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John Curylo

Lesson to be learned from nasty Rice studentsJ
B Tuesday night’s floor show by 
pie Rice student body brings to 

mind a few ideas for Aggie fans 
in G. Rollie White Coliseum Sat
urday night to see the game with 
the Texas Tech Red Raiders.

1 A&M, Tech and Southern Meth- 
|odist are tied for the lead in the 
(Southwest Conference basketball 
Race, and the battle is crucial, to 

say the least.
| With the Aggies picked to fin

ish last in the conference in pre- 
| Season polls, chances to do well 

in league play cannot be jeopar
dized by poor conduct on the part 
j of supporters.

The crudeness shown by the 
3wl fans drove this point home, 
in that the reputation of the 

hool in the future is damaged. 
The athletic fortunes of the pres- 
lent don’t do boo well, either. The 
Iggies proved that in Autry 
ourt

The strain of unsportsmanlike 
conduct is felt in recruiting, rep
utation and present performance. 
Rice had several football scholar
ship prospects present Tuesday, 
as Coach Emory Bellard will Sat
urday. It is imperative that these 
athletes be greeted as warmly as 
possible.

For the fans in the bleachers, 
it may be cute to shout gross re
marks, but for the young men vis
iting the campus, incidents like 
that may turn them away forever. 
High school rivalries are strong, 
but prospects hear boos from the 
crowd as personal cuts. It is not 
easy for a 17-year-old high school 
senior to stand in front of 7,000 
people, and verbal abuse, regard
less of intent, will not sway him 
to Texas A&M.

Reputation is a big thing in 
college sports. Tech has a repu
tation for throwing turkey eggs

and Rice for obscenity. Such 
things are on the minds of oppo
nents, fans and referees. The Ag
gies got fired up when the Rice 
people got malicious, and the 
same could happen here if care is 
not taken.

Crowd noise is a factor in bas
ketball, but volume should be 
positive. The nearest thing to pos
itive noise in Houston was curs
ing of the referees instead of the 
Aggies by Rice. In the case of 
Tech, it is best not to rile them 
up, because they are blessed with 
ability.

It has been three years since 
the “Baylor incident” in 1969, but 
those of us who were here can 
never forget the amount of cover
age the fight received and how it 
hurt A&M. Another riot could be 
disastrous.

Referees have the hardest job 
in the world, next to digging wells 
in Montana in the winter months. 
Some people will take almost any 
job for money, but officiating is 
one of the least popular and re
warding.

The officials in Tuesday night’s 
game were personally abused 
more by the Rice student body 
than anyone in the gym. They 
blew a few calls, which was under
standable. No official gets them 
all perfect.

Something A&M must avoid at 
all cost is infuriating the ref
erees. All we need is to make an 
official mad at us, and we can 
kiss championship hopes goodby. 
Technical fouls mean more than 
just a free throw and an in
bounds play.

When the race is close, close 
calls become much more crucial. 
The Aggies cannot afford to cause 
a referee to blow any judgments 
at any time.

Booing is important here. It 
would be interesting to note the 
result of applauding the officials 
when they are introduced Satur
day night. It might psyche Tech 
out just enough. It would also in
crease the value of our stock with 
league referees.

First place is on the line here 
at 8 p.m. Saturday. We owe it 
to the efforts of our basketball 
players and coaches to show the 
Raiders what positive incentive is. 
We owe it to ourselves to support 
our school in a way that will 
bring victory, hot notoriety, upon
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Gordon B. Richardson
Campus Representative
707 University Drive, Suite 23
846-7027

ERRORITE™ AT YOUR
BOOKSTORE

BURGER HUT

Shrimp Platter......................$1.85
Golden Fried Chicken .... $1.75 
Chicken Fried Steak .... $1.50

317 University Dr. North Gate

♦

THE RUGBY CLUB OF A&M got its string of 24 wins broken Wednesday when the Club 
Champagnat of Buenos Aries, Argentina, came up with a 9-4 victory. The Aggies battled 
the skilled foreigners on a muddy Drill Field, with Jon Gunn scoring the only points for 
A&M on a second half try. (Photo by Mike Rice)
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SPEEDREADING CLASSES OFFERED BY THE

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SPEEDREADING
BEGIN FEB. 21 IN BRYAN - COLLEGE STATION.

* Join the many A&M students and professors who successfully completed 
our six-week evening course in the fall.

* We guarantee that you will double your present reading speed and im
prove your comprehension.

Speedreading graduates almost universally improve their grades one full 
letter grade. No wonder . . . homework assignments can be read in half 
the time and understood better!

Low tuition of $75 covers all costs of our comprehensive course, includ
ing nationally recognized textbooks.

HARLINGEN (A>) — Defending 
champion Maurice Wilson of Dal
las outlasted Lou Button of San 
Antonio for a 1-up victory Wed
nesday to highlight second round 
championship flight matches in 
the 20th annual “Life Begins at 
40” golf tournament.

Wilson was even par for the 
previous three tournaments, lost 
a 2-up advantage when Button 
eagled the 14th hole and won

No. 17 with a par. However, the 
retired Air Force colonel three- 
putted No. 18 to lose the match.

Wilson was even ar for the 
day.

Most quarterfinalists had bat
tles on their hands. However, 
former three-time winner and 
1971 runnerup, Curtis Person of 
Memphis, Tenn., breezed past 
Stephen Treacy of Wilmette, 111., 
5 and 4 after carding birdies on 
three of the first eight holes.

ENGINEERS, WE’RE HIRING ! ! !

Consider these facts about TFs Equipment 
Group when looking for a career.

Diversification — We are industry leaders in 
many fields. Your career can take shape 
in Radar - Electro Optics - Guidance Con
trol - Communication - Computer Design 
and other areas. The choice is yours.

State of the Art Technology — Stay current 
by working in systems development that 
is in the fore-front of Electro Mechanical 
Design or fabrication. This is key to 
your long range success and security.

Job Stability — Yes, because we have set a 
new growth goal - to reach $3 billion in 
annual sales in the decade of the Seven
ties. This growth will provide endless 
advancement opportunities for engineers 
who have a desire for responsibility in 
an innovative, enthusiastic growth cor
poration where the atmosphere is in
formal but highly competitive, demand
ing and professional. See us at your 
placement Office. We will be on your 
campus interviewing

FEBRUARY 3 and 4

Evaluate yourself the potential of a career 
with TI. If the schedule is full or you cannot 
interview on campus, send a resume to

R. Y. Henslee 
Corporate Staffing 
Texas Instruments Incorporated 
P. O. Box 5474, MS/67 
Dallas, Texas 75222

You hear a lot 
of Sam Neely’s 
story in 
his music.

Capitol.


