
At The Movies byMikePlake
“100 Rifles”

stars ex-football giant Jim 
Brown; Raquel Welch; and new
comer, to this viewer at least, 
Burt Reynolds.

It is the second big western 
for Miss Welch, who also starred 
in “Bandolero.” It does the same 
job of revealing Miss Welch’s 
fantastic ability as an actress as 
did that Dean . Martin-James 
Stewart flick. But “100 Rifles” 
does it differently; not only does 
it show just how bad Miss Welch 
is at acting, it shows just how 
good she is taking a shower in 
the semi-nude and spilling blood 
and guts all over the screen.

One of the best-known facts 
about this flick is the love scene 
between Jim Brown, the black 
policeman called Lydecker, and 
the brown Mexican revolutionar-

ess, played by—you guessed it— 
Miss Welch. After the first en
counter, she becomes his woman, 
explicitly.

THE PLOT: Jim Brown is a 
policeman trailing Burt Rey
nolds, a half-breed Yachi-Ala
bamian who stole $6,000 from 
a bank in Lydecker’s town. And 
Lydecker catches him. Then they, 
in turn, are caught by a power- 
hungry Mexican general, played 
by Fernando Lamas.

It turns out that the half- 
breed, Joe, bought 100 rifles for 
the Yacquis (who were fighting 
the general) with the stolen 
bank money. And that’s what 
the flick is all about, between 
hot love scenes and gory battles 
which saw Mexicans massacred 
in every which way.

Another good thing about this

movie is that it lets a real hon- 
est-to-God, masculine Negro 
man, the likes of Jim Brown, 
fill the starring role. It’s similar 
to The Scalphunters, only the 
white man (Reynolds) does the 
supporting. In fact, it lends cre
dence to the idea that black peo
ple may have existed in the Old 
West, and even further, they 
might have made real, honest- 
to-God heroes. Although you 
would never realize this from 
comic books, television, cartoons, 
or Saturday movie serials, all of 
which combined to make up our 
image of the old American west.

JIM BROWN has an aura 
about him. Like one of the audi
ence said last night, “He looks 
like he’s gonna run a power 
sweep.” And he does, several 
times, and his little army (they 
elected him general) wipes out 
approximately all the Mexicans 
in the world.

So that’s it in a nutshell: it’s 
full of gory fighting, has a few 
torrid love scenes, and looks a 
little like an American western 
made in Spain, a la “Fistful of 
Dollars.”

And it was.
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civilian side, do a fine job. There 
is also the matter of precedent 
to be considered. It’s very im
portant.”

Maddox mentioned that a new 
proposal will be made at the 
Senate meeting next Thursday.

“WHAT IT will probably be,” 
he said, “is the addition of some 
students to the present board— 
the exact number to be decided 
later. I definitely think students 
ought to have a say in these 
matters.

“I think students should have 
the opportunity to be judged by 
their peers. For that matter, stu
dents are often harder on student 
offenders than the administration 
would be.

“I am confident that we will 
effect some kind of change,” Mad
dox continued. “I think that some 
type of student participation is 
vital.”

CADET SLOUCH by Jim Earle

“It’s sorta a variation of a cuckoo clock to help me with my 
studying!”

John Platzer

Post Office Needs 
Massive Changes

“Neither rain, nor sleet nor 
dark of night can keep the post
man from his appointed rounds.”

What about outdated build
ings, equipment and methods, 
however? According to Post
master General W i n t o n M. 
Blount, problems such as these 
are causing the United States 
postal system to teeter on the 
brink of a complete breakdown.

“Everything about the postal 
service is archaic — the build
ings, the equipment, the way 
things are done. People are de
livering mail today the way they 
have always delivered it,” Blount 
has said.

“There has been little atten
tion to new techniques and new 
ways to approach problems.”

AS THE quality of the mail 
service has declined, the cost to 
the taxpayer has increased. The 
Post Office Department expects 
to handle 84 billion pieces of mail 
next year on a total budget of $8 
billion and a prospective deficit 
of $1.5 billion.

The only solution to the dilem
ma would seem to be the opera
tion of the post office by the 
government as a private busi
ness seeking profits instead of as 
just another governmental 
agency.

Blount says that his depart
ment is “the single government 
agency that can benefit most 
from the management techniques 
and the modern facilities that 
have been so successful in busi
ness. We just haven’t been us
ing them.”

THE NIXON Administration 
should be applauded for its stand 
in removing postmasters and 
rural mail carriers from the 
political-patronage system. This 
allows the post office to hire the 
best people available for each 
job instead of worrying about 
who knows which politicians.

Still more freedom and flexi
bility has to be given to the de
partment if it is to prosper, 
however.

“We just cannot continue to 
operate in the way we are doing 
now. Congress controls the rates 
we charge the public, Congress 
controls the wages we pay our

employes, and Congress controls 
the amount of funds available 
for capital investment. As a re
sult, we are hamstrung,” Blount 
says.

“WE HAVE got to have more 
freedom — the same sort of flex
ibility that any business or pub
lic utility has in its day-to-day 
operations.”

An example of how the postal 
department is tied down through 
governmental control is the way 
money is appropriated for capi
tal facilities. When money is 
appropriated to the postal de
partment, it is charged directly 
to that year’s budget. Industry, 
on the other hand, can amortize 
the price of a new building over 
30 or 40 years and the price of a 
new machine over 10 to 15 years.

Britain, which has experienced 
the same sort of postal problems 
as the United States in recent 
years, is going to an independent 
postal corporation to be run by 
businessmen rather than politi
cians.

THE UNITED States would do 
well to study the British pro
gram and to adopt its more suc
cessful aspects.

If everyone had the same at
titude as Henry David Thoreau 
(who said: “I have received no
more than one or two" letters in 
my life that were worth the 
postage”), there would be no 
problem. This is not the case, 
however.

The most immediate problem 
facing the postal system is one 
of direction.

“We have a more immediate 
problem: That is to bring this
Department — kicking and 
screaming — into the last third 
of the twentieth century,” Blount 
has said.

“If we can do that, we will 
have done something pretty dra
matic.”
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BUSIER AGENCY
REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE 

F.H.A.—Veterans and Conventions! Loans

ARM & HOME SAVINGS ASSOCIATION
Home Office: Nevada, Mo.

S523 Texas Ave. (in Ridgecrest) 846-3708

Call 822-1441
Allow 20 Minutes 

Carry Out or Eat-In

THE PIZZA HUT
2610 Texas Ave.

JADE EAST
if she doesn't 
give it to you, 
get it yourself!

Jade East After Shave from $3.00. Cologne from $3.50; and a complete collection of masculine grooming essen
tials. As an alternate fragrance, try Jade East Coral and Jade East Golden Lime SWANK. INC.—Sole Distributor

Be the first on your block to got the
Goezinslaws.

THE BATTALION
Opinions expressed in The Battalion are those of 

the student writers only. The Battalion is a non-tax- 
supported, non-profit, self-supporting educational enter
prise edited and operated by students as a university and 
community newspaper,

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor should be typed, double-spaced, 

and must be no more than 300 words in length. They 
must be signed, although the writer’s name will be with
held by arrangement with the editor. Address corre
spondence to Listen Up, The Battalion, Room 217, 
Services Building, College Station, Texas 77843.

MEMBER
The Associated Press, Texas Press Association

Mail subscriptions are $3.50 per semester; $6 per school 
year; $6.50 per full year. All subscriptions subject to 4% 
sales tax. Advertising rate furnished on request. Address: 
The Battalion, Room 217, Services Building, College Station. 
Texas 77843.

The Associated Press is entitled exclusively to the use for 
republication of all new dispatches credited to it or not 
otherwise credited in the paper and local news of spontaneous 
origin published herein. Rights of republication of all other 
matter herein are also reserved.

Second-Class postage paid at College Station, Texas.

Members of the Student Publications Board are: Jim
Lindsey, chairman ; Dr. David Bowers, College of Liberal 
Arts ; F. S. White, College of Engineering; Dr. Donald R. 
Clark, College of Veterinary Medicine; and Hal Taylor, Col
lege of Agriculture.

The Battalion, a student newspaper at Texas A&M is 
published in College Station, Texas daily except Saturday, 
Sunday, and Monday, and holiday periods, September through 
May, and once a week during summer school.

Represented nationally by National Educational Advertising 
Services, Inc., New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco.
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Monty Stanley, Jan Moulden
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Huddleston, David Middlebrooke
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PUZZLED ABOUT EMPLOYMENT?
Let a professional private organization help you, the ’69 graduate, obtain 
a professional status with one of the nations leading companies.
We specialize in college placements of Engineers, Scientists, Accountants 
and many other graduating students.

P.S. There is no charge to you, the graduating student, as our services 
are paid for by the employer.

EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 
• College Division •

V.*. V r «V./ 'O 331 UNIVERSITY DRIVE 
at North Gate — 846-3737

Jos. B. Collerain, ’37 
Owner

Tonight On KBTX
6:30 Wild Wild West 
7:30 Gomer Pyle 
8:00 Friday Night Movie — 

“The Shrike”
10:00 News, Weather & Sports 
10:30 Judd for the Defense 
11:30 Alfred Hitchcock

CANTEBURY BELTS

^tunics
y unibersitp mcn’6 toear
i 329 University Drive 713/846-2706 
[ College Station, Texas 77840

7:00 a. m. to 1:15 p. m. 
Monday through Friday 

11:00 a. m. to 1:15 p. m. Sunday

Enjoy Hot Biscuits for 
Breakfast in quiet 

comfort at

Peniston Cafeteria

DR. G. A. SMITH 
OPTOMETRIST
SPECIALIZING IN 

EYE EXAMINATION 
and

CONTACT LENSES

105 NORTH MAIN 
Downtown Bryan 

DIAL 822-3557

Insurance Company 
303 College Main 846-8228

No. 1
In College Sales

Fidelity Union

PEANUTS
PEANUTS

Wanna smile?
We ll send ’em to you 

to look at 
...and keep.

(actual size)

Wanna laugh out loud?
Clean out your ears and

let theGeezinslaws in 
to dirty them up.

(And they sing too, somewhat.) °

Capitol Records, Inc.
1750 N. Vine, Hollywood 90028
Please send me some Geezinslaws. The looking at 
kind, not the listening to kind. Offer expires May 
1, 1969.

Name
Address
City State

____£
Zone 6

________ i

IT'5 RAINING, AMP l‘M LOST ANP 
I CANTFINPMYMOVL.I SHOULD 

HAve STAVED HOME....

IF I (JERE HOME, MV MASTER (JOOLD 
BE BRINGING ME MV SUPPER ABOUT 
NOUL. WHAT U)AG HIS NAME ?

By Charles M. Schulz


