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Research Shows 
Big Grid Changes

(EDITOR’S NOTE: The follow
ing was researched, compiled and 
written by A&M’s department of 
information in the summer of 
1945.)

First record found of football 
as a competitive sport at the 
Texas A&M College is in The 
Battalion, student publication, 
for Oct. 15, 1893, which carried 
plans for combining the “two 
teams of last year” (1892) into 
one.

The Battalion for Nov. 1, 1893, 
has an account of a meeting held 
Oct. 27, 1893, of “those interested 
in football” to organize “teams” 
for the ensuing year.

Quoting, “It was decided that 
26 members should compose the 
regular team under the name of 
‘The A&MC FBT,’ and that two 
sub-teams should be created from 
this one, for the purposevof hav
ing enthusiastic games reguarly 
as to put themselves in readiness 
for any challenge they may re
ceive from neighboring towns and 
colleges. When the two teams 
have perfected themselves, the 
best 13 men from among the 26 
will be selected by the captains, 
and it will be this team that shall 
answer challenges from foreign 
teams ...” However, the Bryan 
Eagle of Nov. 15, 1896, refers to 
three football teams at the Col
lege, each seeking games.

THE BATTALION for Janu
ary, 1894, says, “Football at the 
A&MC is surely the coming game, 
judging from indications of the 
present. Two years ago, compar- 
itively no interest was manifest 
in the ‘scrappy’ game at all. 
Only last week was the game 
fully introduced into the College 
and (it) has met with marked 
approval throughout, not to say 
that football has no faults.” We 
regret that this issue of The 
Battalion did not carry the re
sults of the “introduction” of 
“last week.”

In the first few years that 
football was played, both between 
corps organizations and with out
side teams, the playing season 
began and closed later than at 
present, as on Jan. 10, 1895, the 
Bryan Eagle states “the team 
(1894) was still practicing and 
hunting games.” Contests then 
were not staged with about a 
week interval as at present. 
Sometimes a month would go by 
between games, then there are 
some instances of three games 
being played in one week.

IF THE elevens of 1892, 1893 
or 1895 played against outside 
teams, no record has been found 
of it. Records back of 1902 are 
scanty as all student newspapers 
and magazines were destroyed in 
the 1912 fire loss of the old Main 
Building. The Longhorn, student 
annual, was published regularly

beginning with the 1903 class and 
while these annuals have been 
replaced, they do not carry re
sults of games prior to 1902.

A&M evidently would play its 
“sub-teams” in some order 
against outside opponents as dif
ferent lineups and different cap
tains are shown in the same year. 
In some games, at least, players 
were selected to give a certain 
weight average.

The Bryan Weekly of Nov. 22, 
1894, carries the lineup to play 
against Galveston High School 
and say§, “this is not the heaviest 
team the College can put forth 
(150-pound average) but is ar
ranged to conform to Galveston 
weights.” Again for the 1896 Gal
veston game, the Bryan papers 
refer to attaining a 169-pound 
average.

PRIOR TO 1905 the letter 
awarded team members was a 
“C” for College. In that year this 
was changed to a “T” for Texas. 
Early teams were called the 
““Farmers.” When this was 
changed to Aggies is not clear.

Several of the earlier important 
games were played in Bryan as 
there was a grandstand at the 
Bryan Fair Park, while contests 
played at A&M were played on 
the drill field and spectators stood 
or sat in carriages around the 
field. For expenses of the visiting 
team a hat was passed among 
the spectators.

The present athletic plant dates 
from 1906 as the Longhorn stu
dent annual of that year has the 
following: “An athletic field has 
been completed this year, which 
is beyond doubt the best athletic 
field in the State, The fence en
closes 250,000 square feet, and 
a bleachers with seating capacity 
of five hundred has been erected.” 
College authorities had bought 
the grandstand in the Bryan park, 
hauled the lumber out to the 
College, and made the bleachers.

Dedicated Allen 
Guides Defense

If personal example can serve 
as a measuring stick for field 
leadership, defensive end Grady 
Allen will be a great one for the 
Texas Aggies in 1967.

Slow of foot and handicapped 
by continual injuries, Allen just 
grits his teeth, bows his neck and 
stays put at his defensive end 
post.

The veteran senior from Nacog
doches probably has required 
more tape than any Aggie gridder 
in history but as long as he can 
move he shows up at practice. 
They’ll have to carry him off the 
field to get him out of the lineup 
and, even then, it might be a 
struggle.

The

Chicken Shack
csCeslieA ^^ried (^hichen

Convenient Drive-In Window 
—Catering—

Open 7 Days A Week 
11 A. M. - 9 P. M.

822-3464 
1803 Texas Ave. 

822-9974

"ITS WORTH
GOING MILES FOR”

FIRST AGGIE SQUAD
Standing, left to right: Morse, Watts, Bittle, Mathews, Houston, and Martin. Seated, left 
to right: Burney, Peden, Altorf, Massenburg, Bloor, Coulter, Sims, and Ellis.
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CUSTOM
BOOT

MAKERS
BOOT & SHOE REPAIRING 

LEATHER GOODS 
GIFT ITEMS 
Justin Boots

Portage & Porto-Ped Shoes 
For Men

WESTERN
BOOTS

Made-to-Order
Makers of The Famous 

TEXAS AGGIE SENIOR BOOTS

^JdoiicL A d)nc.
A&M Since 1891

North Gate College Station

BASEBALL-FOOTBALL 
SPECIALS !

Black & White or Color, 
You’ll Save More at 

Parker-Astin’s
PHILCO
CUSTOM COLOR TV
with 26,000 Volts of Picture Power
• Transistorized Solid State Signal System— 

no tubes to burn out in the signal-receiving 
circuits

• Automatic Color Lock Degaussing System
• Big 267 square inch picture
• 6-inch oval speaker
• Gray textured finish on metal

71 SQ. IN. COOL 
CHASSIS PORTABLE

$0095Use P.A.’s 
easy credit

Attractive 2-tone cabinet, super sensitive 82 
channel tuners
Front mounted wide range speaker, 13,500 
volts of picture power. Ask for model number 
1228

}

ALL CHANNEL 
14I_SQ IN PORTABLE

Use P.A.’s l U
easy credit B

Cabinet is finished in Biege and Gray, solid 
copper circuits
Private listening earphone jack, ask for model 
number 2720

172 SQ. IN. BIG 
SCREEN PORTABLE

With Philco Rollabout Tele-Stand Free

use P.A,s $1 5
easy credit BI A# #

Advanced automatic picture pilot, 18,500 
volts of picture power
Front mounted controls, ask to see model 
number 3330WH

Use P.A/s Convenient Terms 

Easy Financing — 6 Ways 

Open Thursday Night Til 8:00 RYAN AT 25TH STREET

TEXAS AGGIE WAR HYMN MUSICAL 

HALLMARK 16 MONTH CALENDERS 

REVEILLE MASCOT FIGURE d£k“m

DOOR CHIMES

all available only at

^Qc^c^ieiand ^Jiower Of Shop piower
209 University Drive
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