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louch’ Originator Jim Earle Recalls Start Of Cartoon
(Editor's Note: Wednesday is 

^^^■arle’s brithday and The liat- 
■ is pleased to run the follow- 

’^■rticle, written last fall, on 
B of A&M’s favorite professors.)

By ALAN PAYNE 
Battalion Editor

Over eight years ago a small, 
jiasauming cartoon character first 

f^Bred on the A&M campus in 
re-bonfire publicity.

Today this character, Cadet 
lurm, is deeply embedded in the 

of present and past stu- 
>ntsL And Slouch’s creator James

H. (Jim) Earle, ’54, is one of the 
most widely known and enjoyed 
professors at the college.

For Earle, a slender, balding man 
of 29, Slouch’s road to recognition 
has not always been easy. But per
sistence, natural talent and his 
architectural training have par
layed the cartoon character into 
success.

Earle figures he has done around 
2,000 Slouch cartoons since that 
uneventful beginning in 1953. 
Sketches ai’e printed in every edi
tion’ of The Battalion, plus regu
larly in football programs, Aggie 
Talent Show progi’ams, athletic 
Department brochures, Former 
Students Association stationary, 
television guides for Aggie var
sity athletics and local store ads.

In addition he drew a daily “Bee
tle Bailey type” comic strip while

in the Air Force in 1955 and 1958.
Four books have been printed of 

his cartoons. They were publish
ed in 1954,1955,1956 and 1961.

^1-
“I had drawn some unrelated 

cartoons before, but never had any 
printed before the bonfire publi
city in 1953,” Earle explains. “I 
was just a senior then and most 
of my previous work had just 
been funny pictures.”

After the first printing of 
Slouch, the character immediately 
became a regular feature of The 
Battalion. Other jobs were slow
er in developing, but during the 
1954-55 school year, while in his 
fifth year as an architecture stu
dent, Earle was drawing two ad-
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FOR SALE
iw 185.t Ref iterator, $20.00 ; Kinmore wringer 

I Hr, $20.00; stove, $5.00. 503-A Cul-
after 6. lOOtfn

B 1958 Ford Ranch Wagon. Sealed 
vill be received in the office of the 

Itive Assistant until 10:30 a. m. Mon- 
llay 14, 1962. The right is reserved 

any and all bids and to waive 
Ind all technicalities. Address Execu- 
Lssistant, Agricultural Extension Serv- 
lollege Station, Texas, for further 

Bf-ition. 108t3

v White

[>nd
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w 256.30

■ 1951 model. 2M! ton International 
ister Xrue.k-Tractor, with trailer, fuel 
ling vtfith pump equipment, 2000 gal- 
ipacity. May be inspected at Easter- 
Airport, Telephone VI 6-60X1. Sealed 
ill be received in the office of the

less Manager, Richard Coke Building,
■ 10:30 a. m.. May 14, 1962. The right. 
Served to reject any and all bids and 
live any and all technicalities. Address 
(ess Manager, A. and M. College of

College Station, Texas. 108t2

White

[ Set

3W 66.25

- lOOi

Now
.... 29.70

Now
.... 27.00

Now
.... 13.13
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111 I960 Chevrolet Sedan, 4-door, 6- 
jler. (2) Transceiver R.C.A. two way 
I sets. May he inspected at Campus 

■ity Department, Telephone VI 6-5713.

■1 bids will be received in the Office 
e Business Manager, Richard Coke 
Bing, until 10:30 a. m„ May 14, 1062. 
right is reserved to reject any and 

ds and to waive any and all technicali- 
Address Business Manager, A. and M. 

fe of Texas. College Station, Texas.
108t2

irborn air cooler, model DEB 45C, 
J speeds, 8 horsepower, priced to sell.

108t4

4 Culpepper Drive, three bedroom 
■, cyclone fence, large lot, take up 
T in JTay and pay closing costs. Box 
I College Station. 108tfn

K TD MG (classic), new tires, top, 
Bl cover, paint, carpet. Completely 
^auled. VI 6-6672. 106tfn

FOR RENT
Completely furnished two bedroom house, 

ideal for two employed women or couple, 
air conditioned. TA 2-3619. 109tfn

Nicely furnished four room duplex apart
ment with garage, 306-A Second Street, 
College, VI 6-5481. 109tS

COLLEGE HILLS, across from A&M 
Golf Course, four room apartment, ideal 
for bachelors, nicely furnished, ample 
closet space, air conditioner in bedroom 
optional, adults only, $60.90 utilities paid. 
VI 6-5031 after 6, all day weekends. 109tfn

Two bedroom furnished house, newly 
decorated, nice shady back yard, washer 
connections. Inquire at 2508 Texas Avenue.

108t4

Air conditioned furnished apartment for 
two, close to campus, $50.00. Phone VI 6- 
6638 or VI 6-5711. 105tfn

CHILD CARE
HUMPTY DUMPTY NURSERY

Children of all ages, weekly and hourly 
rates, 3404 South College Avenue, Bryan, 
Texas, Virginia Davis Jones, Registered 
Nurse, TA 2-4803 108t4

Will keep infant child or children in 
my home. Contact TA 3-5129. 106tfn

Our nursery for children all ages. Pick 
up and deliver. VI 6-gl61. No answer call 
back. 42tfn

SPECIAL NOTICE
LET US HELP YOU select a Mother’s 

Day gift - personal shopping service, free 
gift wrapping, free wrapping for mailing. 
JOYCE’S, 608 SOUTH COLLEGE. 107t5

Electrolux sales and service. G. C, 
Williams, TA 3-6331. OOtfn

for finals in comfort! Swivel desk 
good condition. Call TA 3-6985 after 

. 105tfnr—

:lets

fct, trailer, 7% h.p.. Scott-Atwater
Bb canvass cover. Sacrifice sale—- 

■ng. Call TA 3-6985 after 5 p. m.L 105tfn

OR. G. A. SMITH
OPTOMETRIST

SPECIALIZING %
in EYE EXAMINATIONS 

and CONTACT LENSES

RYAN OPTICAL CLINIC
35 No. M A I N • BRYA N , TEXAS

SOSOLIKS
V., Radio, Phono., Car Radio 
Transistor Radio Service

3 S. Main TA 2-1941

TYPEWRITERS
Kentals-Sales-Service

Terms
Distributors For: 
Royal and Victor 

Calculators &
Adding Machines

CATES
TYPEWRITER CO.

09 S. Main TA 2-6000

Fish and picnic at Hilltop Lake, 9% 
miles on Hwy 6 south of College. Tables 
ind ovens, clean place. 69tfn

LOST
A grey plastic card holder billfold, with 

several ci'edit cards and student iclentiti'-a- 
tion card. If found, please notify Coker 
Lassiter, Hart Hall, Room 1-5. 109t2

Gray summer suit coat in one of the 
A&M dormitories. Reward. TA 2-6426 
or VI 6-5800. 106t4

FEMALE HELP WANTED
Waitress wanted. Experience not neces

sary, must be over 18 years of age, good 
working conditions. Triangle Restaurant. 
3606 South College. 108tfn

• ENGINEERING AND
ARCHITECTURAL SUPPLIES 

O BLUE LINE PRINTS
• BLUE PRINTS • PHOTOSTATS

SCOATES INDUSTRIES
608 Old Sulphur Springs Road ' 

BRYAN. TEXAS

AGGIES NOTICE
SAE 30 Motor Oils ........  15tf Qt.
Major Brand Oils .... 27-310 Qt. 
For your parts and accessories 
AT a DISCOUNT See us— 
Plenty free parking opposite 
the courthouse.

DISCOUNT AUTO PARTS 
Brake shoes, Fuel pumps. Water 
pumps. Generators, Starters, 
Solenoids, etc. Save 30 to 50% 
on just about any part for your 
car.

Filters 40% discount
AT JOE FAULK’S
25th and Washington

WORK WANTED
Typing - electric typewriter. Experience: 

Secretary, business teacher. VI 6-8610.
86tfn

WANTED
Children’s gym set. Call TA 2-0760 after 

5 :30 p. m. 108t4

OFFICIAL NOTICEb
Official notices must be brought, mailed 

or telephoned so as to arrive in the Office 
of Student Publications (Ground Floor 
YMOA, VI 6-6416, hours 8-12, 1-5, daily 
Monday through Friday) at or before the 
deadline of 1 p. m. of the day preceding 
publication — Director of Student Publica
tions.

NOTICE: GRADUATION INVITATIONS 
All Seniors that ordered their graduation 

invitations for the May graduation may 
pick up their order at Memorial Student 
Center Craft Room, Lower Level, across 
from the Barber Shop beginning Tuesday, 
May 1, through Monday, May 7, 1962.

Also all seniors that failed to place 
a regular order may purchase our extra 
invitations beginning Tuesday, May 8, 1962, 
at 9:00 a. m. at the Cashier’s Window, 
Memorial Student Center. These invitations 
are sold first-come, first-serve basis only.

Memorial Student Center 
Cashier I08t5

Regalia For The May Commencement 
Exercise

All students who are candidates for the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy are re
quired to order hoods as well as the doctor’s 
cap and gown. The hoods are to be left 
at the Registrar’s Office no later than 
1:00 p. m., Tuesday, May 22 (this will be 
accomplished by a representative of the 
College Exchange Store). The Ph.D. 
hoods will not be worn in the procession 
since all such candidates will be hooded 
on the stage as a part of the ceremonies.

Candidates for the degree of Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine will wear the doctor’s 
cap. gown and hood appropriate to this 
degree.

Candidates for the Master’s Degree will 
wear the Master’s cap and gown. All 
civilian students who are candidates for the 
Bachelor’s Degree will wear the bachelor’s 
cap and gown. ROTC students who are 
candidates for the Bachelor’s Degree will 
wear the Class “A” cadet uniform in lieu 
of academic regalia. Senior boots are 
optional with the uniform.

Rental of caps and gowns may he 
arranged with the Exchange Store. Orders 
may be placed between 8 :00 a. m. Tuesday, 
May 1 and 12:00 noon Saturday, May 19. 
The rental is as follows: Doctor’s cap 
and gown $5.25, Master’s cap and gown 
$4.75, Bachelor’s cap and gown $4.25. Hood 
rental is the same as that for cap and 
gown. A 2% Texas State Sales Tax is 
required in addition to these rentals.

C. E. Tishler, Chairman 
Convocations Committee 108tl6

HOME & CAR 
RADIO REPAIRS 

SALES & SERVICE

KEN’S RADIO & TV
303 W. 26th TA 2-2819

VACUUM CLEANERS 
SALES & SERVICE

1003 S. College Ave. TA 2-4143
(On East Side Weingarten’s)

HURRY! SUPPLY IS LIMITED! 
CASH OR TERMS

New 88 model Airways, list price $202,
Now with trade in, only _______ $100

77 model Airway, new motor & At
tachments with wheels. With trade 
in_____ _______ _____________________  $75

vertisements weekly for the Ex
change Store.

After graduation came duty with 
the Air Force, mostly at Dyess Air 
Force Base in Abilene. During his 
first year there, Earle was mail
ing Slouch back to The Battalion 
for publication.

Initial drawings depicted Slouch 
with big ears, a thin neck and 
monotone facial lines. Since then 
Earle made the ears smaller and 
switched from a speed-ball pen to a 
brush to give variety to Slouch’s 
facial lines.

“H don’t really know' how I 
came up with the particular char- 
actet for Slouch,” the creator ad
mits. “I just tried different char
acters until I found one that was 
easily recognizable from any ang
le. And, of course, I was try
ing to depict the average Aggie 
as he might look ‘cartoon-style’.”

As for clartoon ideas, Earle pre
fers controversial situations in 
which most students have formed 
opinions.

“In such a case I can take either 
side, make everything seem a 
joke and ‘relieve’ the situation,” 
Earle said. “I think these are 
probably the best liked by the 
readers, too. You can make things 
look just as ridiculous as you wish, 
and everyone will just laugh and 
think it’s a joke.

“And, surprisingly to me, I have 
received hardly any criticism for 
such cartoons,” he added. “Peo
ple even call and say, ‘Hey, you 
left us out over here’.

“People usually like to associate 
themselves with the cartoon char

acters,” Earle added, “and I try to 
accomodate them. Many also enjoy 
making the professor the villian — 
even the professors, they really get 
a kick out of those.”

Other general themes for Slouch 
cartoons are exaggerations, misin
terpreted terms and advertising 
of coming events.

“I guess the biggest problem 
is thinking up ideas for the car
toons,” Earle admitted. “There’s 
certainly no formula — I try to re
member things I have heard or 
seen, or just think up something 
imaginary.”

Earle estimated that he spends 
an average of 15 minutes per car
toon thinking up ideas. The act
ual drawing takes another 20-30 
minutes. Daily cartoons appearing 
in The Battalion are all done the 
afternoon before publication — 
some hectically, others leisurely.

“I guess the strangest thing of 
all,” Earle added, “is that> after 
finishing every cartoon, I feel I 
just can’t do another one. If I’m 
doing a series of five, I just could
n’t possibly do six. And if I’m 
doing only one, two would be out 
of the question.”

Even though well established as 
an educator, Earle admits he 
wouldn’t scoff at professional car
tooning offers, especially from a 
syndicate.

“Cartooning is like show busi
ness,” he said, “you don’t really 
know what it takes to be a suc
cess. I’m real fortunate at A&M in 
having an outlet for my work, I 
just hope people don’t ‘type’ me 
and feel I can do only Slouch car
toons.”

Just hand Earle a pencil and 
piece of paper, however, and he 
will readily prove he isn’t ‘typed.’ 
He can draw one of the best re
semblances of Mickey Mouse possi
ble.

“Don’t ..get ..the ..wrrong ..idea,” 
Earle cautions, “I’m real happy 
teaching. But a real j^eod offer 
from a syndicate is just something 
you don’t turn down every day.”

Aggies probably hope Earle 
stays around A&M for quite a 
while longer. Cadet Slouch and his 
cartoon friends would be hard to 
replace.

F&AUICL'l IT QoSSkI'T MATTfE TO 
I JUST UKt CZVSsApF*, ."1

Jim Earle likes to draw his comic characters around current 
situations, such as the above chuckle which appeared in 
The Battalion in conjunction with the heated discussion 
concerning whether to keep the shrubs in their places on 
campus or take them away.

Engineering Honor Society 1 
Holds Anneal Spring Banquet

The annual spring banquet of 
Tau Beta Pi, the national engi
neering honor society, was held 
last Friday in the banquet room of 
the Triangle Restaurant.

Dr. D. A. Dahlstrom, national 
president of the Tau Beta Pi As
sociation, was the guest speaker.

Also present was Robert .IT. NagU 
national secretary-treasurer of the 
association.

Attending the banquet were 26 
new members who had just been 
initiated into the society Friday 
afternoon. The new members

AMERICA'S FINEST JEANS

For more than a century, there’s only been one brand of jeans with this slim, snug cut—one brand of 

jeans with this super-tough denim, reinforced with Copper Rivets. It’s LEVI’S Jeans—choice of real 

cowboys in the arena and on the range. When you buy blue jeans, get the real thing—LEVI’S Jeans!

... Look for the Two Horse Brand leather label..« Look for the Oilcloth Ticket


