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“l can’t get over how nice they've been to us with all this

opposition to coeducation!”

(Editor’s Note: This is an-
other in the series of letters from
Africa by James E. Ray, who is
one of four Ag-gies engaged in
Peace Corps - type activities
abroad this summer.)

Dear Friends:

The trip out of Nairobi to
Kampala on Tuesday the 25th
was full of interest to an ex-
cited and eager group of Cross-
roaders. We were up early
enough to see a beautiful sun-
rise over the lush green and
yellow foliage. This was our
second consecutive sunrise of
great beauty though vastly dif-
ferent from the one over the
desert at Cairo. We very soon
became familiar with the East
African bus lines. Our special
bus from the Limaru Conference
Center got lost several times.
We visited the railway station
and the local bus service depot
before we got to the right place
to catch the bus for Kampala.
The scenery for the most part
along the route was not at all
unlike scenery in the U. S. There
wei®e a few unusual trees, plants,
flowers, etc., but | guess we were
expecting some sort of total
change. Banana trees and coffee
trees, some maize and sorghum
dominate the agricultural part of
the landscape and an interesting
and beautiful sight is the multi-
colored flowers blooming high in
trees. | guess the magnolia tree
is the nearest U. S. comparison.

Even more interesting from the
ground than from the air the
preceding day is the geologically
famous Rift Valley. From an
area of thickly vegetated hill
country we suddenly began a
very mountainous descent of
several thousand feet into a rela-
tively flat valley some 20 to 30
miles wide, which had only the
short, typically African, flat
topped trees dotting a gently
rolling grassland. Several varie-

ties of deer and antelope pro-
vided our first view of African
game—many were quite near the
road. Though we did pass near
an old volcano crater, the west-
ern edge of the Rift Valley was
very gradual as compared with
the steep and mountainous ap-
pearance of the eastern escap-
ment. The landscape became
more and more hilly and con-
tinued hilly all the way to Kam-
pala. On the bus with us were
many Africans and their farm
produce and animals. Also, we
were surprised at the high per-
centage of Asians—mostly In-
dians and Pakistanis—on the bus
and in the towns. The Asians
are the merchants and traders
of East Africa to a large extent.
All of the people on the bus were
very curious but friendly and
they offered us peanuts and
bananas. The bus made many,
many stops along the road.
Service stations and rest rooms
are unheard of, but people are
polite enough to turn their backs
or go behind any available
foliage.

When we arrived in Kampala
two hours late, we were informed
that the Youth Wing of the
Uganda People’s Congress got
tired of waiting with their rotten
eggs and had left. But two
newspaper articles were waiting
in the local papers denouncing us
as spies, neo-colonialists, and
hypocrites (because of the racial
situation in the U.S.). Wednes-
day, however, we learned that
this group is right wing, radical,
and irresponsible and that most
people heartily welcomed the
spirit in which we came. This
was thoroughly evident as the
day wore on as we visited various
giovernment ministers, the USIS

and U. S. Embassy, a welcoming
committee from Kisiizi (and
Kagesi District), a session of the

COACH NORTON’'S PANCAKE HOUSE

35 Varieties of finest pancakes, aged heavy KC steaks,
shrimp, and other fine foods.

Daily . ... Merchants lunch 11 to 2 p. m.

SR CTTTIITTTRTRTTANE

THE BATTALION

Opinions expressed in The Battalion are those of the stu-
dent writers only. The Battalion is a non tax-supported, non-
profit, self-supporting educational enterprise edited and op-
erated by students as a college and community newspaper
and is under the supervision of the director of Student
Publications at Texas A&M College.

Membe
McGuire, S

of the Student Publications Board are James L. Lindsey, chairman ; Delbert
ool of Arts and Sciences ; J. A. Orr, School of Engineering ; J. M. Holcomb,

School of Agriculture; and Dr. E. D. McMurry, School of Veterinary Medlciine.

[Tie Battalion, a student newspaper at Texas A.&M. is published in_ College Sta-

n, Texas daily except Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, and holiday periods,

eiptem-

r through May, and once a week during summer school.

Th
dispatcl
spontaneous origin i
in are also reserved.

MEMBER:

The Associated Press
Texas Press Assn.

Second-Class postage paid
at College Station, Teexas.

All
Address:

republication of all newsS
and ltcal news of
other matter he:

Represented nationally by
National Advertising
Service, Inc., New Ydrk
City, Chicago, Los An-
geles and San Francisco.

er full year,
on request.
Texas.

News contributions may be made by telephoning VI 6-6618 or ) or
editorial office. Room 4, YMCA Building. For advertising or delivery call VI 6-6415.

VAN CONNER........coooiniii e e
J. M. Tijerina.....ce

........................................................ EDITOR
.............................................. Photographer

Folk Music.
WeeklyDance
On Tap Soon

The regular Monday night dance
and a pair of back-to-back hooten-
annies are among activities the
Memorial Student Center Sum-
mer Directorate has planned in the
near future to help student forget
about the current Texas heat wave.

A stereo record hop will be held
Monday at 8:00 p.m. in the MSC
Ballroom. Featured will be a $5.00
door prize.

Admission is 75 cents stag, $1.25

per couple, and stag girls may
enter free.

After a few weeks layoff local
folk music buffs are scheduled
to stage a hootenanny in the MSC
Ballroom at 3:00 p.m. Aug. 4 and
another in the Gi-ove at night on
Aug. 10.

A spokesman said the Ball-
room will be arranged differently
from the way it was for earlier
performances. A makeshift stage
will be placed in the center of the
floor and the audience will sit in
chairs and on the floor in a circle
around singers and musicians.

The spokesman also emphasized
that these hootenannies are not
held just for the scheduled per-
formers. He asked that anyone
who can play or sing or both
feel free to join in.

Sound Off

National Assembly and several
other people and places of in-
terest. Also two articles reput-
ing the Youth Wing group and
welcoming* and explaining our
presence appeared in the news-
papers. Wednesday night Am-
bassador Deming had a reception
and cocktail party for us and
those Ugandans who had studied
in the U. S., including many
people in the government (two
ministers). It was a most in-
teresting and informative ses-
sion. We learned a lot about
historical and current, events, in
Uganda. Afterwards, we con-
cluded the evening at the “White

Nile” listening and dancing to
Congolese and East African
music.

More later,

James E. Ray
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Regardless of the size of your family , . .
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