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Library Books, Materials Subject to Vandalism
By JACK G. VESTUTO JR.

On the third floor of the 
TAMU library, there is a book 
entitled “The Movies”, Jane Rus
sell’s body is missing on page 
392, Rudolph Valentino’s intended 
victim is cut out on page 141 
and on page 365, Clark Gable and 
Vivien Leigh have gone with the 
wind.

“Library vandalism has been 
going on as long as I can re
member and there is no way to

estimate the damage done,” says 
Richard L. Puckett TAMU lib
rary supervisor.

“Some get a good feeling from 
doing forbidden things like tak
ing a knife, going through the 
stacks and ripping up book bind
ings. You also have people who 
feel that as long as it’s state 
property, it’s all right.”

Puckett displayed a folder with 
the inside thesis missing. He said 
most thefts occur in the beef cat

tle and animal husbandry sec
tion and that the graduate stu
dents who steal pages from these 
theses and dissertations show a 
“higher level of immaturity.”

Library paintings and furni
ture were damaged one night and 
the reserve room hasn’t been ne
glected. Anyone opening a folder 
entitled “Selected Social Psycho
logical Models for Analysing 
Buyers” will be disappointed to 
find the inside material gone.

“If a person wants to steal a 
book, there isn’t any way to stop 
them and you can’t blame the 
doorman. He can’t shake the per
son down and besides, there 
might be some law suits if he 
did. You have to depend on the 
goodness of people,” said Puck
ett.

People caught vandalizing 
could be reported to their dean 
or faculty advisor, and, if the 
material is ruined, the person

could be charged for the cost of 
replacement. But Puckett said 
that this sort of activity is 
“sneaky” and it’s hai'd to catch 
people in the act.

Puckett explained that a 
general book fund pays for a 
new book, if is is available in 
print. If the book is mutilitated, 
it can be sent through an inter- 
library loan where zerox copies 
may be obtained.

Puckett suggested installing

cameras to scan the library but 
said that the cost of preventive 
action can exceed damage.

An open-stacked library such 
as A&M’s allows the student ac
cess to all books on a given sub
ject.

Puckett doesn’t like a closed- 
stack system because they might 
turn people from the library. In a 
closed-stack method, a student 
presents a catalogue card of the 
book he wants to the circulation

desk. The librarian then goes 
back to the stacks and gets
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the University Police continue 
to work . . . for a solution by the 
College Station Police.”

Williams, never knowing any of 
the legal problems involved, told 
his administrators this fall to 
place someone at the intersec
tion of Bizzell and Jersey for the 
same reasons as at the other in
tersection — traffic congestion 
The rest is history.

Injuries were sustained to both 
drivers involved in the accident. 
A ticket was issued to Walter 
Andrew Isbell II for failure to 
yield the right of way to the 
other vehicle, driven by Rose
mary Owen. Some officials tend 
to think the inexperience of the 
officers may have caused the two 
directions of traffic to collide 
at the middle of the intersection.

According to College Station 
City Attorney Bill Dozier, TA
MU cannot be enjoined in a suit 
involving the matter, even though 
University employes may have 
caused it. He referred The Bat
talion to the 1969 Texas Tort 
Claims Act as the only thing 
that will probably keep TAMU 
out of court.

The bill says that each unit of 
government shall be liable for 
damages caused by the negli
gence, wrongful act or omission 
of any officer or employe of said 
unit of government acting with
in the scope of his employment.

There are exceptions and they 
include “all claims based on in

jury or death connected with 
any accident ... or arising out 
of the failure to provide or the 
method of providing police or fire 
protection ...” This applies to 
any government employee, whe
ther he works for the city, coun
ty, school district or state gov
ernments and will probably keep 
TAMU out of trouble.

However, said Dozier, this 
doesn’t mean the people involv
ed in the accident can’t sue offi
cers Mann and Alinek for per
sonal negligence. The situation 
has left the two officers in line 
for possible court action because 
the tort laws will probably not 
cover them, said Dozier.

In discussing the matter with 
Williams, The Battalion was told 
that there had never been any 
indication to the President’s of
fice about any possible trouble 
arising with his request.

Williams could make no com
ment on the salaries offered 
police officers, other than that 
the legislature had set the salar
ies of the men.

Luther said he was particularly 
concerned with the situation be
cause compliance with Williams’ 
wishes severly jeopardized the 
lives of his men while he is short- 
handed. He added that he hoped 
the problem could be solved with
in administrative channels as 
quickly as possible.

811. PLAY FURNITURE 
SET

251. U. S. MAP PUZZLE 300. SPEED CYCLE
Friction powered, steerable front 
wheel. Police cycle rider has mov
able arms.

1903. FLOWER DESIGN 
CLUTCH BALL

Safe, washable, non-toxic vinyl with 
new safety self whistle.

701. FLOATING 
DUCKS SET

Three floating ducks m. assorted 
colors. Great water fun for little 
ones

20.ANIMAL STAMP 
SET

Non-toxic stamp pad. Nine 
assorted animals.

120. HAIR FASHION SET
Fits Barbie and all WV*" dolls 
Contains extra head, 3 wigs, comb, 
brush and rollers.

6901. ABC PLAY BLOCKS
Twenty piece sel of colorful piasi* 
play blocks ABC designs
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700. JACK OR JILL 

RAG DOLL
Rag Dolls — Select

6733. EARRINGS.
HI HEEL SHOES

Little girls love to play dress up just 
like Mommy

1001. POLY BOTTLE 
& HAMMER

Durable all poly bottle w<th big all 
soft poly hammer

569. STAGECOACH 
OR COVERED WAGON

Stage coach and galloping horses 
with a cowboy who even moves 
his head. Stage coach is detach
able from horses.

518. COWBOY AND 
INDIAN SET

Hours of play. Interchangeable 
parts and figures, authentic, un
breakable plastic.

330. TELL AND 
SPELL ASST.

Sturdy numbers or letters fit into 
matching slots.

504. COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES

Six assorted highway construction 
trucks made of high impact plastic.

405. ANIMAL SQUEEZE 
TOY SET

Four soft, vinyl animals in a lot! 
Colorful and cuddly.

2316. PLAY 
SQUEEZE ANIMALS

Colorful squeeze animals in assorted 
styles. Hot colors. With safety 
squeaker

777. COMBAT PLAYSET
Realistic military figures with tank, 
jeep and helicopter accessories.

120. PIN BALL GAMES
Test your skill. Assorted actions.

918. KEWPIE DOLL
Washable 8" Kewpie with move- 
able arms, legs, and head. Safe 
and non toxic for Baby's first doll.

1291. RANGER 
PATROL SET

5-pc. set. Telescope, magnifying 
glass, compass, binoculars, key 
chain whistle

1002 FAMOUS 
SADDLE HORSE

All plastic horse with saddle and 
bridle Authentic detailing Col
lector series

310. PLAYTIME BEAUTY 
SET

Styles, Vanity, Hair Style or

912. INFANT SEAT DOLL

Make-up set with accessories.

8 V; " Doll—dressed in her own in 
fant seat. Rooted hair can be 
brushed and combed.

503. 36” PUNCH-O- 
CLOWN

Bop Bag with Clown Face and 
Squeaker nose for fun indoors and 
outdoors.

503. 18 PC. FARM SET
Set includes farmer and farm ani
mals. Just right for any farm play 
set.

1003. JR. DR. OR 
NURSE SETS

Includes X-ray machine, watch, 
tweezers, hypo, thermometer, pres
sure guage and chart.

72. 12 PC. CREATIVE 
BLOCK SET

Unbreakable blocks of many colors, 
shapes and sizes for the pre
schoolers.

330. ACTION BUDDY 
MILITARY CLOTHES

Perfect fit for G.l. Joe. Twelve 
great styles. Select several.

168. ACTION BUDDY 
SOLDIER

11 V2" G.l. Joe Type Doll —Dressed 
in army green fatigues with hat. 
Moveable arms, legs, head and body.

772. 3-PC. VANITY SET
Dressed doll design mirror with 
matching comb and brush.

1004. PAPER DOLL SE1
Jeans n Things set with two J5-in 
stand-up paper dolls with inter
changeable costumes.
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Eddie Dominguez ’66 
Joe Arciniega ’74'

722. COMB. CHESS 
AND CHECKERS

678. CAP RIFLE

Two games in one. Plays check
ers, then chess. Includes chess
men—Checkers, Sturdy board.

Simulated wood grain stock, shoots 
roll caps.

615. RING A DING 
TELEPHONE

115. iiy2"
FASHION DOLL

& bank - Princess telephone. Soft, 
safe, polyethylene.

120. FASHION DOLL 
DRESS ASST, i

To fit Barbie and all 11 >/2" Dolls. 
12 Hi-Fashicn styles. A GREAT 
VALUE. {

111. KNIGHT SET 154. BIG KEY WIND-UP 
CHOPPER

Realistic Mechanical motorcycle. 
Has slicks and Silver Key — per
manently attached.

105. BABY DOLL WITH 
“MAMA” VOICE

Cupio face doll dressed in bright 
red p.j.'s. Rooted hair to comb, 
moveable legs and arms. Says 
"MAMA."

If you want the real 
thing, not frozen or 
canned ... We call It 
“Mexican Food 
Supreme.”
Two Dallas locations 
9671 Northwest Hwy. 
962-8570
*131 Ft. Worth Ave. 
.646-0645

2. WIND-UP OLD TIMER 
PLANES

Wind-Up Mechanical plane. As
sorted models. Prop turns when 
plane is moving.

Orange fragrance - Scratch 
Sniff. Smells just like oranges.

76 EDUCATIONAL KEGS
Seven unbreakable kegs. Use as 
nesting or stacking blocks. Teaches 
coordination.

305. MAGIC 
WHIPPER SNAPPER

Flip & Flies Dagger Life Magic.

148. ANTIQUE CARS
Six authentic styles. Metal chas
sis, turnable front wheels and 
wind up motor. Race or collect.

4112. MATTEL GRIPPER 
WHIPPIT SET

Play tossm . stickm . hittm games 
Fun for everyone

911. BEADED EVENING 
BAG

Bright colored beaded bag. Gold 
chain handle. Just like Mommy's

752. WILD ANIMAL SET
Twenty-four assorted wild animals 
All plastic m realistic colors
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