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The association said the fig-
ures represent correspondence re-
ceived from families and friends
of the servicemen.

large outdoor pool.

Electrical equipment and pool
chemicals in the basement were
undamaged.

The outdoor pool was open but

Hijack prevention
proposed by aero student

Aircraft hijacking prevention
procedures that would fully util-
ize metal sensing devices for
“searching” passengers have been
suggested by a Texas A&M aero-
space engineering student.

Melvin E. Durley of Pittsburg
described the process in a report
for a senior aero engineering
course.

“It's an interesting idea,” com-

velocity pistols on each flight.
The weapons are powerful enough
to kill but are unlikely to punc-
ture an aircraft fuselage.

The airline also uses closed-
cricuit TV for crew members to
observe passengers, equips planes
to pump tear gas through the
ventilation system (for which the
crew is equipped with gas masks)
and wash room inspection each
time they are used.

Captain Beyer studied agricul-
tural economics here and was
commissioned through Officer
Candidate School. He was last
stationed at Fort Hood.

method

tion to the “container” system,
two or more security men could
be placed on each flight to pre-
vent a hijacker from using phys-
ical tactics on stewardesses or
passengers.

“This method may at first seem
inconvenient,” he said, “but with
methods as they are today and
hijacking becoming as political as
it is, this process is suitable. It
gets the job done safely and with-
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read, dismiss and develop engi-
neering-oriented ideas in the
seminar.

The problem with the ferrous
metal-sensing magnetometer s
that as persons pass in front of
it, objects such as keys and
cameras set it off, Durley pointed
out. In such use, the device would
indicate that virtually all passen-
gers require a personal search.

The A&M senior’s idea requires
passengers to remove all such
items, place them in “airline con-
tainers” to be locked and stored
in separate plane compartments,
before they pass the magneto-
meter at the entrance gate.

“Since he is supposed to be
‘clean,” several people may pass
through at once which aids in
fast boarding,” the student ex-
plained. “If a metallic object is
detected the person is removed
from the gate area and searched.”

Durley admits the process
would require passenger coopera-
tion, but believes it would deter
skyjacking.

Other methods researched in
his report are much more complex
and costly.

He said locking the pilots’ com-
partment, personal search of all
passengers and handling a sky-

FAA help needed,
A&M senior says

Product liability laws are be-
coming widely accepted, making
a manufacturer of an airplane
or a component part liable to the
passenger.

A Texas A&M aerospace engi-
neering major believes the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
should take steps to make the
flying public aware of its rights
under the law of strict liability.

“Strict liability means that a
plaintiff need only prove that a
product had a defect when it left
the manufacturer’'s control and
that this defect was the cause of
damages suffered,” explained
Jordan C. Gary, senior aero ma-
jor of Dallas.

With wider acceptance of the
doctrine of strict liability, it
seems the public is well pro-
tected, Gary added.

Many victims of air crashes do
not seek damages however, he
said. He believes it is because
of lack of knowledge about
rights and cost of legal suits.

Gary proposed that in an air

might be liable for damages,”
Gary listed in a senior aerospace
engineering research report.

The injury list will enable
persons to file joint suits, shar-
ing legal fees and requiring only
one court action instead of sev-
eral, Gary pointed out.

“This would save the courts
and all parties, including the de-
fendant, money,” he said.

“A report explaining product
liability laws would inform peo-
ple of their legal rights,” he went
on. “It should be written so the
average person could understand
it and would not contain all legal
details.”

The FAA accident report and
liability suggestions “would only
suggest possible action and re-
sults, and who might be liable
for the accident,” Gary indicated.
He believes the cost to the FAA
to instigate his proposal would
be manageable.

Gary, who was a pre-law stu-
dent and plans to enter the min-
istry, said liability laws protect
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