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The ‘real’ Aggies
If you have been paying attention to the Listen Up column the 

past few weeks you have seen a plethora of letters dealing with 
traditions and who keeps them.

The subject isn’t new. It comes up every year with great 
predictability-just like final exams and about as pleasant. All of a 
sudden the Corps has the civilian personality down better than any 
sociologist could hope for and the same is true for civilians and the 
Corps personality. Unfortunately, neither is right.

The hang-up comes from something that would cause any logic 
prof, or any rational thinking being, to go into convulsions. It’s called 
drawing a general conclusion from a particular fact or, as has been 
said before, very poor logic.

There is no way an accurate description of the actions of a group 
of people ranging in size from 2,000 to 12,000 can be reached by 
working from a particular happening or from the actions of a few. 
Some fanatics might think this is possible, but then, those are the 
fanatics.

A beautiful, if it can be called that, example of this is the lead 
letter in Listen Up today. So was the letter from Jim Zeman that 
started this whole thing. So were most of the others.

The problem with the vision of these letter writers is that it is 
selective. They only see the cadet screaming at the sweet young thing or 
the non-reg walking across the grass at the Memorial Student Center. 
They only see the bad, never the good or the just plain average.

It is these average types that make up about 70 per cent of the 
campus. Whether Corps or civilian they generally straggle off to yell 
practice, football games and beer busts, though not with equal vigor.

They supply the volume to “Spirit” and the gas to finals week. 
Alike, they fling curses at the rain and add to the K.K.’s parking ticket 
fund.

The only big difference between the Corps and civilians is that in 
the Corps attendance is mandatory, but over in the non-reg territory 
nobody hassles you if you don’t want to attend. Which is the way that 
seems to work best.

So all you rabid letter writers take a look around you next time 
you walk across campus or go to a game. You’ll see bad, that we have 
no doubt, but if you don’t see the rest, you have no right to call 
yourself an Aggie. For if you don’t see the main, the real, typical 
Aggies, you’re part of the extremist 30 per cent, and don’t deserve the
name.

Listen up

Putting down the civilians
Editor:

Pertaining to “Listen Up” of 
Thursday, Sept. 23, and Sid Bed- 
nar’s letter to the Editor.

The civilian student does not 
know how to conduct himself. 
An example is clapping during 
the “Ballad of the Green Beret,” 
and yelling at Corps freshmen 
coming back from yell practice 
because they would not whipout, 
and finding enjoyment in it.

I understand all this jive about 
the civilians being just as much 
Aggies as thg < Gferps, although I 

net lobto® happy about it. 
But when fhe * cmlian starts in-
admit I’m

fringing upon the rights of Corps, 
by yelling at Corps fish, as it 
was done by not just a couple 
but many civilians, that is going

it gets but I don’t quite think 
that elevates it to the level of 
“Spirit.”

You do have a valid point about 
the yelling at fish. No one should 
yell at anyone for not doing what 
he himself won’t do.

But by the way, Richardson, 
removing hats in Kyle Field is 
not required. If you care to check 
THE BATTALION Nov. 13, 1969 
(which may be a little before 
your time, Old Army ’74) you’ll 
find that I do know what I’m 
talking about, unlike some people.

And as for your last statement- 
about the Corps first, civilians

second, pull your head out and 
face reality. You are part of a 
minority, and a small one at that. 
Just how you can believe that 
12,000 people should follow the 
boys in khaki playsuits (no of
fense intended to the Corps mem
bers who are there to become 
competent officers, not put down 
civilians) for no other reason ex
cept that you’re there, is beyond 
me, and most other civilians.— 
Ed.

Bulletin Board
just a little too far. And clapping
really shows a lot of respect.

And by the way Editor, an Ag-
gie takes his hat off when he
enters Kyle Field. But if you
insist on keeping yours on, kindly 
sit with the opposition.

Yes, civilian, you’re an Aggie
now, but still and always second 
behind the Corps.

Mark Richardson ’74
Just what is wrong with clap-

ping during the “Ballad of the
Green Beret” I cannot see. I ad-
mit the band plays it every chance

Tonight
American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers will meet in room 146 
of the Physics building at 7:30.

Agricultural Economics Club 
will meet in room 112 of the 
Plant Sciences building at 7:30.

Junior class will meet in the 
Architecture conference room at 
8. All representatives attend.

AIIE will meet to hear Dr. 
Wortham speak in room 207 of 
the Engineering Building at 7:30.

Baytown Hometown Club will 
meet in room 304 of the Physics 
building at 7:45 for an organiza
tional meeting.

★ ★ ★
Editor:

In Tuesday (Sept. 21) Listen 
Up there was a letter about the 
name Maggies for the co-eds.

In 1962 the legislature debated 
the name change for Texas A&M 
and went on record that the let
ters A&M would have no mean
ing.

At that time I wrote to both 
the Battalion and the Bryan Eagle 
suggesting the name Maggie for 
the girls so that the letters A&M 
would be meaningful.

The Aggies and Maggies should 
be proud that they are the ones 
who are significant to Texas 
A&M.

GIG ’EM MAGGIES
Bill Smith ’34

Tell that to a militant coed.— 
Ed.
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State Farm 
is still paying
big carinsurance
dividends
to eligible Texas policy
holders on expiring 
six-month policies.

U. M. Alexander '40 
221 S. Main Bryan
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FRENCH FRIES With A Whopper 
Or A Whaler And A Large Drink.

Note: You Must Show Your I.D.

Call In For Orders 
846-8007
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CADET SLOUCH by Jim Earle

“You mentioned that our course was 301, but I’ve al
ready had 301! Are you sure it’s not 310?”
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MANOR EAST MALL

DID JIMMY DOOLITTLE FLY WITH 
THE TEXAS A&M AERO CLUB?

For Information Call 846-5672

TEXAS A&M AERO CLUB, 111

M,.ICHAELJ. DOONESBURY is obsessed with 
the delusion that he is God’s gift to women. As 
the San Francisco Chronicle put it, “He isn’t.”

Why isn’t he? Well, we can only speculate. 
Perhaps it is because his advances towards every 
woman he meets arc usually characterized by all 
the subtlety of last winter’s Laos incursion. Per
haps it is his physical appearance, which to many 
seems the cruel product of multiple, albeit color
ful, birth defects. Or perhaps it is simply his 
enormously flawed personality.

Whatever the reason for Michael’s special way 
with failure, it seems intuitive. It also seems lobe 
something which thousands of loyal Doonesbury 
fans can relate to. Just plain folks everywhere 
applaud Michael’s lovable complacency and keen 
grasp of the obvious.

Michael J. Doonesbury has and will continue to 
stand as a symbol of hope for all the funny little 
fragile people on this planet who take themselves 
too seriously. It is entirely possible that he will 
become a legend in his own time.

He’s wild, he’s new, he’s
epoonesbury

DOONESBURY

IT'S HERE NOW IN
The Daily Eagle

To subscribe: call 822-3707 by Garry Trudeai
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FVERYhJHERB HE GO, 
YOUR MOTHER TAGS 

ALONG. SHE'S ALWAYS 
AROUND CHECKING Uf? 
NEVER LEANING US

WELL, Z VE HAO 
ENOUGH OF THIS 
RELATIONSHIP A

cdtS
\ J l —

 i__
_

GOOD RIPQA0
you uttlF 

tramp.'

PEANUTS By Charles M.
PEANUTS
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