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Gil Feels Amazing Mets Have Room For Improvement M
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (A>)_ 

After the amazing success of the 
1969 New York Mets, Gil Hodges 
is retiring as a baseball prophet.

“I told the newspapermen we’d 
win 85 games,” recalled Hodges. 
“Everybody knows we won 100. 
When you miss by 15 games it’s 
time to quit.”

Nobody was happier than 
Hodges to have his spring fore
cast fall short. At the time his 
prediction of 85 was a daring

step. Until last season no Met 
team had come close to playing 
.500 ball.

“I really felt we became a ball 
club when we went on that 11- 
game winning streak in May, ac
tually May 28 to June 10. We 
started out five games under .500 
and ended up six over and never 
dropped below again.

“During that streak the boys 
developed confidence in them
selves and started to play togeth

er. When a club catches fire like 
that and gets that little spark 
there is no way of telling how far 
they can go.”

The Mets, of course, went all 
the way. Although they trailed 
the Chicago Cubs by 9% games 
Aug. 13 they won going away by 
eight games. They polished off 
Atlanta in three straight to take 
the pennant and beat back Balti
more in a five - game World 
Series.

“You can sense a different at
titude,” said Hodges, “not that 
there wasn’t a good attitude in 
camp here in 1968 and 1969. But 
now they have more confidence 
in themselves. They feel they are 
good.”

Hodges realized he will face 
new challenges in repeating. Last 
year’s dramatics leave little room 
for improving.

“Our chance is as good as any
one’s,” said Hodges. “I think we

should be contenders. Certainly 
we can win it all. It remains to 
be seen whether we will. Chicago, 
St. Louis and Pittsburgh are real 
contenders.”

Hodges shrugs off any who 
talk of complacency or fat cat 
attitude among a group of kids 
who just have their first taste of 
big money and the accompanying 
fame.

it,” he said. “Offense is where 
we can improve the most.

“It would be hard to see where 
Tom Seaver could be better after 
winning 25. But Jerry Koosman

can do better. Last spring he hat 
a sore shoulder down here atl 

didn’t really get going until Join 

but still won 17.

“There is room for improve
ment and I think the boys know

Read Classifieds Rail;

Trf 
ferrir 
tis’ li 

Ma 
a&m 
the s: 
He ei 
choloj 
younf 
holde:
auton

B

mm

;• DISCOUNT PGlCEf Ol
WrH i ££Aun aip*? '

VITAMINS
CHOCKS mTrp/CfM*., OQ
60 ct.

QWCOTTC*SW65
125 ct. 59c

A0UA VEIVA.
£i*vtlg}ioN usTfWce 99 c

L45T 09E 7^|

PPICE5 EFFECTIVE THUpSD/Vf- FPlPAY AnIP 5ATUPP/\Y APPH 3 AND 4 •1970'
vSweLye rcwo seeciese srape. . «JUICE JANiJjsA
BUSH-CUT PEUSHT ia.

Asparagus
SrcmY'S HTTED_ „ L-a NEW LIQUID Jl(W i a

CMERWE??2fe l» SUNPE&tws ' |»
Tomato

catsup
iSii

SANAA 5EEPIE5? pEDPlWyi

JAM CATSUP
200
2-ply

PUFFS FACIAL

TISSUE 4
iETASLES1*

we give ppuate gouP
POND STAMPS evgRY

STOWS
14 oz. 

btls.

Pep DEiiciOLi^ \ amivemouz \ wine^ap

APPLESAPPLES APPLES
MMepN |A IWMiiewJ

fancy s Lb. il %%
eiwmilT | PotAroe? i cabbct-?
Te

6 “ 29c| SKUn©/
L|PtOn1'5

TEA
*\Ql-
PK0.

TEXAS A&M
OGCAP- MAYER

iSo6NAS49
lunch loaf
SUC60 DLIV£.

LOAF PW3 59-
A&M HEAVY BEEF

CHUCK ATEAK
TEXAS A&M BEEF

CHUCK ROAST

Fresh Ground 
BEEF

3 lbs. $1.59
Extra Lean 

GROUND BEEF 
lb. 89c

Extra Lean 
CHUCK 

lb. 79c
SHORT RIBS 

lb. 49c

BEEF SALE 
MUOtfOOPOlCEtt 

le-03/

SLICED CHEESE
pl|V\l
AM m

PmAAHCAHALF
J-ENO'B ^oz9z£ OlOl

CHEESE. 1

FpeezEp. speci^uj

IOL99 6P0UND Beep 
101# FPYERS 

10 W. POHK CHOPS CcIuter) 
10 Wi- RANCH STYLE. STEAK 

TOTAL 40 IK ^ ^.95
wrappeo AT No E/tRA co^r

Peps
Cola

6 Btl. 
Ctns.

Limit 3 Please 
Free Sample Pepsi
Thurs.-Fri.-Sat.

Lb.
1- BONE BOAST A&IVI 
SWISS'STEAK s,toULDER 
QBAW STEAK TEV^:-K‘' 

R0U€P BOAST 
/VRPA P0A5T

a&m

HEAV-T KEF
BIADE CU[

leSSi STEW MEAT 

i* 79c CLUB STEAK RlB STEAK
to 89c SAv/OY 0POIL ST«\K 

IMPERIAL BPPtL STle 69c TEAK

1? .89c
is- tl'?

ie- f 1^, 

ie S&i

Gerber's—Except Meats

BABY FOOD EVERY DAY
LOW, tow PRICED

01ANT ISmil I

•-Y:,

4% oz. Jar

fMMfiOflOOOlLPfCOUPON SAV1■^cgTffMTOt
THIS COUPON WORTH

lOOflTEE dOLDSOMD STAMfS
ai oz CAN LY£SLCSW^Di5'NFeaNlt

gpfAr P'S6LY NN'06LY

/OOOOOOOO ICIMIT ONF. COUPON PKH.

5UN5VMEET „

PRUNE JUICE
TOMATOES

CWratT0 SOUP Sn‘
 ̂^ 0 0 8? 5 5 5 coupon' a

f 100 FR££ cmSofto^m-
^ WHB PURCHASE

MVATD

I-IC*0O?C

'$10 OR EYCUJ^lNG TOBACCO
‘ P1G6LY WH50LY ONLY0RYAM _______ ______

expires:' sat ^pr'l4' no
l . .<■ rT»Q*« TO YOU* SEOUL A SLY f AJtMIO SAVIM« STAMTS I I I

/OQOQQQljLA'IW.IT ONE COUPON PER FAMII-YI fl

pe/^Nut gurTtBi'«
ITrD5 ^ 3crj 69c 

5 efe 57c

mi

rnKMtfKwm
mmsM

^OUAH^TT TOT5 reserved

GOLD

Clas

i


