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Backlashes and |

Blown Patterns |

By BRUCE L. SUBLETT

The wood ducks are back in East
Texas. The beautiful duck that de-
corates this years duck stamp has
returned to the pin oak flats and
creek bottoms after several seasons
absence.

Opening day of duck season
dawned gray and humid, just right
for hunting squealers. Wood ducks
are called squealers because they
give a call while feeding that can
only he described as a squeal. My
father and | arrived at Boles Creek
just after daylight, in time to see two
bunches of wood ducks flare high
and wide when they spotted our
pickup. Prospects looked good.

We put in our little flat-bottom
boat, planning to float down the
creek to an island in the marsh
where Boles, Johnson, alnd Striker
Creeks run together. The only prob-
lem was that my father hadn’t been
down the creek in a boat in twenty
years and | never had.

Not really knowing what to look
for, we set out. The creek was run-
ning strong and clear, with enough
current for good floating. It’s a little
creek with not more than 15 feet of
open water between the sawgrass-
lined banks. | didn’t think it was
deep, but my eight-foot pole rarely
touched bottom.

We were listening for squealers
and looking for squirrels as we went
along, hoping to make it a combina-
tion hunt. Soon we heard what we
were listening for, a single squeal.
We eased along quietly, wanting to
get close before the ducks came off
the water.

Suddenly, they were up. | was
the only one with a duck stamp, so
my father was yelling for me to get
them. | was in the back of the boat,
so | had to maneuver a little to get a
clear shot.

That first shot of the season has a
way of getting off target, and | mis-
sed clean. Dad was yelling ‘Shoot
again!” and | was saying “They're
too far, ” and by that time they were.

We only saw one other duck the
whole morning, a single flying high
and fast. We never did find the is-
land, but we hunted a good woods
on the other side of the creek. The
squirrels weren't stirring much. Of
the five we saw, we only bagged
one.

You may ask why anyone would
drive 170 miles to Rusk county to
hunt ducks, especially since the
wood duck is a 70 point duck, mean-
ing a maximum limit oftwo. The bag
isn’t nearly as important as the ex-
perience.

To spend a quiet morning in
country that looks like it did before
man came, has more value than can
be expressed in monetary terms. To
see the comeback ofa duck that was
almost gone a few years ago is a re-
ally beautiful thing for anyone who
truly loves the outdoors.

The peace of mind taken from an
outing like this one makes a man
able to cope with city life for another
week. It takes a certain feel for the
outdoors to get its benefits. Too
many go into nature and leave
something of themselves instead of
taking what it has to offer.

Women hold 591
legislative seats

WASHINGTON (AP)— Women
increased their ranks in state legisla-
tures by 26 per cent in last week’s
elections but still will comprise only
a fraction of the total membership.

Many women won Kkey races,
however, against opponents of the
Equal Rights Amendment which
must be ratified by five more states
before becoming part of the Con-
stitution.

With a dozen races undecided,
women have won 125 new seats in
legislatures. This brings their total

to 591, increasing their percentage
from six to eight ofthe over-all legis-
lative strength.

Nearly one-sixth of the women
were elected from one of the
nation’s smallest states, however,
and for the first time in years one
state will be without any women in
its legislature.

New Hampshire, which has a
424-member legislature, will have
103 women in its House, up from
89, and will retain its two women
senators.
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Burroughs

walks away
with MVP

LONG BEACH, Calif. (AP) —If

Jeff Burroughs is right, American
League pitchers can look forward to
many more years of problems when
he comes to bat.

The Texas Rangers' young out-
fielder gave them plenty in the 1974
season, slugging 25 home runs, bat-
ting in 118 runs and hitting .301,
and was named the American
League’s Most Valuable Player
Wednesday following only his sec-
ond full season in the major leagues.

“l probably feel the way | do
about the award because | still have
a tremendous amount to learn as a
ballplayer and many more years to
try to learn and accomplish it,” said
Burroughs.

“Maybe it's modesty, but there’s
so much to learn and | don’t think
I've reached my peak yet. At least |
hope not.”

And how does he feel about the
award? “It’s a fantastic honor ofsuch
magnitude that it almost seems like
a fantasy,” said the 23-year-old Bur-
roughs.

“l honestly don’t consider myself
with the people I'm now ranked
with, the players who have won the
award before. Joe DiMaggio, Mic-
key Mantle, Reggie Jackson—I see
my name with theirs and it just
doesn’t seem realistic.

THE BATTALION
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COLORADO SKI TRIP

DURING CHRISTMAS BREAK

INCLUDES:

JANUARY 9-17, 1975

BUS TRIP FROM C.S. TO SOUTH FORK, COLORADO

AND BACK

DAILY BUS TRANSPORTATION TO SKI AREA

LODGING FOR 7 DAYS/6 NIGHTS
TWO MEALS EACH DAY: BREAKFAST AND SUPPER

INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 8 DAYS

ALL FOR $120

OTHER ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE AT THE LODGE ARE
BICYCLING, HIKING, SNOWMOBILING, TOBOGGAN-

ING, ETC.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND RESERVATION FORMS, CALL
845-1515 OR GO BY THE STUDENT PROGRAMS OFFICE, ROOM

216, MSC.

SPONSORED BY THE MSC TRAVEL COMMITTEE

TAMU Town Hall Special Attractions

presents

SHAWN PHILLIPS

in concert

QUATERMASS

Peter Robinson, Barry DeSouza, John Gustafson

Tues. Nov. 26, 1974 9:00 pm
after the Bonfire
G. Rollie White Coliseum

Reserved Seats

TAMU/Student
General Public
Everyone must buy a Ticket for a Special Attraction

Reg SALE PRICESS1 4~

RADIO SHACK'S “EVERYTHING”
CALCULATOR IS HERE!

with ““‘Perfect Memory” Plus Automatic Percent Key!

®* Memory Capability With FOUR Key Function*!

* Fully Automatic "Constant” Operations!

® Selectable Full-Floating Or Fixed Decimal! -.C,
® Percent Key For Fast Computing Of Sales Ta*' f

GET THE RIGHT PARTS FOR ANY PROJECT Aj
THE SHACK

i

e ““Full-Size” Sound!
e Great for compacts,

Cars!
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1125 Villa Maria
9:30-6:00 Weekdays

Bryan

MS

10:00-6:00 Saturday

and you can L

charge It

VW’s.Sports

7/

REALISTIC

/ Fail-Safe Lifetime

L7

Guaranteed Against Op-
erational Failure for the

Life

Radio Shack Will Re-
place

J .. Receiving
Tybe Quality
Assurance)

TUBES

p Exclusive
e

akthrough

of Your Set— Or
'EM FREE!

(Except for physical damax*1>

Gen. Adm.
$2.50
$3.00

. Tickets go on sale Nov. 4, 1974
oy MSC Box Office (on 1st floor of Rudder Tower

Open 9-4

Our Most
Popular
Intercom

Mon-Fri
Another MSC Activity

845-2916

Plug °N Talk

Two-Station Wireless System

FREE

TUBE
TESTING
AT OVER

2000 STORES

FREE do-it-yourself tube
testers in all our stores. Your
savings add up fast when you
replace your own tubes!

® Lock-Button for Monitoring!
¢ Call-Button "Beeps" Other Stations!

® Lighted Push-to-Talk Bar!

RADIO SHACK HAS

REPLACEMENTS FOR
OVER 20.000 TRANSISTORS!

FREE!

NEW 1975 RADIO SHACK CATALOG!
PICK UP YOUR COPY AT ANY

RADIO SHACK STORE.



