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be? There are so many interesting and engrossing topics that would provide 
an entertaining and educational medium. Our library though small has any 
number of new books that could be read, afterwards providing an additional 
subject for discussion. The daily papers carry the current news and many 
other items which are always of interest, but yet, whenever a group of A. 
and M. men congregate on the campus, the conversation drifts towards the 
obnoxious.
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INTERCOLLEGIATE PROFESSIONALISM

For some years, rumors have continually gone the rounds to the effect 
that some of the schools in this state were enticing high school athletes to 
enter their halls of learning and in return for their athletic services would 
be given a splendid “position” whereby they would be able to earn their ex
penses. Personally we did not think that this could be true, especially as 
several of the denominational schools were involved in the accusuations. 
However, within the last year these rumors have become more persistent than 
ever, in fact they have ceased to be mere rumors as absolute proof has been 
obtained time and again to substantiate the accusuations.

The former letter men of A. and M., the Aggie athletes of the days 
gone by, in formal session here on the occasion of the dedication of the new 
memorial gymnasium, denounced the practice of buying athletes for A. and 
M. and went so far as to denounce any school that followed this practice. 
Since this action was taken by the wearers of the Aggie “T,” the student 
body of Aggieland has anxiously awaited a similar action from the other 
colleges and Universities in the state. Instead, the outstanding high school 
men of the state are still being bought and the salaries are running higher.

There is a conference rule that forbids the coaches and athletic depart
ments of the institutions forming the conference, from soliciting the high 
school men either verbally or through writing, in an endeavor to influence 
the stars to enter their schools. It is a splendid rule and is being lived up to 
by those whom it influences, for the coaches can not afford to take the 
chance. But the rule has done nothing to eliminate the disgusting practice 
of paying athletes to attend college to participate in athletics instead of get
ting an education—the primary aim of higher learning. There is no rule that 
prohibits a friend or alumnus or even business men from paying an athlete’s 
way through school. An athlete who really works his way through college is 
to be commended, but a man who will receive money upon the fictitious pre
tense of working his way through school is to be denounced and should be 
barred from intercollegiate participation.

The time has come when a high school man, upon being asked where 
he is going to school next year, will reply: “To whatever college makes me 
the best offer.” College athletes are supposed to be amateurs but whenever 
an amateur receives remuneration for his athletic ability, he enters a new 
class—the ranks of the professional. It is regrettable that some of the de
nominational schools, that are supported and maintained by the different re
ligious sects, are listed among the chief offenders of this deplorable prac
tice.

Jinx Tucker, of the Waco News-Tribune, prominent sport writer of the 
Southwest and a firm believer in clean athletics in the colleges and high 
schools, has devised a plan whereby this evil can be eliminated.

He proposes for the conference officials to employ detectives to deter
mine who is receiving money for athletic participation. And if a man is 
found to be receiving pay to go to college, he should be declared ineligible 
for intercollegiate athletic competition in the Southwest as well as any 
other conference. “After a number of stars had been declared ineligible by 
this method, perhaps the new crop of high school athletic stars would be 
willing to go to college for an education instead of a salary.”

This is a matter that needs immediate attention for if the present cir- 
circumstances continue to exist, intercollegiate athletic competition will cease 
between colleges and only the intramural athletics will survive. The public 
upon whom collegiate athletics are dependent bath financially and morally, 
are becoming disgusted at the present state of affairs and soon will refuse 
to patronize the various games.

“BULL PENS” THE CURSE OF A. & M.

Have you ever stopped to think of the wasted hours spent either telling 
or listening to some wild tale that had no sense to it, and which was im
pressed on your memory only for a short while? You probably heard the 
laughing and talking in the next room and went in there just for a few min
utes to see who was there; you listened to a few of the latest jokes and be
fore you left, the bunch expected you to tell at least one good hot one. In 
this pleasant manner two or three hours slipped by, taps was sounding and 
with it came the thought of the lessons that should have been prepared. 
Then is the time to taks stock, see what you have gained from the evening’s | 
entertainment.

The trouble lies not in the evening having been spent in pleasant con
versation but in the subjects that were discussed. Tradition decrees that 
the subject for “Bull Pens” be light or even a bit shady. But why sholu dthey j

If “Bull Pens” continue to take and waste as much time in the future as 
in the days gone by, our scholastic standard has reached the pinnacle; we 
will continue to be as narrow as we are today. College men should have sense 
enough to abolish those things which are injurious to themselves. Let’s do 
away with “Bull Pens.” A Contribution.
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