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TAMU given funds 

for financial seminars

‘Prairie Film’
The worker in the above picture is mixing glue to be used in preparing ‘Prairie Film’ a rock aggregate. The 
mixture is being used for sidewalk construction across the campus. The ‘Film’ is porous allowing water to reach 
the roots of the nearby plants.

The Coordinating Board of the 
Texas College and University Sys
tem has given TAMU a $30,000 
grant to conduct a series of five 
workshops on small city accounting 
procedures.

The workshops are being held 
under the direction of TAMU pro
fessor Bill Blackwell.

“There is a great need for the 
program and it’s needed now, ” said 
Blackwell. “It has been prepared for 
anyone with accounting and finance 
responsibilities in the city.

“We held a test six-day workshop 
in Arlington during March,” he 
said. “It was such a success that 
we’ve got the next five laid out and 
expect to reach more than 150 
municipalities with the workshops.

“Because of the small size of the 
towns and the resulting obligations 
on each official’s time, the work
shops have been schedvded in two 
three-day sections,” Blackwell said. 
“In each section, two days are taken 
out of the officials work week and 
one from his own time by schedul
ing it on Thursday, Friday, and
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“Part I introduces participants to 

the principles of municipal account
ing and budgeting,” he said. “Em
phasis will be placed on involving 
each participant in actual practice of 
elementary accounting and budget
ing techniques.

“The second part provides exten
sive practice in municipal account
ing techniques including fund ac
counting and preparation of annual 
reports,” Blackwell said. “Exten
sive use of case studies will provide 
an understanding of the role of a 
modem accounting system in the 
local government.”

Arlington will have the first regu
larly scheduled workshop Sep
tember 17-20 and October 2-4.

Kilgore and Baytown will each 
have a workshop October 9-11 and 
October 16-18.

Amarillo and Odessa are sites for 
workshops Oct. 30-Nov. 1 and Nov. 
13-15.

Four more of the programs are 
scheduled for other areas of the 
state.

Instructors in the program in
clude Dr. Larry Pointer, Dr. 
Robert Strawser, and Dr. James 
Benjamin, all of the Department of 
Accounting, and Dr. Eugene B. 
Smith from the Department of Bus
iness Analysis and Research.

“Emphasis will be on learning by 
doing,” Blackwell said. “Also lec
tures, exercises, problems and 
group discussions will be used. The 
lecturer will provide groups and in
dividuals assistance and solutions to 
all problems and exercises will be 
provided during the workshop.’’

Chinese cabbage 

may have future 

on small farms
PRAIRIE VIEW— Chinese cab

bage, or pe-tsai, is being studied at 
PVAMU because of its potential for 
the limited-resource farmer.

The cabbage has been introduced 
to Texas’ Gulf Coast Prairie by hor
ticulturist Yun-ping Chang of 
PVAMU. He believes it has a mar
ket potential in Houston.

Currently, no pe-tsi is grown 
commercially in Texas. However, 
Houston has a weekly demand of 
over 10 tons. This demand is met by 
transporting the cabbage from 
California at a cost of $2-$8 per 
crate.

While demand in Houston is not 
great, it is constant and can be in
creased, said Chang.

Chang is testing 10 types of pe- 
tsai to determine the best kind for 
the Gulf Prairie.

The cabbage is little-known to 
Americans although it has been cul
tivated in China since the 5th Cen
tury.
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