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CADET SLOUCH by Jim Earle SoVlCtS Silfc With BoiHl pollCy
The West German opposition’s 

decision to challenge Chancellor 
Willy Brandt’s government on 
economic issues may mean that 
Soviet leaders can stop worrying 
so much about Bonn’s foreign 
policy.

It seems that the opposition 
Christian Democratic Union hav
ing handed Chancellor Brandt a 
couple of rough jolts over the 
weekend, probably is scared to 
tackle his policy toward the Soviet 
Union and Communist East Eu
rope.

If that is the case, the treaties 
negotiated in 1970 with the Soviet 
Union and Communist-ruled Po
land, recognizing the finality of 
German loss of territory in World 
War II, are now safe. The CDU 
doesn’t want to be blamed for 
torpedoing them.

Within reach of a political 
bomb, the conservatives decided 
they had to approach it timidly, 
fearful of overkill and fallout. 
It begins to look as if they’ll let 
the treaties slide through ratifi
cation, in which case the Soviet

leadership can stop chewing its 
collective fingernails.

A big dollop of Soviet policy 
rides on the Kremlin expectation 
that the pacts will be ratified 
May 4 when the vote on the mat
ter comes before the Bundestag, 
lower house of West Germany’s 
parliament. Defeat of the pacts 
could change the whole European 
atmosphere radically.

What may be saving the trea
ties is a dilemma facing the CDU 
in its attempt to bring down 
Brandt’s coalition of Social Dem
ocrats and Free Democrats.

A weekend success for the CDU 
in Baden-Wuerttemberg state vot
ing for the Bundesrat and a 
defection from Brandt’s coalition 
by a Free Democrat lawmaker 
might have meant that the mo
ment of truth had arrived on the 
treaty issue. The CDU has as
sailed the pacts as going too far 
and giving away too much.

Brandt’s coalition strength in 
the Bundestag, after the defec
tion, is exactly 249, which pro
duces a majority of one vote. An 
absolute majority is needed to

Hightower receives grant
Dr. Dan Hightower of the Col

lege of Veterinary Medicine has
in veterinary 
pharmacology.

physiology and

ratify. A tie could defeat the 
treaties. If any Brandt supporter 
should be prevented from getting 
to the Bundestag May 4, the 
treaties could be defeated. But 
it may not be that much of a 
cliffhanger now.

Brandt probably would have 
preferred to be challenged on 
his “Ostpolitik,” or East policy 
rather than on domestic issues. 
Ostpolitik is a hot potato for the 
opposition.

While the CDU lacked strength 
to defeat the treaties it could 
afford the luxury of criticizing 
and opposing them. But prospects 
of increased trade with the East 
and substantial easing of tension 
have been popular in West Ger
many. The CDU could suffer 
from public reaction if it tried 
to fell Brandt on the treaty issue. 
Thus, it may want to give the 
impression that it accepts the 
treaties grudgingly while deplor
ing the terms.

The opposition still has the 
power to delay ratification and 
keep the Russians annoyed and 
on edge. The Baden-Wuerttem
berg result left the conservatives 
in control of the Bundesrat, the 
upper house. While it cannot 
prevent ratification, the Bund
esrat could, if it chose, delay it.
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received an $89,000 renewal grant 
from the National Aero
nautics and Space Administration 
to continue studies of radiation 
effects on the skin and eyes.
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The associate professor of vet
erinary physiology and pharma
cology will research biological ef
fects of low energy protons on 
eyes and skin. NASA has awarded 
the grant for the fourth year, 
with the current funds running 
through Dec. 31, 1972.

“Doctor, it’s been the same dream since I became a 
graduating senior! It’s the day before graduation and I 
get this slip from the Registrars office . .

Co-investigators are Dr. James 
B. Smathers, associate professor 
of nuclear engineering, and Drs. 
James R. Kyzar and Eugene 
Wright, both research associates
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Nixon’s dilemma
The old phrase “You can’t please all of the people all of the 

time” will bear particular significance tonight as President Nixon 
addresses the nation concerning current and future Vietnam policy.

With the House Democrats and campus rioters leaning heavily on 
the President already, any decision involving increases rather than 
reductions of troop levels in the war zone will undoubtedly invoke 
more verbal protests and violence. Such a decision would also indicate 
the failure of Vietnamization.

In view of recent step-ups in the bombing of targets above the 
Demilitarized Zone it is evident that Vietnamization is off to a slow and 
shaky start.

Here is the dilemma. Protests in recent years have set the stage for 
U.S. troop reductions.

Nixon attempted to turn the war over to the South Vietnamese, 
with questionable effectiveness. So now people are calling that policy a 
failure.

The same group that opposed U.S. involvement is now ham
mering Vietnamization. If Nixon keeps U.S. troops in Vietnam, they 
complain. If he takes the troops out and turns the show over to the 
South Vietnamese, they complain. Nixon loses either way.

It will be interesting to see which way the President will take 
now. If he doesn’t have a third alternative up his sleeve, more 
complaining will be the order of the day.
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Cbe Battalion
Opinions expressed in The Battalion are those of 

the student writers only. The Battalion is a non-tax- 
supported, non-profit, self-supporting educational enter
prise edited and operated by students as a university and 
community newspaper.

The Battalion, a student newspaper at Texas A&M, is 
published in College Station, Texas, daily except Saturday
Sunday, Monday, 
May, and once a

aww.., daily except Saturday,
and holiday periods, September through 
week during summer school.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor must be typed, double-spaced, 

and no more than 300 words in length. They must be 
signed, although the writer’s name will be withheld by 
arrangement with the editor. Address correspondence to 
Listen Up, The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, 
College Station, Texas 77843.
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The Associated Collegiate Press

Mail subscriptions are $3.50 per semester; $6 per school 
year; $6.50 per full year. All subscriptions subject to

Advertising rate furnished on request.
The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, College Station,
sales tax.

6% 
Address:

Texas 77843.

Members of the Student Publications Board are: Jim
Lindsey, chairman; H. F. Filers, College of Liberal Arts ; 
F. S. White, College of Engineering; Dr. Asa B. Childers, Jr., 
College of Veterinary Medicine; Dr. W. E. Tedrick, College 
of Agriculture; and Layne Kruse, student.

The Associated Press is entitled exclusively to the use for 
reproduction of all news dispatchs credited to it or not 
otherwise credited in the paper and local news of spontaneous 
origin published herein. Rights of republication of all other 
matter herein are also reserved.

Second-Class postage paid at College Station, Texas.

Represented nationally by National Educational Advertising 
Services, Inc., New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and San
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ATTENTION
Graduating Seniors

and anyone else that will not be at TAMUi next fall, if 
yob wish to have the 1972 Aggieland mailed to you, 
please come by the Student Publications office, 216 Serv
ices Bldg, and leave a mailing address and a postage fee.
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PEANUTS By Charles M. Schu
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