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Policies explained

Some students around the campus seem to hold misconceptions
about The Battalion. Some of them are outlined in the letter appearing
in today’s “listen Up.” We feel it is unfortunate the misconceptions
exist and hope they are not shared by a majority of the student body.

We are charged with printing inaccuracies, half-truths and lies. We
strive to print only the truth, and it is hard. When we quote opinion, we
try always to give a source and tell why that source is qualified to give
an opinion. When we quote facts, we try to use reliable sources.

We have no double standard, either. Nor are we ultra-liberal or
new left. If anything, we’re slightly left of middle-of-the-road, but not
by much. We try to print what is interesting or important. We try to
keep opinion out of our news columns.

Aside from this, the editorial page, opinion to any degree is
permitted only in sports and women’s news, and then only within
limits; columns by the editors of those pages are an exception.

We don’t play partisan politics, nor do we attack the ROTC
program and Texas A&M traditions. We sometimes question policies of
the Corps of Cadets or ask people to think about what a tradition is and
why they want to follow it, but somehow that doesn’t seem like

attacking to us.

The article questioned in the letter was not even one written by
us, but one we quoted from another campus newspaper, one at
Washington State. To assume the opinion it expresses is the one we
hold is to err, because we do not print only that which we agree.

What it comes down to is that we like Texas A&M, and we want
to see it grow and improve. The opinions and policies we advocate, on
this page are those we believe will help move us toward those goals. But
our beliefs do not carry over (as best we can determine) to our news

columns.

Listen up

Bulletin Board

TONIGHT

Sailing Club will meet at 7:30
p.m. in room 110 of the Architec-
ture Building.

Intervarsity Christian Fellow-
ship will meet at 7:30 p.m. in
room 304 of the Physics Building.

Pre-VVet Society will meet at
6:30 p.m. in the Vet Medicine Sci-
ence Building. Activities include
having picture for the Aggieland
taken.

Junior Class Council will meet
at 7:30 p.m. in room 113 of Nagle
Hall.

TAMMBA will meet at 7:30
p.m. in the TAMMBA Building.

THURSDAY

Texarkansas Hometown Club
will meet at 7:15 in front of the
MSC to have pictures taken.

Texas A&M Motorcycle Club
will meet at 7 p.m. in the Social
Room of the MSC.

Pecan Valley Hometown Club
will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the Art
Room of the MSC.

Texas A&M Model Airplane
Club will meet at 8:15 p.m. in
room 202 of the Physics Building
to plan the spring contest.

Chemical Engineering Wives
Club will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the
home of Mrs. J. D. Lindsey, 1029
Walton in College Station.

Graduate Student Council will
meet at 12 noon in the Art Room
of the MSC.

The Civilian Student Council
will meet at 7 p.m. in room 3D
of the MSC.

Battalion column attacked

Editor:

The Battalion article Jan. 28
concerning the “evils of ROTC”
is replete with innaccuracies,
half-truths and outright lies.

First, any individual who would
voluntarily sign his name to an
agreement without fully under-
standing what he is signing cer-
tainly can't be categorized as
“bright.” It clearly states in the
contract that the individual is
subject to immediate active duty
upon breach of contract. “Bright”
people know that any contract is
equally binding upon both par-
ties.

Second, there are no lower in-
service standards than induction
standards. Physical and mental
standards for all are stated clear-
ly in appropriate service regula-
tions.

Third, the assumption of the
mantle of “conscientious objec-
tor” for cadets who leave the
ROTC program after one or two
volunteer years more than
smacks of hypocrisy.

I realize how popular it is to-
day for The Battalion staff to

attack anything that doesn’t
align with the ultra-liberal or
new left. This article is another
example of The Battalion’s dou-
ble standard in its publishing
policies.

In the past, Mr. Middlebrooke
has spoken of justice, of A&M’s
need to progress, of how “this is
the twentieth century” yet The
Battalion is replete with biased,
prejudiced articles typical of the
slanted, “yellow journalism” of
the nineteenth century.

Nevertheless, Mr. Middlebrooke
and company in one respect have
succeeded in keeping The Bat-
talion in tune with the times.
Attacking ROTC, mocking A&M'’s
traditions and conservative tone,
spewing out meaningless gener-
alities and rhetoric are all very
popular at universities through-
out the nation; universities like
U.T., Berkeley, etc.

“Ride on” (sic) Mr. Middle-
broke and company, and maybe
someday through your efforts
A&M, instead of U.T. will be
known as “Berkeley East.”

Greg Vernon 72

Cadet Greg Vernon is refer-
ring to an item in the Jan. 28
“From other campuses” column.
The item was quoting from the
student newspaper at Washing-
ton State University. The only
chance Battalion personnel had
to inject any opinion on the
matter was in selecting the items
In that

respect, the views may or may

to appear in the column.

not represent those of James R.

Jackson, who writes the Bat-

talion column. —Ed.
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“Where satisfaction is
standard equipment”

2400 Texas Ave.

Cbe Battalion

Opinions expressed in The Battalion are those of

Firemen school

gains Instructor

Charles L. Page of Alto will
join the Engineering Extension
Service Firemen Training School
staff March 1 as an extension in-
structor, announced Chief Instruc-
tor Henry D. Smith.

Page currently is chief of the
Alto Volunteer Fire Department
and store manager of the J. C.
Hill International Haivester
Dealership.

62 A&M papers
to be presented

Research papers bearing !
names of 89 faculty member®
graduate students will be gn
March 11-13 at the annual Ten
Academy of Science meeting
Nacogdoches.

Stephen F. Austin State
versity will host the meeting,!
which 2,000 representatives
universities, colleges and infa
try of Texas are expected.

CADET SLOUCH by Jim Earle

DON’S SALVAGE CENTER

SAVE ON THESE ITEMS and MORE
* FURNITURE = GROCERIES
< FABRICS = GIFTS

e AUTO ACCESSORIES
WE BUY and SELL

ACROSS FROM THE COLLEGE STATION WATER TOWER

ROBERT HALSELL
TRAVEL SERVICE

AIRLINE SCHEDULE INFORMATION
FARES AND TICKETS
DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL

CALL 822-3737

1016 Texas Avenue — Bryan
‘We've got to stop meeting like this!”
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the student writers only. The Battalion is a non-tax-
supported, non-profit, self-supporting educational enter-
prise edited and operated by students as a university and
community newspaper.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor must be typed, double-spaced,
and no more than 300 words in length. They must be
signed, although the writer's name will be withheld by
arrangement with the editor. Address correspondence to
Listen Up, The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building,
College Station, Texas 77813.

Members of the Student Publications Board are: Jim
Lindsey, chairman; H. F. Filers, College of Liberal Arts;
F. S. White, College of Engineering; Dr. Asa B. Childers, Jr.,
College of Veterinary Medicine; Dr. Z. L. Carpenter, College
of Agriculture; and Roger Miller, student.

Represented nationally by National Educational Advertising
Eervnc_es, Inc., New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and San
rancisco.

MEMBER
The Associated Press, Texas Press Association
The Associated Collegiate Press

Mail subscriptions are $3.50 per semester; $6 per school
year; $6.50 per full year. All subscriptions subject to 4(4%
sales tax. Advertising rate furnished on request. Address:
The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, College Station,
Texas 77843

The Associated Press is entitled exclusively to the use for
reproduction of all news dispatches credited to it or not
otherwise credited in the paper and local news of spontaneous
origin published herein. Rights of republication of all other
matter herein are also reserved.

Second-Class postage paid at College Station, Texas.

EDITOR ..o DAVID MIDDLEBROOKE
Assistant EAItor ..., Hayden Whitsett
Managing Editor ..., Fran Zupan
Women’s EditOr ... s Sue Davis
Sports Editor ifford Broyles

PIZZA

FREE DORM DELIVERY
PHONE: 846-5777

RALPH’'S NO. 1 AT NORTH GATE

SMORGASBORD

ALL YOU CAN EAT

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

5-7 p. m. —$1.50

RALPH’S No. 2 at EAST GATE

Open: 3 p. m. - Midnight

Saturday 'til 1 a. m.

Nnou,

TISSUE
SUXERDUS

NIDS. “w

EGGS
CORN

FOuGERS

REDEEM THIS COUPON FOR Limit 1

50 FREE
With $5.00

S&H GREEN STAMPS Purchase

With Purchase of 20 Oz. Size Or More
DOW BATHROOM CLEANER 89c Excluding
Coupon Expires Feb. 13, 1971 Cigarettes

REDEEM THIS COUPON FOR

W 50 FREE

S&H GREEN STAMPS
With Purchase of 14 Oz. Bottle
WOODBURY LANOLIN LOTION
Coupon Expires Feb. 13, 1971

REDEEM TBIS COUPON FOR

100 EXTRA

S&H GREEN STAMPS ©°nePer Family
With Purchase of $10.00 or More

(Excluding Cigarettes) [3W
Coupon Expires Feb. 13, 1971

PEANUTS

THEL/ (JANT ANOTHER ONE OF

THO5E 5CIENCE PROJECT THINGS
AT SCHOOL....60T AN/ IDEAS ?
NO, DON'T TELL ME..I HAVE TO
U)ORK THIS OUT MYSELF...

PICNULt

By Charles M. S(#

A SCIENCE PROJECT 15 ONLY
GOOD IF V00 DO IT COMPLETELY
5Y WRSELF.THANKS AMWtyCHt/Ck
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