
Ethyl Questions Lead Regulations
Houston’s Ethyl Corporation 

recently obtained information on 
the proposed regulation affecting 
lead in gasoline from the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency as 
a result of the settlement of an 
Ethyl court case involving the 
Freedom of Information Act.

“Ethyl was forced into court 
to get “public” information which 
has never been made “public,” 
said Gerald L. Rice, an Ethyl 
chemical engineer. “The informa
tion explains how public money 
was used to make a study which 
proved what Ethyl has been say
ing all along: lead in gasoline is 
not affecting public health.”

The EPA regulation requires 
“that unleaded gas be made avail
able nationally after July 1, 1974. 
Any individual who operates 
single retail outlet which sells 
200,000 or more gallons annually 
shall offer unleaded gas, or any 
person who operates six or more 
retail outlets shall offer unlead 
ed gas to no fewer than 60 per 
cent of such outlets.”

The EPA has also required 
“that the lead content per gallon 
in leaded gasolines be decreased 
from two grams to 1.25 grams 
per gallon during the period Jan. 
1974 to Jan. 1977.”

Edward E. David Jr. of the 
President’s Office of Science and 
Technology said in 1972 that the 
“OST does not believe it is in the 
interest of the consumer or the 
nation to have a uniform automo
tive emmissions standard.”

Thirty per cent of the nation’s 
autos are in a region with an air 
quality that is unimpaired by cars 
meeting 1972 emissions standards. 
Many larger portions of the coun
try have an air quality that would 
be unimpaired utilizing thermal 
reactors, some exhaust gas recir
culation, and lead particulate 
traps if needed.

Only a small portion of the 
country requires the most ex
pensive emission abatement equip
ment, namely, catalytic convert
ers mandated by the current au
tomotive emission standards. Only 
lead-free gasoline is needed for 
this equipment.

“The Clean Air Act should be 
modified, Davis said in his No
vember 1972 report, “to diminish 
the enormous financial burden 
with a few compensatory benefits 
to the consumer required by the 
present legislative acts. Should 
the Act be modified, the require
ment for unleaded gasoline to be 
nationally available in large 
quantities diminishes to a require
ment for large quantities of un-

Nine Spelunkers 
Make Journey 
To Area Cave

The Texas A&M Speleogical So
ciety will hold its second organi
zational meeting Oct. 10, at 9 
p. m. in the MSC, rooms N and O. 
This meeting will be the last one 
that new members will be allow
ed to participate in the field trip 
of Oct. 13, which will explore 
Gorman Cave near Bend, Texas.

Gorman Cave is 30 miles south
west of Lampasas, Texas and it is 
in the heart of the Texas Cave 
area which begins south of 1-35 
and extends to Mexico.

The Texas A&M Speleogical So
ciety hopes to explore new life 
forms and geological formations 
which are found in Texas caves. 
“Caving” as it is called by the 
initiated is an outdoor, indoor 
sport which gives members a 
chance of adventure as well as 
recreation.

The club had its first organiza
tional meeting last Wednesday 
and chose Bob Bliss as Temporary 
Chairman and David Roberts, as 
Secretary Treasurer. Both have 
experience as cavers. Bob Bliss is 
a member of the National Spele
ogical Society (NSS) and Dave 
Roberts has done extensive cav
ing1 in France and Germany.

Bliss and his wife Vicki, Dave 
Roberts, Clay Hughes, Waynne 
Walker and his wife Kathy, John 
McFarlin, Dewayne Spain and Da
vid Finfrock have already taken 
an exploratory trip to Gorman 
Cave.

John McFarlin, Houston fresh
man, said that the cave is only 
accessible by “rapelling” which is 
a descent by rope similar to 
mountain climbing. Once you are 
in the cave you have only three 
light soures which separate you 
from total darkness, the carbide 
lamp or miners hat, an electrical 
source or flashlight and candle 
light.

A L< LE N 
Oldsmobile 

Cadillac
SALES - SERVICE

“Where satisfaction is 
standard equipment”

2401 Texas Ave. 
823-8002

leaded gasolines in the regions 
where catalytic converters must 
be used and enough mobility in 
the regions where cars equipped 
with catalytic converters may 
drive but are not required. The 
issue for the government is 
whether to require retailers to 
plan to have a uniformly wide
spread distribution of unleaded 
gasoline.”

“OST has reviewed the medical 
evidence that supports EPA’s de
sire to reduce the lead content of 
gas and finds the information 
unsupported by the evidence,”

said David.
OST also found better strate

gies should the health issue be 
more supportable than the one 
selected, namely, the use of lead 
traps in car exhaust systems rath
er than a general reduction of 
lead in gasoline, Davis told Nix
on.

“There is a lack of medical evi
dence to support EPA’s findings,” 
explained David. “There is no 
correlation between airborn lead 
and lead levels in blood for the 
range of airborn lead levels en
countered in rural or urban com

munities.”
On the average, urban popula

tions have higher lead blood level 
concentrations than suburban pop
ulations (19 micrograms as com
pared to 17 micrograms). How
ever, there is the same difference 
in lead level concentration be
tween smokers and nonsmokers.

Though airborne levels were 
higher in 1968-69 than in 1961-62, 
there is no indication that blood 
lead content in either urban or 
rural population is approaching 
the significant danger level of 
40 micrograms per millilite.

College Station, Texas Wednesday, October 10, 1973 BATTALION
SANDWICHES SUBMARINES

“Where no two sandwiches are alike!”
Situated Right at Northgate

^rsmnt J^aubhuclf jS’ljoppe
Senate meeting tonight? Take KESAMI SANDWICHES. 

Your committee will vote “yes.”

329 University Dr. 11 a. m. til ? 846-6428

OUT-A-SITE SALADS CHEESECAKES

ALBERTSONS
DRUGS & FOODS

COMPLETE ONE-STOP 

SHOPPING WITH FAST 

FRIENDLY SERVICE

WITH ACEROLA 
BIOFLAVONOIDS 

100 TABLETS

R0BITUSSIN
COUGH

FORMULA
NON-NARCOTIC FOR 
CHILDREN AND ADULTS

SEA BREEZE 
SHAVE LUTION
MEDICATED, ULTRA COOL 

KIND TO YOUR SKIN

BRYLCREEM 
POWER HOLD

DRY SPRAY FOR TOTAL 
HAIR CONTROL.

NAIR
HAIR REMOVER

LOTION, FOR BABY SMOOTH 
SKIN IN MINUTES 

FOR LEGS AND UNDERARMS

NESTLE 
SUPER SET

PROTEIN SETTING LOTION 
ENRICHED WITH LANOLIN 
ALL WEATHER FORMULA

.......................................

UNIVERSITY DRIVE AT COLLEGE AVE

99999999^

46


