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Editorials

Compu Isory?
Corps leaders have shown their fear for the Corps 

future and are ^working desperately to preserve the body 
which they themselves can see slowly sinking-.

They are seeking an answer to the Corps' problem by 
urging that the Board of Directors restore the compulsory 
system to build up the Corps to its needed stature.

Is compulsory Corps the answer to the multiple prob
lems of the organization?

Under the present state of non-compulsory Corps the 
body is stronger because those who do not prefer military 
life may resign and become Civilians without having to 
leave A&M. As a whole the cadets are men who actually 
believe in the Corps and want the training it gives.

Under a compulsory system the Corps would be over
flowing with men who don’t have their hearts in the or
ganization but are not dissatisfied enough to leave A&M 
and go home to face derision from their hometown friends 
The Corps would have quantity, yes, but what of quality?

Continuing under the non-compulsory system, the 
Corps could make itself truly unique, having as its mem
bers men who truly believe in the organization and work 
for its betterment.

Civilian students could be an active group on the cam
pus, too, when organized, and could point with pride to the 
select group which comprises the A&M Corps of Cadets 
as all Aggies point with pride at the Fighting Texas Aggie 
Band.

The Corps doesn’t need to take a step backward and 
pick up the thing which our much respected past President 
David H. Morgan saw fit to abolish. They need to quit 
worrying about something they haven’t got and which did
n’t work before and start working for some of the things 
which President Morgan wanted for the Corps of Cadets

With compulsory Corps there would be a monopoly 
but would it result in betterment of the group or merely 
domination by them ? The threat of extinction should raise 
them to action- to improve their organization under the 
present system, but instead they seek domination with the 
compulsory system in order to survive. JT

Little Leaguers
AND

Teen Agers
GET YOUR

GLOVES & SHOES
At The

STUDENT
CO-OP

Apartment Filing Due
College apartment residents who 

wish to retain their present apart
ment for June, July and August 
without registering for a college 
summer session must report to the 
Housing Office and sechre per
mission, file their summer address 
and pay rent for June prior to 
leaving the campus.

The Fiji Islands in the South 
Pacific number about 320. Only 106 
are inhabited

Guest Editorial

Lunsford Says • •

(Editor’s note: The space below has been given to 
Cadet Colonel of the Corps Jack Lunsford so he may 
express his views.)

Slightly less than three years ago the Corps of Ca
dets at A&M was made an elective organization. There 
were some good reasons for the action. It could give the 
Corps a higher quality of men; it would make the Corps 
an elite group on the campus and it would take the pres
sure off the Corps from those who felt the failure of A&M 
to grow could be attributed to the compulsory military.

Theory and actuality, however, do not always go hand 
in hand.

Even though certain good has come from this pro
gram (it has made the Corps evaluate itself) the overall 
and outstanding effects are detrimental to the Corps, to 
the Civilian students and to the school as a whole.

I feel the Corps should be compulsory for the first two 
years of undergraduate work for several reasons, but none 
are valid unless we can agree on one fact—that the Corps 
contributes to A&M in the following ways:

(1) By developing its members into better men, and 
(2) by giving A&M a distinctive mark throughout the na
tion by having A&M something more than just another 
college.

Agreement on this fact will allow us to objectively 
evaluate reasons for having compulsory Corps.

The most obvious reason is that there is a great need 
for the type of leadership training which the Corps offers. 
Not just the military training, though that is important, 
but especially training in the ability to understand the prob
lems of groups of individuals, mutual loyalty to leader and 
follower, self - discipline, the ability to think fast while 
evaluating both sides, the ability to meet people and the 
ability to think as an individual under group pressure.

These are just a few of the qualities a man must have 
to adjust to our national society. The Corps then makes a 
man a better citizen and because it does, membership 
should be compulsory for much the same reason history and 
government are compulsory.

The second reason is that compulsory Corps will re
move the basic cause of the Corps-Civilian tension. It is 
impossible for cadets to feel other than that the “illegitimate 
non-reg” (those who are physically qualified, undergrad
uate, non-veterans) are merely parasites on the wealth of 
tradition and high standards which the Corps has estab
lished since Aggieland’s beginning. With this feeling 
there can never be student body unity. We must keep 
A&M “one fraternity, one brotherhood.”

The third reason, more complex, is that the Corps lives 
on its members’ believing in it—“Esprit de Corps”. If its 
members are,to believe that they are working for a worth
while cause, they must, over a period of time, see the re
sults of their work. But, generally, these results can best 
be seen as a reflection from those about us who are ob
serving our development and our product. Now if the 
loudest of the Civilian students because of their “eye for 
an eye and tooth for a tooth” philosophy continue to an
tagonize the Corps (ex. sitting on top of Bizzell Hall mak
ing* “comical” remarks during reviews), if a segment of 
the faculty (fails to recognize the value of the Corps’ train
ing, if the exes throughout the state continue their “laissez 
faire” attitude and if The Battalion continues to be “over
objective” in its articles, then the Esprit de Corps will 
suffer.

Compulsory Corps, on the other hand, will be a step 
in the right direction, showing the Corps that it still does 
and always will have its role of supreme dominance in stu
dent life at this college, not because of its past record, but 
because, through its present program, the Corps can con
tribute more to A&M than any other conceivable system 
of student organization. Jack Lunsford ’57
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FREE!
24-PAGE BOOKLET 
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DEPT. 781-13 
LOUISVILLE, KY.

The Battalion
The Editorial Policy of The Battalion 

Represents the Views of the Student Editors
The Battalion, dally newspaper of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of 

Texas and the City of College Station, is published by students in the Office of Student 
publications as a non-profit educational service. The Director of Student Publications 
Is Ross Strader. The governing body of all student publications of the A.&M. College 
of Texas Is the Student Pubiications Board. Faculty members are Dr. Carroll D. 
Laverty. Chairman; Prof. Donald D. Burchard, Prof. Tom Leland and Mr. Bennie 
Zina. Student members are W. T. Williams, Murray Milner, Jr., and Leighlus E. 
Sheppard, Jr.. Ex-officio members are Mr. Charles Koeber, and Ross Strader. Sec
retary. The Battalion is published four times a week during the regular school year 
and once a week during the summer and vacation and examination periods. Days of 
publication are Tuesday through Friday for the regular school year and on Thursday 
during the summer terms and during examination and vacation periods. Subscription 
rates are 53.50 per semester, $6.00 per school year, $6.50 per full year or $1.00 
per month. Advertising rates furnished on request.

Sntered ms second-class 
■tatter at Post Office at 
College Station, Texas, 
■ndar the Act Of Con
gress of March S, 1870.

Member of:
The Associated Press 

Texas Press Association

Represented nationally by 
National Advertising 
Service*. Inc., a t New 
York City, Chicago. Lorn 
Angeles, and San Fran
cisco.

The Associated Press is entitled exclusively to the use for republi
cation of all news dispatches credited to it or not otherwise credited in 
the paper and local news of spontaneous origin published herein. Bights 
of republication of all other matter herein are also reserved.

News contributions may be made by telephone (VI 6-6618 or VI- 
6-4910) or at the editorial office room, on the ground floor of the 
YMCA. Classified ads may be placed by telephone (VI 6-6415) or at 
the Student Publications Office, ground floor of the YMCA.
JOE TINDEL ....... ................................................................................... ............. Editor
Jim Neighbors ...........................................................................  Managing Editor
Jim Car fell .........................................................................  .....Sports Editor

McNutt. .....................................................................  City Editor
Val Polk, Fred Meurer, Joe Buser ................................................News Editors
Jim Bower, Dave MeReynolds, Barry Hart, Leland Boyd........  Has-beens
Joy Roper .............  .............................;....................Society Editor
Jerry Haynes, Ronald Easley......................'. : .......... -........... ........'.'"Reporters
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JACQUARD SPORT SHIRTS

Simply sparkling-! Our new lustre- 
weave rayons are getting the top billing 
of a Rock and Roll hit. This TruVal 
style has a well tailored continental 
collar, is easily washable and is modestly 
priced. See it today!

f7/, e ^xcltcmcie ^S/iore
“Serving- Texas Aggies”

Piano Recital Will
Be Given Tonight

A piano recital consisting of 
classical numbers will be presented 
by the piano pupils of Mrs. T. H. 
Thomas of Bryan at 8 tonight in 
the Assembly Room of the Me
morial Student Center.

One Aggie, Bill Libby, and ten 
other piano students will partici 
pate in the program.

Included in the recital program 
besides Libby are Carole Thomas, 
Shirley Gustavus, Nancy Lee Hol
land, Bobby Buatyn, Bobby Jacobs, 
Mrs. Robert Monk, Charlotte 
Brown, Judy Ferguson, Gene Potts 
and Glory Thielemann.

103 MAIN NORTH GATE

AGGIE OWNED

MAY
IS

‘Smorgasbord
Month’

at the
M. S. C.

IBMH
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

‘THE SCARLET HOUR’
with TOM TYRON

-plus-

“DAKOTA INCIDENT”
with LINDA DARNELL

While I’m trying the next 

case, take my tjrousers to 

be pressed at —

CAMPUS
CLEANERS

CIRCLE
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

“Three For Jamie 
Dawn”
Doris Day 

—Also—
“African Lion”
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/IN INSURANCE POLICY FOR ANY SlZ£ HAIO*
£UGENE RUSH- - COLLEGE STATION,TEXAS

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
20th C®ntury-Fox presents

TOM EWELL 
JAYME MANSFIELD 

EDMOND OBRIEN
XWe Girl 

Cant 
Help It

COLOR by DE LUXE
CJnemaScoPE:

-

[g rawg-

^JOHNS0N-a^ LAURIE
A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURE \

USED BOOKS WANTED
® Your friendly College Exchange Store is in 
the market for ALL the hooks you want to sell 
which are still current editions —

As usual we offer the highest prices for books
which are to he used at the A&M College during
the next 12 months.

• Many titles have been discontinued here, hut 
most of these have A NATIONAL MARKET VAL
UE* We have the buying lists of the Nation’s 
leading used book jobbers and offer you the top 
wholesale prices for these.

• We have no gimmicks - no deals - no tie-ins 
just plain fair over-the-counter dealing.

• All we ask is that you get our prices before 
selling.

The Exchange Store
Serving Texas Aggies
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