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Merger only solution

Colonels face financial crisis
LOUISVILLE, Ky. WP> — The 

Kentucky Colonels win basket­
ball games. But they are losing 
dollars, plenty of them, their 
owners say.

The five owners of the Ameri­
can Basketball Association team 
believe a merger between the 
ABA and National Basketball 
Association is imperative.

“If Congress votes down the 
merger/’ said Colonels’ Board 
Chairman Wendell Cherry, 
“you’re going to see a tremen­
dous flight of capital out of bas­
ketball, and it won’t stop short 
of Kentucky.”

He said, “We’d have to quit, 
that’s all. We’d have to throw 
in the towel.”

If the Colonels’ projected loss 
for this fiscal year—$402,837— 
is correct, Cherry and the four 
other owners will be $1,771,649 
in the red since they purchased 
the ABA team in October 1969.

One reason for the deficit is 
the bidding war between the two 
leagues for college basketball 
players. This bothers Cherry, but 
not as much as the ABA league 
assessment.

He said it came to $78,113 in 
fiscal 1970, was $128,297 during

the past fiscal year, and prob­
ably will be $147,300 this year.

“This has been a tremendous 
expense,” he said. “We pick up 
one-eleventh of the bill and it 
has been getting higher each 
year, primarily because of attor­
neys’ fees. A lot of time and 
money has been spent on work­
ing out this merger at the league 
level.”

Should the merger go through, 
he continued, “the league office 
can operate much more efficient­
ly. Costs would generally be low­
er and would be divided among 
more teams.”

When Cherry testified before 
the Senate subcommittee study­
ing the consolidation, its chair­
man charged that club owners

enjoy losing money because of 
the tax advantages involved.

should have to call it quits, it 
won’t be their fault.”

Cherry calls this “absurd. I’ve 
said it before: there’s no future 
in tax write-offs.”

He explained that under the 
corporate setup for the Colonels, 
the largest possible write-off for 
one of the five owners would be 
70 per cent, “provided the indi­
vidual has other income to off­
set the loss.”

The Colonels are averaging 
about 9,300 spectators per game 
at home. This figure, which is 
sixth best among the 28 pro 
teams, includes complimentary 
tickets.

Cherry said he has “no axe to 
grind with the fans. If we

The fact is, he continued, 
“these people (the owners) aren’t 
going to put their capital into 
something that has no hope 
whatsoever of being rewarded. 
That’s true in any area of busi­
ness, and basketball is no excep­
tion.”
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Bryan - College Station 
Newest and Finest

Serving Homecooked Lunches 
Daily $1.49

All You Can Eat—Catfish 
Dinner Friday Evenings $1.79

New With Us,
After Church Sunday Buffet. 

3 Entree, 12 Salads,
10 Desserts. $1.79

Alacarte Dining. 
Serving the Finest Sea Foods 

and U. S. Choice Steaks.

Introduction to Fine Foods.

Clip This Ad.
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ings. Buy One and Get the 
Second One For /2 Price.
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DEFENSIVE STANDOUT BOBBY THREADGILL 
Christian Horned Frogs Mark Stone (54) and Ricky Hall. Threadgill, a senior from New 
Braunfels, has started the last eight games for the Aggies, six of which A&M won. The 
6-4 guard has appeared in 14 of the Aggies’ 15 games, averaging 7.9 points per game, 
9.7 in conference play. His most impressive statistic is the 24 personal fouls he has com­
mitted, averaging out to 1.7 per game. (Photo by Make Rice)
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LEVI’S FOR GALS !

Low cut, button-up front, split 
knee. In engineer's stripes and 
solids of too percent cotton denim 
and STA-PREST (R) polyester 
and cotton.

TOM’S LEVI’S
Pant Shop 

800 Villa Maria 
823-8213

Intramural wrestling starts 
with next week’s weigh-ins

Intramural wrestling weigh-ins 
begin Monday and Tuesday, Jan­
uary 3l and February 1, the in­
tramural office announced Mon­
day.

Any person who has entered 
a weight division has to weigh 
in on one of these days. He has 
to make his weight class on these 
days or he cannot wrestle. No 
switching classes will be allowed. 
Weigh-ins will be conducted in 
the P.E. locker room in the base­
ment of G. Rollie White Coliseum 
between four o’clock and six 
o’clock.

The intramural office also an­
nounced that softball entries are 
due February 18. Every team 
in every class must enter by this 
date.

Playoffs are continuing this 
week in Class A basketball and 
Class B horseshoes. The cham­
pionship game in Class B horse­
shoes will be Monday, January 
31 at five o’clock.

Playoffs in Class B football 
begin January 31. Class C win­

ners in bowling and golf should 
meet in the intramural office at 
5:15 on January 31 to set the 
final roll-off and final match in 
those sports.

Cardinals acquire 
Steve Worster

ST. LOUIS (A*)—The St. Louis 
football Cardinals announced the 
acquisition Wednesday of Steve 
Worster, former University of 
Texas running back who played 
last season in the Canadian Foot­
ball League.

Worster was a fourth - round 
draft choice by the Los Angeles 
Rams in 1971. He signed with 
the Hamilton Tiger-Cats but was 
suspended by the CFL after four 
games because of an arrest on 
a charge of possessing mari­
juana.

Worster was arrested at his 
apartment where he was enter­
taining friends. He said he had 
no knowledge of the marijuana.

Looking for a mind-expander?

Modernistic operations room of HL&P’s new Energy 
Control Center.

We have one! The challenge of providing 
electric power to 5,600 square miles of one 
of the nation’s fastest growing metropolitan 
areas—the Houston Gulf Coast. It’s a 
dynamic community, requiring the best

of mind and talent to meet the demands 
of a brilliant future.

At Houston Lighting & Power Company, 
our biggest challenge is to see how far 
ahead we can think and plan—to be ready 
for the area’s needs before they arise.

A few examples of our preparation for 
today and tomorrow are the revolutionary, 
computerized Energy Control Center; 
instantaneous data recall Customer 
Information System; the Southwest’s 
largest, most modern power generating 
equipment.

If you’d like to be part of this growth, 
contact us for an interview: Engineers— 
Electrical, Mechanical, Chemical;
Salesmen, Accountants, Mathematicians, 
Secretaries, Business Administration 
and Liberal Arts Graduates.

Houston Lighting & Power Company
An equal opportunity employer
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Cherry is optimistic that the 
proposed merger will be ap­
proved but doubts that action is 
likely before the upcoming draft 
of college players.

And that means, he said, “that 
a lot of kids will be getting 
enough money to make sure they 
never have to do a full day’s 
work again.”
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SUP-R-BELT
WIDE DOUBLE BELTED TIRES

CHAMPION
FULL 4-PLY NYL 

CORD TIRES
A full full strength tire with full {
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Plus $2.34 Federal excise tax and tire off your car.

Whitewalls #28.75
Sixe Blackwalls Whitewalla F.E.T.

E78-14 (7.35-141 $24.75 $28.75 $2.34

F78-14 <7.75-141 26.75 30.75 2.52

G78-14 (8.25-14) 29.50 33.50 2.69

H78-14 (8.55-14) 32.25 36.75 2.93

078-15 (8.25-15) 30.00 34.50 2.78

H78-15 (8.55-15) 33.00 37.50 p. 3.01

L78-15 (9.15-15) - 43.25 3.28
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All prices plus taxes and tire oft your car.

If we should sell out of 
your site, a rsincheck will 
be issued, assuring future 
delivery at the advertised 
price.
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8.45-15 22.95 25.95 _ J!

son

DRIVE IN TODAY FOR FAST SERVICE BY TIRE EXPERTS
Priced as shown at Firestone Stores. Competitively priced at Firestone Dealers and at all service stations displaying the Firestone sign.
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Check the services your car needs Q ...and bring 

in this ad. (Only services you authorize will be done.)
□ Stake

aefjttstmtnf
Excluding disc brakes 
and some foreign cars. 88 '2

□ Tin 
rotation
We’ll also inflate them 
to recommended pressure?88
n ftp itf em

ar/famem r
Most American cars.
(Air cond. extra on some cars) 
Parts extra, if needed. 988
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□ take 4 
oi/change

Includes up to 5 
quarts of premium oil.

□ Shock S 
absorbers

Famous brand. 
Includes installation.

1288
m

Each

□ Brake retine (Drum-type)
We replace linings and shoes on all 4 wheels with new Firestone 
lining, adjust brakes for full drum contact, and inspect complete 
brake system. 2888
□ front disc brake service *
Our experts install 4 new front brake pads, repack outer front wheel 
bearings, inspect calipers and rotors and inspect rear axle brakes. 
Discs machined and calipers rebuilt extra cost. 2988
□ tO-point brake overheat
Includes new Firestone lining on all 4 wheels, rebuild all 4 wheel 
cylinders, arc lining, turn and true drums, inspect^ master cylinders,
repack front bearings, inspect complete system. Drum type brakes.4888
□ Volkswagen brake refine

We replace lining and shoes with new Firestone lining, adjust brakes 
for full drum contact, repack front wheel bearings, and inspect entire 
system. Drum type brakes. 2988
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□ Cngine tene-up
Our mechanics install new AC plugs, new Delco points, new Delco 
condenser, new Delco rotor, adjust timing, adjust carburetor, check 
generator and voltage regulator. Air conditioned cars extra. 2488
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*Price shown is for Fords, Chevys, Plymouths & American Compacts. Others slightly higher.
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Tirestone
TEXAS AVE. & POST OFFICE STfU 
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