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Pair wants more than victory

Kohrs, Smith hope for change
By PAUL McGRATH 
Staff Sports Writer 

If you should happen to be strol
ling along and suddenly two blurs 
flash by and say “excuse me” in a 
strange accent, have no fear. 
They’re on our side.

The twin speedsters are sopho
more Bruce Smith and freshman 
Manfred Kohrs, both from the Re
public of South Africa. The pair now 
wear the Maroon and White of the 
Texas A&M track team coached by 
Charles Thomas.

The South Africans are as new to 
A&M as the blue water tower. Both 
are beginning their first semesters 
here but already they have made 
their presence known. Kohrs broke 
A&M’s existing school record for 
the indoor mile by nine seconds 
while running a 4.12.1 mile at the 
LSU Invitational last weekend.

Smith comes to Aggieland by way 
of New Mexico Junior College and 
the Community College of Al
legheny County. Allegheny was the

national cross country champs last 
year. Smith was in Pittsburgh when 
he was first contacted by Thomas. 
“Coach Thomas called me not once, 
not twice, not three times, not five 
but on numerous occasions, said 
Smith. At first, the thought of com
ing to A&M repulsed him. “I didn’t 
want to go down there,” he says. 
But finally he relented and decided 
to visit the campus.

Well, that was all it took. He 
came and saw the football game with 
Rice and suddenly “cold shivers 
began to run up and down my spine. 
And I’m usually not a very emo
tional person.” Two days later he 
found himself enrolled at Texas 
A&M University.

While Smith was in the States, 
Kohrs was serving a stint in the air 
force. However the two kept in con
tact with each other and later Smith 
proved instrumental in bringing 
Kohrs to America. He phoned 
Kohrs several times as did Thomas. 
The phone bill that built up must
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COLLEGE STATION

ATLAS RADIALS—40,000 Mi.

4-GR78-15 W/W — *63.00 
3-HR78-15 W/W — 65.41

EXXON RADIALS—40,000 Mi.

5-HR78-15 W/W — *65.41

ATLAS RADIAL BLEW—40,000 Mi.

2-GR78-14 W/W — *43.00 
4-GR78-15 W/W — 47.00 
1-HR78-15 W/W — 51.00

PACESETTER BELTED

1- G78-15 Bl — *30.59
2- E78-14 W/W — 36.83 
5-F78-14 W/W — 38.55 
5-G78-14 W/W — 41.38 
5-H78-14 W/W — 44.43 
5-F78-15 W/W— 39 42 
13-G78-15 W/W — 42.71
3- H78-15 W/W—45.30 
2-L78-15 W/W — 48.69

PACESEHER BELTED BLEMS

1-F78-14 Bl — *25.83 
1-G78-14 Bl — 28.20 
1-H78-14 W/W— 30.37

MILE PAK

1-650-13 W/W — *19.45

CUSHIONAIRE—4 PLY POLY

2-A78-14 W/W — *27.28
1- C-78-14 W/W — 28.28
2- E78-14 W/W — 31.66
2- F78-14 W/W — 33.38 
4-H78-14 W/W — 36.91 
4-F78-15 W/W — 30.42 
7-G78-15 W/W — 36.72

CUSHIONAIRE BLACK

1-G78-14 — *31.68 
4-A78-13 — 24.47 
4-C78-13 — 25.88

CUSHIONAIRE BLEM

1-C78-13 Bl — *23.10 
3-560-15 W/W — 20.18

GRIPE SAFE

3- 700-13 Bl — *25.60
4- G78-14 W/W — 32.98 
1-C78-15 Bl — 27.78

PLYCR0N

2- G78-14 Bl — *32.36
1- G78-14 W/W — 43.32 
6-H78-14 Bl —39.57
3- E78-15 W/W —31.57 
5-F78-15 Bl — 29.81
2- G78-15 Bl — 24.00
3- G78-15 W/W — 25.00 
1-H78-15 Bl — 22.00

ALL PRICES ARE EACH
JUST ADD SALES TAX AND THAT’S YOUR COST ON THE

CAR —

WE APPRECIATE YOUR
BUSINESS

have made Ma Bell shiver. But as 
Kohrs performance showed earlier 
it must have been worth it.

The two lived some fifty miles 
apart in the Dark Continent and 
both of them started running in 
about the ninth grade. Smith ran on 
the average of 30 miles a week but 
no more than 10 miles at one time. 
Ninety percent of the time it was 
cross country running around golf 
courses and roads. Twice a month 
he would run on a track. He said he 
liked to run hard and did not like 
slow running. Kohrs on the 
otherhand, started at a slow pace, 
about five miles a week and de
veloped in many stages. He spent a 
good deal of his training running on 
the track and during the last two 
years became a distance runner.

The two first met at a meet in the 
province capitol of Peitermaritz- 
burg. Both were in the 1500 meter 
event. “Don’t ask who won,” said 
Smith. They later met at most meets 
after that.

Smith and Kohrs are both dis
tance runners. While Smith feels 
the 1500 meters is his best event, he 
also runs the 3000 meters, the two 
mile indoor, the three mile and the 
six mile. He’s been trying the half 
mile in practice as of late. Kohrs was 
a half miler in high school but now 
concentrates on the 1500 meters.

Prior to a contest both men said 
they were “pretty nervous.” But 
Smith added that he liked to joke 
around with the other racers and did 
a lot of laughing and singing. Kohrs 
on the otherhancf was usually quite 
and used some pre-race jogging as 
an outlet for his nervousness.

Before last week, Kohrs had 
never run indoor before. He com
mented to Smith before going on his 
record-setting run that it all “looked

so small.” Once he got it over with 
he thought it was “fun” and saw it as 
a “good experience.”

One interesting thing about 
Kohrs new record is that he has 
done that much running in the last 
four months and has been in train
ing for just the last ten days. “I’m 
very weak at the moment. I haven’t 
done that much running lately and 
now I’m doing a lot. My/legs are 
really weak but I’ll still try to do my 
best.”

They both agree that the compet
ition in the States is much stronger 
than in South Africa. “Every meet is 
competitive,” said Kohrs. “At home 
many times you finished ten sec
onds better than the second man. 
It’s really great.”

The older Smith says the South
west Conference does not compare 
to other conferences as far as dis
tance running goes. He feels schools 
like Penn State and Villanova would 
“wipe the SWC out.

Since arriving at A&M both have 
become impressed with the many 
traditions, the friendliness of the 
people and the sincerity of the 
coaches. “There’s so much spirit 
you want to do your best,” said 
Kohrs. The sincerity of the coaches 
has left an impression on Kohrs. “I’ll 
be here four years and before I leave 
I’d want to run a sub-four minute 
mile just for the coaches sake.” Of 
course, both enjoy the Cain Hall 
facilities along with the food served 
in the athletic cafeteria.

The two have some goals they 
would like to accomplish both ath
letically and politically. As does 
Kohrs, Smith wants an under four 
minute mile. He would also like to 
run in the Olympics which could 
someday be possible. Except for

one hitch, the Olympic Committee 
will not allow South Africans to 
compete. This is due to the South 
African government’s policy toward 
the racial situation there. The black 
population outnumbers the whites 
over five to one. Yet, the all white 
government will not let black ath
letes compete as representatives of 
the country. Both Kohrs and Smith 
make it their ambition to get a black 
athlete from South Africa to come to 
A&M. “Under the government’s 
policy blacks do not have a chance. 
They have no goals to set,” Kohrs 
said. By obtaining a scholarship for a 
black, the two feel other blacks will 
get the incentive to set goals for 
themselves. They hope that if such a 
situation did come about it could be 
publicized enough in their country 
to cause some changes. “It would 
really mean something to me to run 
in USA colors,” said Kohrs.

Never before had Smith and 
Kohrs associated with blacks but 
now they have several as team
mates. Kohrs says he now sort of 
likes mixing with blacks and feels 
accepted on the team. “You have all 
this stuff pressed into your heads 
about blacks,” said Smith. “I like 
seeing that its different. Some of 
the blacks, especially those from 
other African countries were at first 
leery of the two, but for the most 
part there are no hard feelings.

These two distance runners have 
come quite a long way to not only do 
well in athletics, but also at the same 
time attempt to do something good 
for their home country. Success de
servedly should go to them in both 
categories. These two South Afri
cans prove that there is after all, 
more to being an athlete than finish
ing first more times than the oppo
nent.

GRAND OPENING SALE
% t0 V2 off on all frames

Specializing in Custom & Readymade Frames

UNIVERSITY FRAME SHOP
109 College Main • Northgate • 846-3213
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WELCOME BACK AGGIES

Fontana’s is now serving Mexican food prepared by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Cedillo.

Open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Check with us for lunch specials.

1037 S. Texas Avenue

SINGING—STRUMMING—PICKING

GRAND OPENING
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FRIDAY 7:30
- MIDNIGHT

COFFEE HOUSE
MSC BEHIND THE POST OFFICE

SATURDAY 8- 
MIDNIGHT

$.50 PER PERSON POPCORN, COKE & COFFEE

Dave Elmendorf returns horrid
Dave Elmendorf, Aggie All-America at safe- I>ro selection at the safety position. Elmen-
ty and centerfield for coaches Gene Stallings dorf is shown here with KTAM radio an-
and Tom Chandler, was in town recently. nouncer Mike Mistovich at the A&M-TCU
Elmendorf just finished his best season ever basketball game, Saturday, 
with the Los Angeles Rams. He was an All-

EMBREY’S JEWELRY is proud to announce the addi
tion of Mr. Antonio Sandovol to our repair department. 
Mr. Sandoval is thoroughly experienced in all types of 
jewelry repair and silver work. Also diamond setting and 
custom work.

North Gate 
College Station

9:00-5:30 
Mon.-Sal.
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317 patrlcIa 
college station, texas

We truly believe that no other men’s or 
ladies’ hair stylist in College Station-Bryan 
is so dedicated to the art of beautiful hair 
sculpture as McLaughlin’s.

We cost a little more. (Artists don’t 
come cheap.) But we are very good.

For proof, we make this offer: Let us 
cut your hair. Wear it for 10 days and if 
you’re not showered with compliments, 
we’ll happily refund your money.

call 846-5764 
for appointment

FROM HERBERT BARRETT

R Time For BftCH
THE ONLY ORGANIZATION OF ITS KIND IN THE UNITED STATES

Read Battalion Classifieds

SAMUEL BARON, flute 
ROBERT BLOOM, oboe 
NORMAN FARROW, bass-baritone 
BERNARD GREENHOUSE, cello 
LOIS MARSHALL, soprano 
SETH McGOY, tenor 
CHARLES TREGER, violin 
HELEN WATTS,conrra/fo 
YEHUDI WYNER,p/'ano

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY - TOWN HALL 
OPERA & PERFORMING ARTS SOCIETY (OPAS)

rudder center auditorium 
FEBRUARY 5, 1975 - 8:00 P.M. 

Tickets & Information - MSC - 845-2916


