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By WILL

Listen up

A plan to stop fining students for overdue books 
faded from sight during the summer, said Mike Gris
wold, a senior accounting major.

“Last spring, there was a lot of talk about it,” Gris
wold said. “Students were supposed to get a system 
similar to what the faculty has.

“It seems like over the summer the administration 
just forgot about it.”

The proposal to change the system for students 
originated last year in the Library Faculty Council, said 
Richard Puckett, assistant director for public services. 
The proposal hasn’t faded because a study is underway to 
determine its possibilities.

The Library Faculty Council is made up of faculty 
representatives from the colleges and three students, 
Troie Ann Pruett, Mary Ellen Martin and Fred Schlem- 
mer.

Faculty members may check out books for 30 days, 
he said. Advanced research makes longer withdrawal 
necessary. They were previously allowed to check out 
books for the term.

“If a faculty member keeps a book over 30 days — if 
it’s extremely overdue — his name is put on a list,” 
Puckett said. “He is not fined but he may not check out 
another book until he has returned the other. ”

Puckett said students may check out books for two 
weeks. An increasing fine is charged for overdue books.

A testing phase is needed before the student system 
could be changed, he said. “We want to see if enough 
students respond. If it appears successful, the fines could 
be lifted.

“We’ve been testing through the summer. The test 
may end Nov. 1 or may go through the whole month. ”

The test has been fairly successful, he said, and he 
produced a couple of graphs. They showed the number of 
overdue books for both faculty and students to be well 
below last year’s rate. There are slightly less than 900 
books overdue.

“We would like to see it down to nothing,” he said. 
“Then there’d be no need for fines.

“If a student keeps a book more than two weeks 
under the proposed system he will have his name placed 
on a list similar to the faculty. Until he returns the book 
he cannot check out another.

“There is also the possibility his grades will be 
blocked. ”

Puckett does not support the new system. “I’m sure 
it would remove the motivation to get books back on 
time. I wish we had no fines, but what other motivation is 
available to us? I don’t know of any other school that uses 
a similar system.”

If a book was in high demand and very helpful to a 
particular course, a student could check it out for the 
whole semester without penalty, he said. He could avoid 
checking out any more books, ignore the notices and 
then turn in the book at the end of the semester so his 
grades would be released. He would not be charged.

“The library wouldn’t lose any money without 
fines,” he said. When the library budget is figured, esti
mated fines are counted as assets. If fines were not col
lected, the library would simply get a larger allocation 
from the University.

“If the gradual drop in overdue books continues, the 
program may be used,” he said. The decision lies with 
the new director. Dr. Irene Hoadley.

She is now at Ohio State University and will arrive 
Nov. 1, he said.

The fines system works so poorly and causes so 
much red tape a new system is needed, said Mary Ellen 
Martin. “I think it will work. The graphs make me very 
optimistic.

‘Monaco flooding 
reached 11/2 feet’
Editor:

Please read the article in the Oct. 
10 Battalion, concerning the flood in 
the apartments at Monaco I.

First, for the residents in the back 
section of the complex (nearest the 
creek), water in the apartments was 
not a mere 2 inches, but between 10 
inches and IV2 feet in height. The 
water to the back of the section 
reached approximately 4 feet and up 
to 18 inches in the front section.

Cars suffered more than just 
ruined carpet and ball bearings on 
the wheels. One resident found 
water up to the front seat of his 
truck, and another had water up to 
the hood of his car, ruining his en
gine. Another found the gas ’tank of 
his car full of water.

Concerning the replacement of 
carpet, only vacant apartments have 
had carpet put in, using those which 
were ripped out of apartments and 
dried.

Incidentally, after five days, 
many residents ripped out their 
own carpet when they could no 
longer stand the smell. All other 
apartments have been without car
pet for exactly 4 weeks on Oct. 11.

The inconvenience of this situa
tion has been no less than great. 
Mold is growing up the walls in sev
eral rooms. Drapes have not been 
replaced or even cleaned. Warped 
wall paper, paneling, and doors 
have not been repaired. One 
resident’s window sill was ripped 
out because of the wall expansion. 
Most residents have not been able 
to even reach the manager as he is 
always “unavailable at the mo
ment.”

We would appreciate very much 
if your reporters would check with 
more than two residents before 
printing such misleading informa
tion and we would like to see a revi
sion of the article.

Names withheld

A further investigation of this sotry 
is underway — Ed.

‘Heroes’ cut
Editor:

I would like to make a response to 
the letter written by Ernie Sheffield 
in the Oct. 10 Battalion “Listen 
Up.” In his letter, Mr. Sheffield 
hailed draft dodgers as “the brave 
men who for conscience sake did not 
participate in military violence. ” He 
also condemned “those who put 
their faith in violence,” thus lump
ing all members of the military as a 
group of killing.

My answer to you, sir, is that if 
your “heroes” were as brave as you 
say they are, instead of jumping to 
Canada they would have offered to 
serve as members of such fine milit
ary teams as the Medical Corp or 
joined VISTA or the Peace Corps. 
Then, instead of “joining in the viol
ence,” they would have helped 
their fellow man as did many who 
were conscientious objectors to the 
war. Did your condemnation of the 
military include these men too?

Also, contrary to what you be-
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lieve, members of the military do 
not put their faith in war. In fact, 
there is no larger group of war- 
haters than soldiers. Having known 
many military men, and being a 
contract ROTC cadet, I know this to 
be true. This is true of General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, whose 
quote you used to illustrate your 
point, yet he was Commander-in- 
Chief of Allied Forces in the war 
against Hitler. Therefore shouldn’t 
you condemn him too?

Granted, there were a few men 
whose belief against war forced 
them to leave their country, but 
most of your “heroes” ran because 
they simple didn’t want to get kil
led, and for no other reason. In gen
eral, your praise is misplaced — in
stead of “lauding” cowards who re
fused a very generous plan of am
nesty, you should praise those who 
chose to remain behind to fight, and 
die, and protect this country so you 
could write your little letter without 
fear of being jailed or shot.

Mark Lyons ’77

Passes hassle
Editor:

I think the practice of checking 
shuttle bus passes every day is a 
waste of valuable time for both the 
student and the driver.

Although most passengers have 
their cards out and ready, there’s 
always a few who don’t. While anxi
ously waiting for the bus to hit the 
road so they won’t be late for class, 
some forty-odd people get to listen 
to one guy explain to the driver that 
he left his wallet back at the apart
ment, and then maybe watch some 
girl scavenge through her purse for 
the magic pass. And if they don’t 
come up with it, the driver will usu
ally let them ride anyway.

What’s the reason for checking 
passes everyday anyway? I believe a 
random check once a week or so 
would cure the free rider.

Beth Krugler

Bike storage
Editor:

I am writing to ask why our bikes 
must be moved out of the dorm.

I am a resident of the first floor of 
Leggett Hall. Recently I was in
formed that the University told the 
RAs not to allow bikes in the half So 
I tried to keep it in the room but 
there was not enough room for coex-. 
istence.

It is a silly policy because there is 
plenty of room for all the bikes of the 
residents of our floor underneath 
the stairs and behind columns.

Now, instead, the space is vacant 
and our bikes are outside, most of 
them in front of the dorm entrance. 
They must be moved frequently to 
enter the dorm.

Steven Bishkin

fupTnamba
Eddie Dominguez ’66 

Joe Arciniega ’74 
Greg Price

mmwnunro
If you want the real 
thing, not frozen or 
canned . . . We call It 
"Mexican Food 
Supreme.”

Dallas location:
3071 Northwest Hwy. 
352-8570
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AND V0U KNOW SOMETHING
Else ? i think you have
VERY CUTE STEPS / TT IT

THAT'S THE
First time

ANYONE 
HAS TOLD 
ME THAT 

I HAVE CUTE 
STEPS!
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GOOD M0PNIN6 
SCHOOL... HAVE 
YOU MET MV 
BOV FRIEND
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FfclENP? WAPPYA 
MEAN,B0Y FKlENP?/ I'M 
NOT YOUR BOY FKlENPii
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BONK!

'THE WAY I SEE IT, IF DEALING WITH THE COMMIES WILL KEEP OUR PRICES UP, THAT'S 
THE RED-BLOODED, FREE-ENTERPRISE, ALL-AMERICAN WAY!'

Beverley Braley Tours, Travel

Traveling 6HR£STM<nS...
Holiday Group Space 

NEW YORK SIRA”
departures December 20 8 21 lu~

MIAMI
departure December 2D
Includes round trip air fare from Houston.

s137 -

PLAN NOW!!
Group Airfares Subject to Pare Rules on each Departure

CALL ON US FOt

UNIVERSITY CENTER
Your own personal travel agency on campus

846-3773

TOWNSHIRE SHOPPING CENTER 
1907 Texas Ave., Bryan

BEVERLEY BRALEY UNIVERSITY TRAVEL

ROTARY COMMUNITY SERIES
IN COOPERATION WITH

TAMU—TOWN HALL
PRESENTS

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW’S
DON JUAN IN HELL

STARRING
RICARDO M0NTALBAN ★ EDWARD MULHARE 

KURT KASZNAR and MYRNA L0Y 
AS DONA ANA

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1974 8:00 P.M.
BRYAN CIVIC AUDITORIUM

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
MSC BOX OFFICE (ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE RUDDER TOWER) 845-2916

OPEN 9-4 M0N-FRI
GENERAL PUBLIC $5.50
A&M STUDENT & DATE S2.50 EACH

TOWN HALL
PRESENTS

RAY STEVENS
PLUS

THE DUKES OF AGGIELAND
IN A

TAMU SPECIAL ATTRACTION

FRIDAY NOV. 1, 1974
G. R0LLIE WHITE COLISEUM

8:00 P.M.

RESERVED SEATS

A&M Student & Date....................................................................  $3.00 ea.

General Public ................................................................................................................... $3.00 ea.

GENERAL ADMISSION

A&M Student w/activity Card & ID.....................................................................................$2.00 ea.

Non A&M Student Date.......................................................................................................... $2.00 ea.

General Public ................................................................................................................... $2.50 ea.

EVERYONE MUST BUY A TICKET FOR A SPECIAL ATTRACTION

MSC BOX OFFICE 845-2916 
ANOTHER MSC ACTIVITY


