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‘Brain Coach’ Role Fits Bumgardner
By RICK BROWN

There are football coaches, 
track coaches, swimming coaches, 
baseball coaches and then there 
is coach Max Bumgardner. He is 
a brain coach.

i, jA
Max Bumgardner

Officially titled Academic 
Counselor for the A&M athletic 
department, Bumgardner is rela
tively new at A&M. He came 
with coach Emory Bellard last 
year, having been head coach at 
San Angelo State for 19 years. 
Bumgardner's position places in 
his hands responsibility for some 
,00 athletes anytime they are not 
in practice. Somehow he man
ages to do it, and apparently, do 
it well.

Every athlete approached had 
nothing but praise for Bumgard
ner, with linebacker John Mc- 
Crumbly saying, “He really cares 
about us. If I have a problem, I 
can always go to coach Bum.”

As “brain coach” Bumgardner 
oversees the athletic tutorial pro
gram designed for all athletes re
gardless of academic standing. 
Freshman football players are 
required to attend two tutorial 
sessions a week during football

season, the rest of the program 
being voluntary. All athletes, 
however, are encouraged to par
ticipate, the degree of the en
couragement, depending to a 
great extent on their GPR. Coach 
“Bum” utilizes as many as 30 
paid tutors per semester to assist 
those athletes needing or request
ing help. Using mostly grad stu
dents a s tutors, he prepares 
those with undergraduate experi
ence at A&M.

Bumgardner keeps close con
tact with members of the faculty 
as well as his athletes. He main
tains progress charts on each 
student and makes sure they at
tend class as often as possible. 
He requests information from the 
faculty regarding poor perform
ance by any athlete in order that 
they may receive any special help 
necessary. Bumgardner says 
“These guys spend up to six 
hours a day either in practice or 
discussions with coaches. Some

times they miss classes due to 
games or meets. We use the tu
torial program to try and com
pensate for the dedication they 
have to give to be a good athlete. 
We don’t tell them what courses 
to take or set up special jock 
courses. We just try to help 
them with whatever they want to 
take.” And help them he does. 
No fewer than 11 students were 
in for advice on everything from 
hurt knees to where to stay dur
ing the one hour this reporter

was there.
Coach “Bum” is just that, a 

coach. He loves athletics and he 
loves his athletes. He said, “We 
(the coaches) like to think that 
football or baseball or whatever 
is uppermost in the minds of our 
athletes and that athletics comes 
first. But when it comes right 
down to it, their education is 
really number one. And that’s 
what our tutorial program is all 
about.” And that’s what coach 
Bum is all about.
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FLORSHEIM, PEDWIN, 

PORTO-PED, ACME, 
CONVERSE

113 N Main — 822-1239 
Downtown Bryan
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Boston College at A&M A&M A&M A&M A&M A&M A&M A&M

Iowa State at Arkansas Iowa Iowa Iowa Iowa Iowa Iowa Iowa

Baylor at Colorado Colo. Colo. Colo. Colo. Colo. Colo. Colo.

Houston at Memphis St. Houston Houston Houston Houston Houston Houston Houston

Rice at LSU LSU LSU LSU LSU LSU LSU LSU

Virginia Tech at SMU SMU SMU SMU V. Tech SMU SMU SMU

Texas Tech at Texas Texas Texas Texas Texas Tech Texas Tech

TCU at Ohio State Ohio Ohio Ohio Ohio Ohio Ohio Ohio

Oklahoma at So. Cal. use OU use use use OU use

Cardinals vs. Cowboys Cowboys Cowboys Cowboys Cowboys Cowboys Cowboys Cowboys

Season Record 17-3 17-3 16-4 " 15-5 15-5 15-5 12-8

Last Week 7-3 7-3 8-2 5-5 8-2 6-4 5-6

Percentage .850 .850 .800 .760 .750 .750 .600

A. J. FOYT
GORDON J0HNC0CK...BOBBY AND AL UNSER... 

MARIO ANDRETTI...JOHNNY RUTHERFORD...
AND OTHER WORLD FAMOUS DRIVERS...IN TWO OF THE WORLD S 
FASTEST RACES...IN THE USAC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TRAIL (INDY 
CARS) AND THE LATE MODEL STOCK CAR CHAMPIONSHIP.

WIN with the WINNERS! OverSB,000
THE WINNING DRIVER OF EACH RACE WILL DRAW A FAN'S NAME...THE NAME DRAWN 
WILL WIN THE SAME AMOUNT OF CASH AS THE WINNING DRIVER’S SHARE... MUST 
BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD... NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.

Oct. 6 1:00 PM 4^
TexqsWorjd ® speecivway

“World's Fastest"
GRANDSTAND: UNRESERVED $8.00 (CHILDREN 
UNDER 12$4.00) RESERVED: $10.00AND $15.00 
INFIELD: $6.00 (CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE).. FOR 
INFORMATION CALL TOLL FREE .800-392-2896

TICKETS AT ARNOLDS...
LOU SCHWARTZKOPF PONTIAC... 

PRECISION AUTOMOTIVE... 
TEXAS WORLD SPEEDWAY...

Guest Picker:
Next Week’s Picker:

Mrs. Emory Bellard 
Randy Gillespie

AG6IELAND FLOWER & GIFT SHOP
209 University

BEAT BOSTON, AGGIES!

FOOTBALL MUMS FOR THE GAME! 
CUSTOM PERSONALIZED MUMS 

ARE OUR SPECIALTY!

SHOW THAT YOU CARE 
CALL 

846-5825
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Delightful Dining
v.s.

Parking Problems
Park your car near one of our campus dining room designed for your convenience, dine in 

leisure and avoid last minute parking problems before each football game. Elegant meals await 
you at two locations:

PENISTON CAFETERIA, TOWER DINING ROOM,
Sbisa Hall Basement Conference Tower

(V) Fast Service (V) Gourmet Foods
(V) Inexpensive (V) Great View of Aggieland
(V) Wide Selection (V) Delight Decor
(V) Low Calorie Foods (V) Hostess Service
(V) Special Gifts for Children (V) Pleasant Atmosphere

— OPEN -
Sun. - Fri. 7 a. m. Daily

4:30 p. m. to 7 p. m. 11 a. m. - 2 p. m.
5:30 p. m. - 9 p. m.

AND FROM 7 A.M. TO GAME 
TIME EACH GAME DAY

*A PENISTON SPECIAL You will enjoy these two unique dining facilities any time, and particularly on gamp dav
*Hot, flaky, fresh-baked biscuits every morning. 
A home tastin’ treat to go along with a down- 
home breakfast. QUALITY FIRST


