list a telephone number for verifica-

Address correspondence to Listen Up, The Battalion, Room 
7, Services Building, College Station, Texas 77843.

Represented nationally by National Educational Advertising Services, Inc. 
r Yor

415 University Dr. 
College Station

9:00-5:30
Mon.-Sat.

New York City, Chicago and Los Angeles.

The Battalion, a student newspaper at Texas A&M, is published in College 
Station, Texas, daily except Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and holiday periods. 
September through May, and once a week during summer school.

Members of the Student Publications Board are: Boh G. Rogers, Chairman; Dr. 
try Halter; Dr. John Hanna; Roger P. Miller; Dr. Clinton A. Phillips, Jeff Dunn, 
>m Dawsey and Jerri Ward.
Director of Student Publications: Gael L. Cooper.

Mail subscriptions are $5.00 per semester; $9.50 per school year; $10.50 per hill 
year. All subscriptions subject to 5% sales tax. Advertising rate furnished on 
request. Address: The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, College Station, 
Texas 77843.

The Associated Press is entitled exclusively to the use for reproduction of all 
news dispatched credited to it or not otherwise credited in the paper and local news 
of spontaneous origin published herein. Rights of reproduction of all other matter 
herein are also reserved. Copyright © 1975, The Battalion.

Second-Class postage paid at College Station, Texas.

MEMBER
The Associated Press, Texas Press Association

Editor..................................................................................................................... James Breedlove
Assistant Editor.........................................................................................................Roxie Hearn
Production Manager............................................................................................ T C. Gallucci
Cit\ Editor.....................................................................................................................Steve Gra\
Campus Editor .................................................................... Sand) Russo
Sports Editor........................................................................................................... Ton\ Gallucci
Photograph) Director . . .Jack Holm

INTRAMURAL
VOLLEYBALL

THE PANTRY
3525 TEXAS AVENUE 

846-6897 
Natural Vitamins & 

Health Foods.
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Eddie Dominguez '66 

Joe Arciniega '74 
Greg Price
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f you *ant the real 
fling, not frozen or 
anned . . We call it
Mexican Food 
Jupreme."

Dallas loration:
1071 Northwest Hwy. 
>52-8570

Phil Gibson, CLU
can take the uncertainty out of your 
financial planning.

<3> ENTRIES CLOSE TUESDAY, OCT. 14 
5:00 P.M. DE WARE FIELDHOUSE

BOTH POWER VOLLEYBALL AND JUNGLE BALL WILL BE PLAYED. 
POWER VOLLEYBALL WILL BE PLAYED BY MILITARY, FISH, CIVILIAN, 
INDEPENDENT, WOMEN, AND CO-REC.

RECREATION LEAGUE WILL PLAY JUNGLE BALL. CO-REC AND WOMEN 
MAY PLAY JUNGLE BALL OR POWER VOLLEYBALL.

OTHER ENTRIES DUE IN OCTOBER
SPORT ENTRIES CLOSE

Phil Gibson is a Chartered Life Underwriter offering financial 
services in the areas of tax-shelters, retirement programs, 
personal estate planning, business and employee plans. The 
proper coordination of life insurance, fixed and variable 
annuitiesi and mutual fundsi can take the uncertainty out of 
your financial planning.
1 (Through Jefferson-Pilot Equity Sales, Inc.)

SWIMMING 
BILLIARDS (OPEN) 
RACKETBALL DOUBLES 
SOCCER(OPEN)
TABLE TENNIS DOUBLES

TUES., OCT. 14, 5:00 P.M 
TUES., OCT. 21, 5:00 P.M 
TUES., OCT. 21, 5:00 P.M 
TUES., OCT. 28, 5:00 P.M 
TUES., OCT. 28, 5:00 P.M.

3200 S. College 
822-1559 tear


