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CADET SLOUCH by Jim Earle original 12th Man retires
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“I figure we’ve got to go just to work up some cam- 
pusology questions about it!”

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex. bP)— 
Dr. E. King Gill, who came out 
of the stands to inspire the Tex
as Aggies to a legendary victory 
over Centre College in 1922, has 
retired after more than 40 years 
of medical practice.

The 70-year-old opthalmologist 
was the original 12th man of 
Aggieland, a custom carried on 
by thousands of A&M students 
over a half century, who tradi
tionally stand at all the A&M 
football games.

Gill still vividely recalls that 
January day 50 years ago when 
A&M was playing the famous 
Praying Colonels in Dallas in a 
match which was the forerunner 
of today’s Cotton Bowl Classic.

Gill, a 165-pound, reserve soph
omore fullback, didn’t suit up for 
the contest.

“I had played on the team up 
until Thanksgiving Day,” he said. 
“But this was a post-season game 
and I was on the basketball 
squad.”

Gill went to the game, how
ever, and served as a player 
spotter for Jinx Tucker, the late 
Waco sports writer.

As the rough game wore on, 
Aggie Coach Dana X. Bible got 
down to only one backfield sub
stitute as injuries took out his 
players.

“He motioned to me to come 
down from the press box,” Gill 
said. “He told me to suit up. 
He thought he might need me.”

Gill and Aggie captain Heinie 
Weir went underneath the stands 
to exchange clothing. Gill put 
on the injured Weir’s football 
uniform and Weir donned Gill’s 
civilian clothes.

Gill didn’t play that day, but

the legend says his presence on 
the bench and readiness spurred 
the Aggies to an upset 22-14 
victory.

Since Gill’s experience, Aggie 
coaches have called on the Corps 
for a 12th man several times. 
This is the reason the students 
stand.

In 1941, a song entitled “The 
Twelfth Man” was accepted by 
the Corps as the school song at 
A&M.

Gill was later voted into 
A&M’s Athletic Hall of Fame.

Gill went on to earn eight let
ters at A&M in football, basket
ball and baseball. He was cap
tain and guard on two cham
pionship basketball teams. He 
graduated in 1924 with a degree 
in engineering, coached for a 
year at Greenville and then en
tered Baylor School of Medicine.

After graduation from Medi
cal school in 1929 he started 
practice in San Antonio. Several 
of his friends, including some old 
classmates such as Dr. A. J. Ash
more, Dr. L. C. Arnim and Dr. 
Cedric Friday were practicing 
here and in 1935 Gill moved to 
Corpus Christi and hung out his 
shingle.

“I’ve never regretted coming

here,” Gill said. “The city has 
been awfully good to me. I’ve 
made a lot of friends.”

Gill is one of a vanishing num
ber of specialists who treat eye, 
ear, nose and throat problems. 
Nowadays young physicians spe
cialize in one but seldom more of 
these areas.

Five years ago, Gill had a 
heart attack and had to slow 
down his practice. Two years 
ago he was hunting quail and a 
shotgun accidentally discharged, 
causing him to lose part of an 
index finger. That hampered his 
ability to perform surgery.

In 1970 when Hurricane Celia 
damaged his home here, Gill and 
his wife, Myrtle, moved to a 
waterfront cottage in Rockport. 
Commuting to Corpus Christi to 
work since then also has been a 
strain.

Gill has turned his eye pracn 
tice over to Dr. John B. Sohoki, 
an opthalmologist who was re
cently discharged from the Navy 
here.

Gill now plans to spend most 
of his time hunting, fishing and

playing golf. He says he will re
main close to Corpus Christi and 
keep active as an honorary mem
ber of the Nueces County Medi
cal Society. He will travel a lot 
between here and Rockport and 
a 300-acre ranch he has at Bul- 
verde, near San Antonio.

And, he adds, he’ll also keep 
close ties with Aggieland.

“I’d raise and die with A&M,” 
he said, in true Aggie fashion.

But there is one thing about 
retiring he is looking forward to. 
It’s about those Aggie Jokes.

“Maybe now I won’t get so 
many phone calls,” Gill said. “Be
ing the original Twelfth Man, I 
was almost the first they’d call 
when someone heard a new joke.”
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(Continued from page 1) 
the senate. A two-thirds majority 
is required to override the veto.

Sharp defended the veto power 
by saying that without this the 
president would have no control 
over the senate whatsoever. The 
only other powers he would have, 
he said, would be those appointive.

In other business, the Student 
Senate approved a $500 donation 
to a project to help aid disaster 
victims.

Jerry Arterburn (Sr-Arch)

The current plan for the apportionment of senators to the Corps 
of Cadets is, at best, only temporary. Unfortunately for the Student 
Senate, the Corps, and all students, the entire thing has the possibility 
of enduring for many more years to come.

The plan calls for having six senators from the Corps. They are to 
be alloted, supposedly, on a one to 500 ratio.

It is here that the first of many inconsistencies becomes visible. 
There are, at best, only 2,500 ROTC members on campus. If you divide 
500 into this you come up with a quotient of five. Now, if these leads 
you to believe that the Corps is over represented by one, you are right.

It is.
Now this is hardly earth-shattering in consequence. It is rare that 

one vote will make that much difference among the proposed 85 
senators. But it is unfair to those others who do manage to follow the 
5QG tP one ratio.

The reason for having this figure of six is so that each class in the 
Corps can have two representatives. This, basically, is good, for the 
Corps is structured on a class basis and if the senator is to represent his 
constituents he must do so by class, not by living area.

But there are better ways than assigning a base of six senators to 
work from. One good one would be to have one senator from each 
class, giving three, and have the remaining two elected at large.

This method has the advantage of using five senators, the rate we 
have to work with. It also has an advantage that the other method 
doesn’t. It is flexible.

The current method calls for a minimum of six senators. This 
means as well that if the Corps drops in population it still has six 
senators.

And until this population drop occurs, it is still over represented 
by at least one.

It isn’t fair. It isn’t even sensible.
Now true, President Jack K. Williams and others have predicted 

that someday there will be 4,000 members of the Corps of Cadets.
But we’re not holding our breath and we really can’t recommend 

that anybody do so.
To go on actual events, not hoped for dreams, the Corps has been 

steadily decreasing in size for the last several years. True, it has held 
static or increased ever so slightly this year as a result of some much 
needed changes but this is hardly a good indication of future growth.

Perhaps it will grow, but it must grow at least by 500 before it 
isn’t over represented.

It was argued at the senate meeting last night that the tentative 
schedule for the civilian areas is also over represented by one and so it 
is.

But note that in the civilian’s case it is called tentative.
Population changes, shifts and other matters will effect next year’s and 
each year’s apportionment. But in the Corps case we are stuck with a 
minimum of six. Even if it loses population.

There are times when people must be fair. When writing a
constitution is one of them. We can well imagine what might have
happened if slavery, which was then common, was written into the 
United States Constitution. Just the same we must be cautious of 
writing in any restrictions that may bind and chafe at later dates.

To be good, a constitution must be flexible. To be supported, it 
must be fair. This part of the proposed constitution is neither.

We hasten to remind those that hope that by compromising on 
this they will get it passed by the senate that there are other
considerations. It must pass the students as well and the constitution is 
unfair to a majority of them.

Let us not lose sight of the obligation to the students.

o tyauri
‘r T . ri

said that the project involved the 
design of temporary housing for 
victims of disasters who had lost 
their shelters.

The project is one that is being 
worked on nationally by students 
only. Different designs are to be 
created at different universities 
and presented to the government 
and press at a conference. Sup
posedly the best design will be 
used.

The type of shelter aimed at 
is one that can be erected quickly 
but inhabited for periods as long 
as a year. It must be able to
hold a family of five and be com
pact before erection.

There was some opposition to 
the proposal, centered around the 
usage of funds for something 
other than A&M students. Others 
argued that A&M students should 
be concerned with things other 
than local.

The senate approved the changed 
Academic Regulations brought be
fore them at an earlier meeting. 
The new regulations call for a 
Dead Week and a method of pro
testing grades received in courses.

Also approved was the appoint
ment of Robert R. Heffernan to 
the senate as a sophomore repre
sentative from Engineering.
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TONIGHT
C. A. C. PRESENTS

‘A WOMAN IS A WOMAN’
Students \ 
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Cbe Battalion
Opinions expressed in The Battalion are those of 

the student writers only. The Battalion is a non-tax- 
supported, non-profit, self-supporting educational enter
prise edited and operated by students as a university and 
community neiuspaper.

The Battalion, a student newspaper at Texas A&M, is 
ished in College Station, Texas, daily except Saturd 

and holiday periods, 
week during summer

published 
Sunday, Monday, and
May, and once

periods. Septem
chool.
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LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor must be typed, double-spaced, 

and no more than 300 words in length. They must be 
signed, although the writer’s name will be withheld by 
arrangement with the editor. Address correspondence to 
l.isten Up, The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, 
College Station, Texas 77813.

MEMBER
The Associated Press, Texas Press Association 

The Associated Collegiate Press

Members of the Student Publications Board are: Jim
Lindsey, chairman ; H. F. Filers, College of Liberal Arts; 
F. S. White, College of Engineering; Dr. Asa B. Childers, Jr., 
College of Veterinary Medicine; Dr. W. E. Tedrick, College 
of Agriculture; and Layne Kruse, student.

Represented nationally by National Educational Advertising 
Services, Inc., New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco.

year;
sales tax. Advertising rate furnished' on request 
The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, College Station, 
Texas 77843.

use for 
or not

: credited in the paper and local news of spontaneous 
origin published herein. Rights of republication of all other 
matter herein are also reserved.

Second-Class postage paid at College Station, Texas.

EDITOR .................................. HAYDEN WHITSETT
Managing Editor ........................................  Doug Dilley
News Editor...................................................... Sue Davis
Sports Editor ............................................... John Curylo
Assistant Sports Editor .............................. Bill Henry

JEAN-LUC GODARD

8:00 M.S.C. BALLROOM
FRIDAY, FEB. 4TH
Student With Activity Card ..................... . $3.00 (Season Ticket)
All Others............................................................. $4.50 (Season Ticket)
Admission At Door............................................$1.00

PEANUTS By Charles M. Schul
PEANUTS
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