[stros looking at top e..

Texas Pro Baseball Outlook

... Rangers still at bottom?

By TONY GALLUCCI

A couple of managerial chang-
es in Texas major league base-
ball teams are responsible for
statement
lthat this is indeed the “Year of
|the Astros” and Bob Short's sale
of the Texas Rangers to a group

:Loel Passe’s annual

llooking for a winner.

In what is becoming an annual
event for the Astros, the replace-
Preston Go-
z has taken over the helm

!ment of managers,

from fiery Leo Durocher.

Durocher removed himself
from the job after less than a
iyear somewhat due to pressure
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from the powers that be and
somewhat from the less than ex-

pected fourth place finish.

little more than last year offered
from either ball club.

Houston’s Astros are generally
picked to hold up the third posi-
tion behind Cincinnati and Los
Angeles, considered to be about
equal in potential.

The Astro’'s mediocre finish
last year, 17 games behind Cin-
cinnati, should be slightly im-
proved this time around.

Houston fans will be missing
some familiar faces when the
season opens at the Astrodome.
Jim Wpynn, Jerry Reuss, Jim
York were disposed of early this
year and yesterday Skip Jutze
and James Rodney Richard were
cut to make the 25 player limit.

Gomez sent Wynn to Los An-
geles in a trade for disintegrat-
ing Osteen. Gomez might have
thought twice about the trade if
he had a time machine to let him

Billy Martin takes over where
Whitey Herzog left off with the

. 1974 Rangers and has brought in some

JTm?sng fresh talent that won’'t turn the The' As_trgs f\{vel,\gkesth fielding
.. franchise around but might help spot is right fie where one-
mtdicjl deep Bob Gallagher spends his

win more than
games.

last year’s 57 L
time.

All-st: Cedeno,
Athough both managers are stars edeno

know that Cedeno would be cool-
ing off in a jail cell for awhile.

Doug Rader

expecting the most from their
teams, the sages who make their
annual predictions in various pro
baseball magazines and numbers
of city newspapers are expecting
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and Lee May hold down three of
the other spots in the strong de-
defensive lineup.

The pitching outlook is fair to
good, depending on whether Lar-
ry Dierker, Don Wilson and Dave
Roberts can regain form. Osteen
more or less replaces Reuss giv-
ing a boost to the mound on the
basis of his 16-11 record with the
Dodgers, but some feel he has
seen his peak pass on.

The hitting outlook is about
the same; enough to win the
league, but needing help from
the defense. The loss of Wynn
whose average fell (slightly) to
.320 (worth second in team bat-
ting) didn't help matters a bit.

The Astros are looking to the
Mays (Milt and Lee not related),
Bob Watson and Cedeno to carry
the load.

The Texas Rangers look to
vastly improved and slightly ex-
perienced pitcher David Clyde to
draw the crowds, power-hitter
Jeff Burroughs to bring in the
runs and pitcher Ferguson Jen-
kins to bolster a strengthening
pitching crew.

The baseball writers feel how-
ever that the larger crowds,
higher scores and stronger pitch-
ing will not better the Rangers’
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TIRE SALE

Buy your tires for a song

Help

the Singin
on the road for their

Cadets get
Iron

Curtain Tour.

ALL CARNEGIE STEEL BELTED RADIALS -

HOUSE OK TIRES

70 SERIES PREMIUM TIRES

GUARANTEED FOR 40-000 MILES

PIRELLI

$39.95*

- 20% DISCOUNT ON ALL STEEL BELTED RADIALS

DUNLOP -2+2 FIBERGLASS BELTED - SET OF FOUR $99.98*

“‘Prices do not include taxes, mounting or balancing.

HOUSE OF TIRES -

1401 Texas

Where Quality Costs Less

sixth place finish of last year,
although they see the possibility

for a better winning average
than last season’s .352.
Burroughs pounded out 30

homers last season, had 85 rbi’s
and a .279 average at the plate.
His ability inspired Bob Short
(while still major owner) to
shorten the rightfield fenceline,
to give the righthander an equal
chance at all the walls.

Look for the Rangers to be
weak at third base or short stop
whichever position Toby Harrah
does not field, first base, one of
the outfield positions (Bur-
roughs, Cesar Tovar and who
else ?) and at catcher.

Disregarding an above average
starting four, look for hitting to
be less than major league qual-
ity.

While the Astros could make
waves at the top of the National
League West, look for either the
Los Angeles Dodgers or Cincin-
nati to duel either Pittsburgh or
the New York Mets for the NL
title.

The Oakland A'’s are a solid
choice in the American League
West which they share with the
Rangers among others. Either
the Boston Red Sox or the Balti-
more Orioles should take the
East and possibly the AL ticket
to the World Series.

Hargett jumps
to WFL’s Hawaii

Former Texas Aggie great Edd
Hargett has agreed to terms with
the Honolulu Hawaiians of the
World Football League.

Hargett has one year remaining
on his contract with the Houston
Oilers. He has been a taxi squad
member on the team since being
traded from New Orleans before
last season.

Hargett never played a down
for the Oilers in regular season
play after playing second fiddle
to Archie Manning at New Or-
leans.

Aaron opens
against Reds

CINCINNATI <dP)—Hank Aa-
ron was put into the opening
game lineup by Atlanta Manager
Eddie Mathews today, and the
40-year old slugger said he would
play against Cincinnati.

The first game of the 1974 ma-
jor league baseball season was
scheduled for 2:30 p. m., EDT.

Conditions appeared to be ideal
for Aaron to break Babe Ruth’s
hallowed home run record of 714.
Aaron needed only one homer to
tie the mark.

The temperatures had climbed
into the mid-60s by late morning
at Riverfront Stadium under
bright clear skies.

MONDAY EVENING
SPECIAL

BROILED BACON
WRAPPED
MOCK FILET STEAK
GERMAN STYLE
POTATOES

Choice of one
vegetable
Rolls & Butter
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orner

By KEVIN COFFEY, Sports Editor

Baseball, just like any other sport, often comes down to a game
of breaks. Good breaks and bad ones. Tuesday, the Aggies got a large
share of the latter when junior second baseman Mike Schraeder collided
with center fielder John Woods. Schraeder ruptured his spleen and his
services are lost for the rest of the regular season. With some luck,
Schraeder could be back for the playoff if the Ags hold on to the
Southwest Conference lead.

Coach Tom Chandler said
an injury can often spur a team on
because of added determination.

“We've been behind in
games and haven’'t panicked,”
Chandler told the team yesterday.
“I don’t see why we would panic
now.”

Chandler said that this 1974
bunch exemplifies togetherness
more than his past teams. “When
one guy is down, someone will
pick up the slack,” the Aggie
coach said. “WeTl have to battle
harder now and we can’'t expect
to win games by just throwing our
gloves on the field. We don’t have
any easy games left, we’ll have to
fight.”

Chandler’s point of picking
. up the slack has been shown all

Mike Schraeder season. During the teams trip over
spring break, Jim Hacker couldn’t buy a hit while Al Thurmond
couldn’t make an out. Hacker would hit a shot right at an enemy fielder
while Thurmond’s bloopers fell for doubles. Against TCU Hacker found
his just reward by pounding Frog hurlers for seven hits while Thurmond
went hitless in 10 attempts.

Bate for Schraeder

The job of filling in for Schraeder falls in the lap of Sandy Bate.
This is a break of the good variety as many teams don’t have an
experienced player like Bate available.

Bate has seen almost all of
his action this year as the desig-
nated hitter. He filled the role
well, hitting .333 on the season.
Schraeder was hitting .364.

Bate has fielded one ball
this year. He is making up for the
lost time now on the practice
field. Yesterday the Lufkin native
came to workout with a new glove
and promptly fielded 400 ground
balls to break it in.

““Sure  will miss Mike
(Schraeder) and I'd be a liar if |
said any different,” said Bate.
“All 1 can do is give it my best
shot and work hard to get ready. |
don’t think the team will let this
get us down. We’re more deter-
mined to break it in.”

Bate is a three year let-
terman. His class of seniors have
won more games at A&M than any other group.

Senior Pitcher Jackie Binks said the pressure of picking up where
Schraeder left off falls on the seniors and rightfully so. ““If we (seniors)

Sandy Bate

can’t pull the team through this, well then we don’t deserve a

championship,” Binks said. “We just have to bow our necks.”
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Our Advertisers

NOW BETTER THAN EVER BEFORE. YOU
WILL BE PLEASED WITH THESE CARE-
FULLY PREPARED AND TASTE TEMPTING
FOODS. EACH DAILY SPECIAL ONLY $1.29
PLUS TAX.

TUESDAY EVENING
SPECIAL

BREADED FISH
FILET w/TARTAR

WEDNESDAY
EVENING SPECIAL

CHICKEN FRIED BEEF

SAUCE STEAK w/CREAM
GRAVY
Cole Slaw
Hush Puppies Choice of two
Choice of one vegetables

vegetable
Rolls & Butter
Tea or Coffee

Rolls & Butter
Tea or Coffee

THURSDAY EVENING SPECIAL
ITALIAN CANDLELIGHT DINNER — ITALIAN SPAGHETTI

VAN

SERVED WITH SPICED MEAT BALLS AND SAUCE

Parmesan Cheese - Tossed Green Salad
Choice of Salad Dressing - Hot Garlic Bread

Tea or Coffee

You cannot believe you get, “The Whole Thing,” for $1.29

FRIDAY EVENING
SPECIAL

MEXICAN FIESTA
DINNER
TWO CHEESE AND

ONION ENCHILADAS
w/CHILI

Spanish Rice
Patio Style Beans
Rolls & Butter
Tea or Coffee

SUNDAY SPECIAL
NOON and EVENING

ROAST TURKEY DINNER

Served with
Cranberry Sauce & Crabapple
Cornbread Dressing
Rolls - Butter - Coffee or Tea
Giblet Gravy
And your choice of any
One vegetable
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EUROPE
Charter Flights

Affinity charters and group flights exclusively for:

The Texas A&M University
students, faculty, staff
and immediate family.

Dallas / Brussels / Dallas

24 Days —$349*
June 9-July 2

Capital Airways DC-8

252 seats

KIM Group Flights

Houston / Amsterdam / Houston
May 22-August 20, $462,601*
May 22-July 9, $462.60
June 5-July 3, $541.60

fadd $3 Departure Tax

Spain / Costadel Sol
$469 FROM DALLAS

March 31-April
May 26 - June 3

7

8 Days & 7 Nights at

Las Palmeres Hotel

Sept. 29-Oct. 7-$499

HONG KONG

Is an unsurpassed oriental adventure.

$649

June 28 -July 10
October 12-October 23
December 23-January 4

Optional trips to Bangkok and Taipei are
available.

SPECIAL INCLUSIVE TOUR CHARTERS

|.T.C. Charters

Great European Tours

Departing from Dallas

OPEN TO GENERAL PUBLIC
June 3-June 18- 16 Days

$595

Choice of 6 itineraries

LONDON / COSTA DEI SOL
Deluxe Tour

Two Weeks

$749

June 14-June 28

Also included a very special overnight

trip to Stratford — on —

Avon

Beverley Braley Tours, Travel
846 3773
Townshire Shopping Center 823 0961

Memorial Student Center

For further information mimm*
P fill out and mail
P. O. Box 5628, College Station 77840 r/l%§i\p5,,\
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