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WASHINGTON (^P)—Two for
mer officials of President Nixon’s 
re-election committee were con
victed Tuesday of conspiracy, bur
glary and wiretapping of Demo
cratic party headquarters in the 
Watergate political - espionage 
case.

The jury of eight women and 
lour men took less than 90 min
utes to convict G. Gordon Liddy 
and James W. McCord Jr.—re
spectively the general counsel and

security chief of the Committee 
for the Re-election of the Presi
dent.

McCord was one of five men 
arrested in the Watergate office 
building quarters of the Demo
cratic National Committee last 
June 17. Liddy was described by 
the prosecution as the boss of 
the operation, a contention ac
cepted by the jury in convicting 
him of conspiracy.

The 16-day trial failed to an

swer wider questions raised in 
the Watergate affair — whether 
the conspirators were acting on 
orders from higher up in the 
Nixon campaign organization, or 
whether they went off on their 
own in illegal activities.

A Senate panel is expected to 
look into such issues in a later 
inquiry.

E. Howard Hunt and four of 
the men arrested with McCord 
pleaded guilty at the trial start

and await sentencing—now along 
with Liddy and McCord.

Chief U.S. District Court Judge 
John J. Sirica, who presided over 
the trial, ordered Liddy’s and Mc
Cord’s bond revoked and the men 
were jailed. Hunt posted $100,000 
surety bond; the other four re
main in custody.

Liddy and McCord took the 
verdict with slight smiles.

Neither defendant testified. 
There were 51 witnesses for the

prosecution and 11 for the de
fense.

Sentencing for all seven will 
come later after presentence in
vestigations.

Liddy was convicted of conspi
racy and two counts each of sec
ond-degree burglary, attempting 
to intercept oral and wire com
munications and actually inter
cepting conversations.

McCord was convicted on those 
same charges, plus two counts of

possessing bugging equipment.
The trial stemmed from the 

bugging and break-in of Demo
cratic party headquarters in the 
Watergate building last June 17.

The attorneys for McCord and 
Liddy said they would request a 
bond hearing before Judge Sirica 
W ednesday.

Gerald Alch, attorney for Mc
Cord, said basic grounds for ap
peal would be Sirica’s failure to 
allow questioning of prospective
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jurors on an individual basis, his 
denial of mistrial motions after 
five of the defendants pleaded 
guilty and denial of Alch’s re
quest that he be allowed to pre
sent witnesses that McCord act
ed to prevent greater crimes.

Alch was asked whether there 
were higher Republican re-elec
tion officials involved and replied: 
“Mr. McCord was concerned sole
ly with the charges against him 
and that was the limit of my 
knowledge.”

The jury had received the case 
at 4:35 p.m. and sent out word 
that a verdict had been reached 
before 6.

It had been sequestered in the 
federal courthouse since Jan. 9.

In his instructions, Judge Si
rica told them they were search
ing for the truth.

Quake Hits 
In Mexico

MEXICO CITY (A5)—A strong 
earthquake rocked the entire cen
tral plateau of Mexico Tuesday 
afternoon and initial reports in
dicated some injuries and prop
erty damage in numerous cities.

The quake occurred at 3:02 p.m. 
CST and the epicenter located 
about 500 kilometers west of here 
in Colima and Michoacan states 
registered 7-7.5 on the Richter 
Scale, the Tacubaya Observatory 
here reported.

The tremor’s intensity in this 
city reached six points on the 
Mercali scale, the observatory 
said, and lasted three minutes 
and 20 seconds.

Colima Police Inspector Col. 
Candido Rangel said at least 10 
injured persons were received at 
local hospitals and at least four 
homes were destroyed.

The fire volcano of Colima lo
cated about 80 kilometers north 
of the city spewed a large cloud 
of smoke and ash when the quake 
occurred.

The volcano last erupted in 
1913. The government palace 
there was cracked from the trem
or, it was reported.

The tremor was reported in 
San I/^iA^ ^otosi, ^G^a^ra, 
Aguascalientes and Celaya.
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