Science fiction

convention

to feature movies, auction

By BRAD ELLIS

"The Forbin Project” and “The
Rievers” head the list of films
tobe shown at the Cepheid Vari-
ible science fiction convention.

The Cepheid Variable Science
Fiction Club of A&M wiill host the
convention, Aggie Con IlI, in
Bryan at the Holiday Inn, April
4. The convention is expected
attract book collectors and
comic book dealers from all over
Texass and possibly Oklahoma.
Eal Blair and Ken Donnell are
imong the movie collectors who
kave promised to bring films.

The main event at any conven-
tion is the action in the Dealers’
Room.  Collectors display their
materials on tables rented from
the sponsoring club. Buying and
selling goes on from morning un-
til late night.

Some dealers will bring mate-
rials they bought or otherwise

accumulated especially for the
purpose of selling at the conven-
tion. Their commercial efforts al-
ways yield a profit, sometimes
quite a bit of money. The com-
mon fare encompasses comic
books, paperback books, movie
stills, radio tapes, movie posters
and even Mickey Mouse watches.
Some rare old items that com-
mand the premium prices are is-
sues of the old “Doc Savage” and
“Shadow” pulp magazines. Very
early Superman and Donald Duck
comic books from the ’'30s and
'40s, and early ’'60s Entertaining
Comics like “Weird Fantasy,” oft-
en go for $10 or more.
Whenever movies are not be-
ing shown, that room will be used
to hold auctions. The auctions are
unpredictable. They may run all
day or just a few minutes, de-
pending on how much material
is to be auctioned. There is no
restriction on what can be auc-

tioned and generally everything
is. Excitement runs high and usu-
ally someone will get so caught
up in the competition fervor, he
will bid far higher than he in-
tended to.

Aggie Con Il will be more like
a Texas fandom party than any-
thing else. Everyone is invited to
attend the convention and the
seminar on science fiction to be
held April 8 in the Physics Build-
ing.

Although the Cepheid Variable
Club has sponsored two fan gath-
erings in the past, this is the
club’s first real convention. The
club is exceptional among college
fan groups in that it competes in
size, wealth and activity with city
clubs like the Dallas Science Fic-
tion Society. College clubs are
plagued with a transitory and sea-
sonal membership, but this has
not daunted the A&M club.

PEGLEG BILL, A ONE-LEGGED SEAGULL, drives off a young competitor from his
home for more than 25 years, the old pilings of an Anacortes, Wash., company pond.
In 1947, a millworker rescued the bird when a bullet had left one leg smashed and dang-
ling. A co-worker, Clyde LeMaister, still packs an extra sandwich daily for Pegleg Bill.

(AP Wirephoto)

Life IS quiet and dangerous

for the soldiers

BELFAST UP> __ For British
soldiers in the streets of Northern
Ireland, it is a war against a
lvdden enemy.

Any man on patrol, no matter
how quiet the streets may seem,
can run into a snipoer’s bullet at
any time.

More and more often the Brit-
ish soldiers, sent here in response
to an appeal from the Roman
Catholic minority in 1969, are be-
ing taunted by an enemy who in-
flicts injury or death and melts
away into the civilian population.

-

Part of the soldier's job in
combating guerrilla war is to
seek to bring the enemy into the
open. At night, in Belfast, troops
with blackened faces flit from
corner to corner in the Catholic
areas with the aim of getting
shot at—so that they can shoot
back.

A private soldier gets an av-
erage of $9.10 a day. The rates
vary according to length of serv-
ice. Out of this he pays for some
of his food and smaller items of
uniform. It's an all-volunteer
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army. Recruiting relies heavily on
farnily tradition. Most units in-
clude several sets of brothers.

The army was first called on
to the streets of Northern Ire-
land in August 1969. No soldier
was Killed until February 1971.
Now the army’s death toll stands
at 56. More than 400 soldiers have
been wounded.

There now are 15,000 soldiers
on duty here. Men on frontline
duty come for a tour of four to
six months. During that time
they are perpetually on call, ex-
cept for one rest day a month.

And even on the rest day they
must keep inside their makeshift
barracks—old bus depots, disused
factories. Any soldier who went
out to a bar or the movies would
risk assassination.

On a Sunday afternoon the
soldiers may attend an inter-
denominational church service.
They sing hymns, pray together,
listen to their chaplain.

But then it is back to duty in
flak jackets, with loaded rifles,
tut into the streets where even
women and children stone them
and curse them.

MONEY

Loaned on Anything
of Value

Sports equipment
Stereo equipment
Guitars-Amps
Jewelry-Tools
Guns-Cameras

No credit record required!
Come to see us. Get a pawn
loan of $30 and receive
$2.00 free on your first
loan.

Texas State Credit
1014 Texas Ave.
Weingarten Center
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SATURDAY, APRIL 1st
A&M CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

lect Charles Thomas
POSITION ONE

A Businessman Should Serve On Our School Board.
Vote For Charles Thomas, Position One.

Pd. Pol. Ad.

EASTER BEGIN
AERE!

QUIDRIPHOHIC tome on now

8-TRACK TAPE PLAYER

The Panasonic RS-806US record/play deck has
everything you'll need to record tape cartridges
from your records or radio. This handsome
walnut enclosed unit has locking fast forward
button, eject button, program selector, lighted
program indicators, and two VU meters.
Comes with 2 connection cords for easy
hook-up with your present stereo system.
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MODEL RS-806US

f BSR j MCDONALD STERLING

BUDGET PRICED STEREO

For great sounds from a budget priced stereo MODEL SE-10

system, you can't beat this combination! The
Sterling Model 70-0020 AM/FM/FM stereo
receiver delivers a full 15 watts of beautiful
music power. Has input jacks for phono, tape,
and stereo headphones. Add the BSR/
McDonald Model 4800X 4-speed automatic
record changer. This handsome unit comes in
a molded ebony base with tinted dust cover
and diamond stylus. Top it off with a matched
pair of our SE-10 speakers, each with a 6"
air suspension speaker enclosed in a handsome MODEL BSR-4800X

oiled walnut cabinet. CH IC 4 A OllTH
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SUPER STEREO SYSTEM....FOR THOSE WHO WANT QUALITY SOUND IN THE
MEDIUM PRICE RANGE

ready to play with base, dust cover and Shure elliptical
cartridge. Any stereo system is only as good as its
speakers. That's why we've rounded out this system with
two of our SE-410 three way air suspension speaker
systems. These speakers are made for us exclusively by
Utah Electronics, a foremost supplier of basic speaker
systems. Each unit contains a 12" woofer, a 6" mid-range
and a SVz" tweeter handsomely encased in a rich walnut
finished cabinet. For private listening, we've included a
pair of PIONEER SE-L20 stereo headphones.

If you're looking for a complete stereo component sys-
tem, look for the best. And this system combines some
of the best names in Stereo. It centers around the
PIONEER SX-626 AM/FM Multiplex stereo receiver.
This is a 110 watt IHF music power unit with especially
fine sensitivity and selectivity. The STERLING Model
46-1600 record changer is made especially for us by
BSR/McDonald and features cue control, anti-skate con-
trol, and counterweighted tonearm. Comes complete and
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903 South Main Bryan,Texas 022-1589

STORE HOURS: 8:30 TIL 5:30 MONDAY THRU FRIDAY—S8:00 TIL 1:00 SATURDAY



