Three TAES Men
Plan Resignations

Three men on the headquarters
staff of the Texas Agricultural Ex-
tension Service announced their
resignations effective Aug. Sl earl-
ier this week.

Jack H. Barton, since 1955 the
soil and water conservation spe-
cialist, will leave to join the staff
of the Federal Intermediate Credit
Bank in Houston.

BARTON IN 1960 was assigned
the responsibility for developing
the quidelines of a coordinated

program for the Blackland Prairies !

of Texas. The specialist was then
made coordinator for the program
now widely known as Blackland
Income Growth (BIG).

Dr. William F. Bennett, soil
chemist for TAES for the past

six years, will leave to become
chief agronomists with the Western
Ammonia Corporation of Dim-
mitt.

As soil chemist here, one of Ben-
nett's main responsibilities is
operation of the State Soil Test-
ing Laboratory. He also prepares
reports and recommendations
which are returned to thousands of
people who annually submit soil
samples to the lab.

LYNN P. PITTARD, soil and
water conservation specialist, will
take a position as distributor for
American Humates Company of
Midland.

Pittard has served on the TAES
headquarters staff since 1958.

Eager Participants
Max Johnson, senior civil engineering major from Freeport,
and Mary Jane McLaughlin of Bryan sing out during the
audience participation at Saturday night's hootenanny in
the Grove.
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Wildlife Professor Tackk
Problems Of Deer IndustiJ v

James G. Teer, in a new booklet
labeled “Texas Deer Herd Man-
agement,” tackles some touchy
problems regarding the Lone Star
State’s building deer industry.

The A&M wildlife management
professor, at the outset, clearly
identifies some of the varied opin-
ions among landowners, hunters
and conservationists—and nature
lovers.

Consider these comments:

“My deer are starving to death.
What do | feed them?”

“DEER ARE eating my water-
melons! They've already finished
my peas! Blasted critters! A man
can't make a living . . .”

“My deer are inbred. Should |
import some big South Texas bucks
to improve the size and antlers of
my native deer?”

“l don’'t know why the state al-
lows deer to be killed. They are the
most graceful, beautiful and stately
animals in God’s whole universe...”

In his gay-colored but dead-seri-
ous Texas Game and Fish Commis-
sion publication, Teer uses 70 pages
to outline deer problems and sug-
gest better management practices.
Dozens of illustrations by Charles
Shaw of the Commission give the
book a lighter touch.

Regarding “starving deer,” Teer

Teer mentioned eradication of
screwworms with mixed feelings.
The program means an immediate
boost to the deer population, but
the range forage continues to de-
crease, meaning less food for more
deer.

What do deer eat?

DEER ARE principally browsing
ruminants, Teer states. That is,
they chew cuds.

The bulk of their diet includes

stems, leaves, buds and bark of
woody plants such as trees and
brush. Weeds, grass, seeds and
fruits are also important food
items.

Not everything that is green is
deer food, Teer points ont. Only a
small fraction of the total plant
life on the range may be deer food.

How long do deer live?

Some live 20 years, although a
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