
Page 6 THE BATTALION
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28. 1974

Batt book review

‘Mother Night’ shows moral
Twin poles accent Kyle

By MIKE PERRIN
Kurt Vonnegut’s “Mother Night” 

is uproariously funny and even con­
tains a moral for the rest of us: poli­
tics, especially a lack of politics, may 
lead to strange bedfellows.

The story unfolds around an 
American named Campbell who 
made propaganda broadcasts for the 
Nazis during World War II. He 
made them as a cover for his Ameri­
can espionage duties, but at the end 
of the war was simply told that he 
would have to begin life again, since 
his true nature could not be re­
vealed for security reasons. So he 
lived an eccentric life in New York 
City (what other kind is there in 
New York?), just drifting along.

Events take off from this point. A 
right-wing tabloid identified 
Campbell as the man who made “ra­
cial sense during WWII.” Of 
course, in his broadcasts, Campbell 
had pushed the theory of a master 
white and slave black race.

Others sought him out as a Nazi 
war criminal. He was taken into 
safety by the right wing publisher, 
whose driver is a black militant 
separatist. Campbell asked the pub­
lisher how he can stand to have a 
black working for him if he consi­
dered blacks inferior. The answer is 
that the two agree on the most vital 
point: the races need to be separate; 
there is only the small matter of 
which is superior.

Campbell discovered in quick

New tires 
have labels

Within the next year, information 
will appear on the side of auto tires 
indicating skid performance, tire 
life and high-speed performance.

George Schute, researcher at 
TAM U s Texas Transportation Insti­
tute, told how the testing methods 
were developed. TAMU is one of 
two centers in the U. S. where tire 
grade labeling tests can be satisfied.

“The Department of Transporta­
tion had the feeling the public 
wasn’t getting what it needed in tire 
information,” Schute said. “There 
used to be nothing but the size. 
Now, it is beginning to look like the 
Gettysburg Address.

“When this test program began, 
there was little known about tire 
dynamics outside the tire com­
panies,” he explained. “Now at least 
three facets will be known to the 
public: traction, treadwear and 
high-speed endurance. The label­
ing has been confusing with each 
company using their own system. 
Now there will be more standardi­
zation.”

The treadwear grades will range 
from 60 to 15. This represents the 
projected minimum life in 
thousands of miles of the tire on the 
test course. A tire marked ‘X’ is un­
graded and may have a mileage life 
of less than 15,000 miles on the gov­
ernment course.

Stars from one to three (highest) 
represent the tire’s ability to stop on 
wet pavement. A tire marked ‘O’ for 
traction is ungraded and may have 
poor traction performance.

The high-speed performance 
grades are A through C and repres­
ent the tire’s resistance to heat and 
its ability to dissipate heat. Exces­
sive heat can lead to sudden tire 
failure. The Grade C represents the 
resistance to heat which all pas­
senger car tires must meet under 
the federal motor vehicle safety 
standards.
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succession (a) he was in the com­
pany of an unreconstructed Nazi in­
volved in whipping up a Youth 
Corps, (b) his neighbor was a Rus­
sian spy, (c) he was declared offi­
cially dead by the U S Government, 
(d) Israel planned to arrest him for 
war crimes after these 25 years, (e) 
his wife did not die in 1944, but was 
in East Germany, (f) the Russian

government planned to abduct him 
as potentially important and (g) 
there was no help for him any­
where.

This insane group of events is 
brought about in an earnest, orderly 
fashion by Vonnegut, writing here 
at his prime. The book is a delight to 
read, yet is provoking in its conse­
quences.

The Stars and Stripes and Lone 
Star of Texas will fly from two new 
100-foot Kyle Field flagpoles Sept. 
14 at the Texas Aggies football 
opener against Clemson.

The flagpoles have just been set 
in their bases and are the gift of 1945 
Texas A&M graduate John R. 
Blocker who gave $10,000 to purch­
ase them.

Blocker, who has two sons attend­
ing TAMU, donated the funds for 
the poles in memory of his brother.

Lt. William B. Blocker, Class of 
1945, who died in World War II.

While attending the football 
game last year, Blocker, a Housto­
nian, noticed the old flagpole was 
almost hidden by the scoreboard 
and that prevailing southerly winds 
tangled the colors on the board 
while they were being hoisted.

The flags also were partially 
blocked from view during the gdme.

Blocker, who is president of the 
Petroleum and Minerals Group of

Dresser Industries Inc., made an 
offer to A&M President Jack Wil­
liams to get a flagpole that would be 
more impressive. The offer was ac­
cepted by Williams.

The final design called instead for 
two flagpoles flanking the 
scoreboard. Each would be 40 feet 
taller than the one replaced.

Each pole weighs 4,100 pounds 
and has a 13-inch base with a four- 
inch top. Crowning the summits are 
golden spheres.

The gift will be acknowldjl 
during Military Day cerem* ||
Oct. 19 at the Texas Christiait pORT ' 
versity game here, althougkLLh tim 
colors unfurl for the first ann
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Development Robert L. WalluBL Nev

A plaque will be placedonea
|e Univer:

the poles with an inscription |°~Uv jn, 
ing, Tn Memory of Lt. Wilt ^ 
Blocker, Class of 1945, by jot?8 u 
Blocker. Ir^

iiKO [MMI® P1MM1wm mm mm.ooo

mm I

QaSKAGGS 
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DRUGS tFOODS❖

UNIVERSITY DR. 
AT COLLEGE AVE.
PRICES EFFECTIVE

WED.-SAT. AUGUST 28-31
HOURS: 9AMj-12PM DAILY 

9AM - 10PM SUNDAY

SUPERIOR 
SUPER 20

2 SPEED
20” Carry 

About Box Fan

24" HOODED CHARCOAL 
BAR-BO-GRILL

Model No. No. 5081 
Swing Out Motor 

Rust Proof Chrome Grill 
Extra Heavy Steel Bowl

4*

VALIANT
ELECTRIC

PERCOLATOR

3 CUP SIZE 
Thermostatic 

Control
Enameled Aluminum 

Complete With 
Cord

MUNSEY 
ECONOMY POPPER. 
3 OT. CAPACITYi

Model CP-1 
See Through Top 
Removable Bowl 

Range Type Element 
Assorted Colors

MILCO
SCUFF-TIPP

MATS
Washable 

Long Lasting 
Weatherproof 

Heavy Duty 
16y4”x24y4"

CORNING WARE 
TRIO SAUCEPAN/ 

SET
Freeze, Cook, Serve 

1, IV2,2 Qt. Saucepan 
2 Glass Covers & 1 Plastic 

Storage Cover 
Floral Bouquet Pattern

CASABLANCA 
28 PIECE 

BAKE ’N SERVE 
ENSEMBLE

Oven Proof 
Dishwasher Safe 
Ideal For Baking 

Serving, Refrigerating

EX-CELL
SHOWER

With Snap-Action 
Shower Rings 

Assorted Colors

SUPER
PRINTER

CYCLOLAC
ATTACHE

CASE
Won’t Rust, Chip 

Or Peel -
Shock Proof, Stain Proof | 

With Inner Pocket 
And Lock

Instant 
Labelmaker

Single Trigger 
Action

Makes 42 Letters 
Numbers & Symbols

!

G.E. AM/FM 
CALENDAR 

RADIO

HOME OF MAN IN GOLD SERVICE!

EASY RIDER 
BIKE BAG

Naugahyde
Assorted Colors

WONDURA 
DOOR LENGTH MIRROR

Premium Sheet 
Glass Shatter 

Proof - Guaranteed 
Against Tarnishing 
Spotting Streaking

KRYLON SPRAY 
PAINT

13 Oz.
Assorted Colors

TUCKER
20 GKL PLASTIC 

GARBAGE CONTAINER
With Lid

RAID ANT 
AND ROACH 
16 OZ. SIZE
Penetrating Vapor 

Kills Bugs Dead

LOMA DELUXE 
LARGE LAUNDRY 

BASKET
Avocado-Harvest

IMMERSION 
HEATER
Makes Any 

Outlet a Kitchen

LOMA TRASH 
DROP TOP 
CONTAINER

Avocado-Harvest
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Two-way Power 
Day Date Calendar 

Builtin AFC 
Unique Cylinderical 

Styling

BOWMAR MX55 
ELECTRONIC 
CALCULATOR

>

Five Function 
Eight Digit 

Rechargeable 
Batteries 

Complete With 
Case & Charger
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WERMAX 
SUPER POWER 

HAIR dryer

*

Model HD-7 
650 Watt 

5 Attachments 
For Versatile 
Hair Styling
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