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Art for
Aggies’ Sake

By WELTON JONES
This column, in it present form, seems to be nearing its 

final days. At present, no successor has appeared.
Therefore, being in the midst of the spring period of 

inactivity, the bulk of what is left to this column this year 
will be expended on a sort of a personal, informal look at 
what may be termed “the Arts” locally.

Included will be some remedies and suggestions, some 
guaranteed to hurt but all offered with a sincere wish to 
improve.
Or at least drama of the home-grown variety.

Shall we began, today with the state of drama locally?
A&M is not so fortunate as to have a drama depart

ment. In fact, only two
courses are offered along 
this line by the English De
partment. Whatever else is 
accomplished or learned here 
is strictly on an extra-curricular 
basis.

No one thinks of drama here 
without thinking of the Aggie 
Players. And the Aggie Players 
cannot enter the mind unless they 
are steered by C. K. Esten, the 
human dynamo behind every suc
cess presented locally for years.

As a resourceful and canny 
producer, Esten has no peer. 
Under his leadership, the Players 
have developed a reputation for 
making do with what is available 
that can hardly be equalled any
where.

But, they could well be called 
“strolling players”, for they have 
no home. Neither the Music Hall 
nor the basement of Guion Hall 
are really suitable as rehearsal 
halls, and as for a stage—well, 
the players have done shows 
in at least five halls over the 
years, none of them sufficient.

Thanks to the financial success 
of many shows over the years 
and really generous budgeting at 
times, the Players do have a good 
stock of equipment and properties 
—but no place other than re
hearsal area to store them.

The personnel problem is no 
less severe. Due to the lack of 
credit for the work and the time- 
consuming nature of any dramatic 
endeavor, even students with the

best grades can rarely afford to 
participate as much as they de
sire.

Directors are another big need, 
for even when a capable man is 
available, as in the case of Eng
lish professor Sam Southwell, 
who directed “Macbeth” this year, 
they too must do the work in 
their spare time.

Solutions ?
First of all, Esten should be re

lieved of his other duties and, 
with his consent of course, be 
placed in charge of drama.

Then, a building should be 
given him, either Guion Hall or a 
new building to replace it. Until 
new arrangements could be made, 
the Aggie Players could operate 
the present movie house arrange
ment in Guion and use the profits 
for improvements or construction.

Finally, constructive work 
should be begun toward establish
ing a solid drama department, 
with credit given for work done. 
Instructors could be borrowed 
from the English department at 
first, and added to the Drama de
partment later.

Esten is known, both in and out 
of the profession, as a top drawer 
drama man. There is always room 
for another good school of drama. 
Local audiences have shown that 
they will support student produc
tions. Students have proven time 
and again their willingness and 
ability.

What is holding drama at A&M 
back?
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Private Schools Needed, Daniel Says

msr

JACKSONVILLE, Tex. GP) _ 
Gov. Price Daniel said here Thurs
day night there was a growing 
need for privately endowed col
leges.

He spoke at an appreciation din
ner honoring Dr. C. E. Peeples, 
who is beginning his 24th year as 
president of Lon Morris College, 
a Methodist junior college.

Daniel praised Peeples as “the 
type of college administrator who 
places quality and progress at the 
top and thereby has helped earn 
Lon Morris a reputation that 
grows stronger each year.”

He noted that the General Board 
of Christian Education of the 
Methodist Church has rated Lon 
Morris as one of three outstanding 
strategically located junior col
leges' in the nation.
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Letters To The Editor
Editor, The Battalion:

It is my feeling that people, 
both individually and collectively, 
have a desire to give and to 
help their fellow man. We can 
be thankful that our giving is 
voluntary and not government im
posed. When the cure for cancer 
and the eradication of polio has 
been accomplished we can say 
that it was done through our 
efforts as a free society.

In the instance where goals 
are not made the fault most likely 
does not lie in a reluctance to give 
but in the lack of sufficient and 
co-ordinated effort. It is an im
possibility for a small committee 
to cover adequately an area such 
as ours.

My suggestion is this: Consoli
date every drive under the head
ings of the Community Chest or 
the United Fund and have one 
drive each year. Have each com
mittee enlist the aid of all civic, 
service and trade associations. 
My observation has been that in 
order to get people to give it 
Must be a personal contact, and 
the only way to have personal 
contact is to cut the job into 
small enough bits that willing 
people will conscientiously do the 
job the way it should be done.

If the requests turned in by 
agencies are met with money 
collected in the drive then each 
agency gets what it asked for. 
If the drive falls short of its 
goal then each agency should be 
cut by the percentage which the 
goal falls short.

Sincerely,
Sidney L. Loveless, Manager
Central Texas Agency

LA THEATRE
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THIS IS MR.*.4%
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JUDSON C. WOMBLE

2601 Texas Ave. 
Bryan, Texas

Mr. 4%, an underwriter skilled 
in matters concerning life in
surance, is ready to help you. 
He represents the Jefferson 
Standard, the company that has 
never paid less than 4% inter
est on dividend accumulations 
and on policy proceeds lefr 
with the company to provide 
income, which is considerably 
in excess of the rate guaran-^ 
teed in its policies.

Mr. ft 9 m

LIFE INSURANCE CO. Home Office: Greensboro, N. C,

Over $1’/] Billion Life Insurance in Force
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“The Kettles On 

Old MacDonald’s Farm” 
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“The Badge Of 
Marshall Brennan”

With Jim Davis
SATURDAY

‘Best Of Hollow Mountain’ 
“That Certain Feeling” 

“The Delinquents”
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FRIDAY

“Flesh And The Spur”
With John Agar

Plus

“Naked Paradise”
With Richard Denning

SATURDAY
‘The King & Four Queens”

With Clark Gable
“ Bop Girl”

With The Mary Kaye Trio 
Also

“Battle Shock”
With Ralph Meeker
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THE TEXAN
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3204 College Rd.
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TODAY & SATURDAY 
DOUBLE FEATURE

‘Taming Sutton’s Gal” 
&

“The Wayward Girls”
Saturday Nite Prevue 11 p. m. 

Also Sunday & Monday
Richard Burton 

In
“Bitter Victory”

STARTING SATURDAY
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WHAT IS A PIG DOCTOR?

wiluah weber. Squealer Healer
LA SALLE COLLEGE

IN THE TWENTIES, up-to-date college 
gals wore raccoon coats, danced the 
Charleston and smoked Luckies. 
What’s the rage on campus today? 
Raccoon coats. The Charleston. And 
Luckies! The conclusions are obvious. 
1. Luckies were tops for taste in the 
Twenties and still are. 2. Smart smokers 
knew it and still do. So any gal who 
takes Luckies to a Roaring 20’s party 
is a Dapper Flapper! And by George, 
the boy friend who sports ’em, too, is 
a Couth Youth! Prediction: In the 
1980’s, raccoon coats, the Charleston 
and light, good-tasting tobacco will 
still be in style!

WHAT IS A FLAT-BOTTOMED CANOE?

EDWARD JAY. 
U. OF CHICAGO

Daft Craft

WHAT IS A BOXING ARENA?

ROBERT BUDNITZ. Fight Site
YALE

STUDENTS! MAKE $25
Do you like to shirk work? Here’s some easy money 
—start Stickling! We’ll pay $25 for every Stickler we 
print—and for hundreds more that never get used. 
Sticklers are simple riddles with 
two-word rhyming answers. Both 
words must have the same num
ber of syllables. (Don’t do draw
ings.) Send your Sticklers with 
your name, address, college and 
class to Happy-Joe-Lucky* Box 
67A, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.

WHAT ARE A COMEDIAN'S WRITERS?

Leonard busen. Laugh Staff
U. OF MISSOURI

WHAT ARE RUBBER TREES MADE OF?

DAVID PASHLEY. 
U. OF PORTLAND

V—\v~.

Limber Timber

WHAT ARE IMPOLITE CHILDREN?

GERALD FORT. 
U. OF MINNESOTA

Rude Brood
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LIGHT UP A light SMOKE-LIGHT UP A LUCKY!
Product of c//tl tfytcuzefr « our middle nameA. T. Cojf


