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( Editor’s notes)
Optional fees: pro, con

Every year the question of op
tional fees is discussed and rediscus
sed.

Proponents of optional fees argue 
that only those who use a particular 
service should have to pay for it. 
Opponents of optional fees argue 
that in order for the service to exist, 
we all must pay for it.

Both arguments are good; both 
arguments are bad.

Both factions find themselves 
faced with the problem of where to 
draw the line. If we have totally op
tional fees then we will have to do 
without many of the services we

now enjoy. Without the certainty of 
capital to begin the year with, many 
of the services funded through 
mandatory fees will have to fold.

On the other hand, if no one is 
interested in a particular service, 
why allow it to exist?

The point is, why solve one set of 
problems with another? It only costs 
each of us a little to have a lot. The 
money each of us would save by 
supporting only those services that 
we use would be certainly small. 
And, we must remember that if only 
a few decide to support a particular

service the cost of that service 
would be prohibitive.

Granted, the system has some 
bugs in it. But, we shouldn’t trade 
our old bugs for new.

Arms
stocking
continues

Associated Press

By JIM EARLESLOUCH

“We were wondering if you would like to become a Corps- 
person?”

LONDON — China’s missile 
program has slowed but the United 
States and the Soviet Union con
tinue to sharpen their nuclear strike 
forces, reported the Institute for 
Strategic Studies.

At the same time, a new arms race 
is under way in the oil-producing 
countries, the institute said. Iran 
and Saudi Arabia each tripled their 
military budget in the past year. 
Iran now spends more money on 
arms than Britain.

The institute, an international 
body of experts, analyzed data from 
government, military, academic 
and intelligence sources. Findings 
were published in “The Military Ba
lance 1975-1976,” the 17th of the 
institute’s authoritative annual sur
veys.

“China continued her nuclear 
program more slowly than earlier 
projections have indicated, ” the in
stitute said. It said there have been 
no Chinese nuclear tests since the 
16th was conducted in June 1974.

An unspecified number of inter
mediate range ballistic missiles in 
the 1,750-mile category were added 
by Peking during the year.

Turning to the superpowers, the 
institute said although the Vladivos
tok summit last November prop
osed ceilings on the number of 
strategic nuclear weapons, it has not 
checked their development by the 
United States and the Soviet Union.
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PUBLIC INVITED
to Re-Open

THE P0NDER0SA INN
Tuesday, September 9 

Featuring
BOBBY DOYLE AtfO HIS TRIO

[ponderow] Highway 6 South
For reservations Call:

693-3810

(£) 1966 United Feature Syndicate. Inc, 
All Rights Reserved,
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Forum, Rudder Center 
September 3-6, 8:00 PM 

Students $1.50 $1.75 $2.00
Others 2.00 2.25 2.50

Tickets on Sale Now 
Rudder Center Box Office, 845-2916
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Cbe Battalion
Opinions expressed in The Battalion are those of the editor 

or of the writer of the article and are not necessarily those of 
the university administration or the Board of Directors. The 
Battalion is a non-profit, self-supporting enterprise operated 
by students as a university and community newspaper. 
Editorial policy is determined by the editor.

Tlie Battalion, a student newspaper at Texas A&M, is published in College 
Station, Texas, daily except Saturday, Sunday,' Monday, and holiday periods, 
September through May, and once a week during summer school.

Mail subscriptions are $5.00 per semester; $9.50 per school year; $10.50 per full 
year. All subscriptions subject to 5% sales tax. advertising rate furnished on 
request. Address: The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, College Station, 
Texas 77843.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor should not exceed 300 words and are 

subject to being cut to that length or less if longer. The 
editorial staff reserves the right to edit such letters and does 
not guarantee to publish any letter. Each letter must be 
signed, show the address of the writer and list a telephone 
number for verification.

Address correspondence to Listen Up, The Battalion, Room 
217, Services Building, College Station, Texas 77843.

Members of the Student Publieations Board are: Boh G. Rogers, Chairman; Dr. 
Gary Halter; Dr. John Hanna; Roger P. Miller; Dr. Clinton A. Phillips, Jeff Dunn, 
Tom Dawsey, and Jerri Ward.

Director of Student Publications: Gael L. Cooper.

Represented nationally by National Educational Advertising Services, Inc., 
New York City, Chicago and Los Angeles.

The Associated Press is entitled exclusively to the use for reproduction of all 
news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise credited in the paper and local news 
of spontaneous origin published herein. Right of reproduction of all other matter 

’ herein are also reserved. ©
• Second-Class postage paid at College Station, Texas.
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_ AGGIES!
AlM Douglas

® Jewel ry
offers

Student ID Discounts!
15% off of ,5000 or more 
10% off of under ,5000

CASH PURCHASE ONLY

212 N. MAIN 822-3119

DOWNTOWN BRYAN

AGGIE CINEMA
A PARAMOUNT RELEASE 

OINO DE LAURENTIIS
presents

Mm PACINO 
"SERPIGO”

[R]<22Ji Color by TECHN'c°tOR'
A Paramount Release

Original Soundtrack Album 
on Paramount Rue orris and Tapes

8:00 P.M. September 5 & 6 
Rudder Theater $1.00

Advance tickets available at the MSC Box Office, 1st Floor
Rudder Tower
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TURQUOISE & STERLING

SILVER
FROM $5.50 UP.

FED MART SHOPPING CENTER
SUITE 404 

COLLEGE STATION 
846-7877


