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Prarie Film walk to be repaired
Sun Theatres

846-9808<

By SCOTT D. HARING
Battalion Reporter

Some of the crumbling sidewalks on campus will get a face-lift as 
soon as the weather breaks, says Gene Ray, director of the Grounds 
Maintenance Department at Texas A&M.

Work will begin “when we get dry weather and proper tempera­
tures,” Ray said. It will take two weeks of no rain to dry out the 
ground.”

The problem is with a surface called Prarie Film, an epoxy-pebble 
misused for paving pedestrian areas. It was first used here in the fall 
of 1975.

“As long as you follow the directions, it’s a good product,” Ray said.
But that’s where the difficulty lies. Some areas, most notably a 

section north of the Academic Building, have crumbled. Barricades 
in the area north of the Academic Building divert pedestrians, and 
one path of wooden boards allows safe passage across it.

Ray said that section was the first one done by contractors in 1975, 
and their lack of experience may have contributed to the deteriora­
tion.

Prarie film must be mixed between 65 and 90 degrees, or it won’t 
set properly, Ray said. There can’t even be the slightest film of water, 
and the base must be the correct thickness and composition.

The Grounds Maintenance Department will do its own repair 
work, which Ray said may last into the summer. Ray said his depart­
ment has put down nearly 10,000 square feet of Prarie Film without 
having to patch any of it.

In addition to the area north of the Academic Building, Ray said 
there are plans to do work along Ross Street and Joe Routt Boulevard. 
A number of small holes scattered over campus will also be patched.

The contractor’s guarantee on the work lasted only for a year, so 
the repair work will be done at University expense. Ray said the cost 
will run in the thousands of dollars.

Ray is still a big fan of Prarie Film, though. Not only does it provide 
a good surface for foot traffic, but its porous surface lets water down to 
the roots of the trees, keeping them from being destroyed by 
progress.
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This area of Prarie Film north of the Academic 
Building is the first scheduled for repair by the 
University. When it’s in good shape, it

provides a sturdy surface for foot traffic and 
allows water to seep down to trees’ roots.
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Hamburger price may rise to $2
The retail price of ground beef 

more than doubled in Dallas last 
jear; in Houston, the jump was 93 
percent.

Beef experts predict ground beef 
prices will continue to increase in 
Texas, the nation’s richest cattle 
producing state. Ground beef prices 
are expected to hit $2 a pound or 
more in certain areas of Texas, says 
Dr, Edward Uvacek, a Texas A&M 
University cattle economics expert.

Ground beef, the staple of the 
food budget, sold for $1.94 a pound 
in Dallas supermarkets the second 
week in February, according to a 
survey by the National Cattleman’s 
Association.

A year ago, the price in Dallas 
was 92 cents a pound. In Houston 
stores hamburger averaged $1.62 a

pound in mid-February; a year ago 
it was 84 cents.

“Consumers must expect retail 
prices of ground beef to continue to 
increase,” says Uvacek, a livestock 
marketing specialist for the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service 
here. “I suspect we will hit a peak 
by summer, but I don’t expect the 
price to come down for the next year 
or so.”

Uvacek says ground beef prices 
will rise another 25-50 cents a 
pound by midsummer both 
statewide and nationally. That 
would put the national average at 
close to $2 a pound. The average 
price in Texas could be substantially 
more than $2, he says.

The cattlemen’s survey of 19 
cities across the nation showed

ground beef currently selling for 
$1.50 a pound.

Accelerated beef production 
began about four years ago when 
cattlemen began liquidating herds, 
Uvacek says.

Many of the breeding cattle were 
going on the block for hamburger 
and the cold cut market. The effect 
was to hold down ground beef 
prices.

“Now we are in the buildup phase 
of the cattle cycle and very few of 
the breeding cows are going to 
slaughter,” he says. “With fewer of 
this type of cattle being processed, 
prices are naturally going to rise as 
long as demand for ground beef con­
tinues.

“We are about to enter an un­
usual period in the cattle cycle.

Prices of the choice cuts will move 
up, along with even higher prices 
for ground beef,” he says.

Uvacek also expects meat pro­
cessors and many fast-food outlets 
will be forced by economics to in­
crease the use of extenders in the 
product they sell. The extenders, 
primarily soybean by-products are 
normally used to produce a 75 per­
cent ground beef, 25 percent soy 
protein mix that competes with 
straight ground beef.

The cattle economist notes one of 
the primary causes of the upward 
push in overall beef prices has been 
the demand for hamburger. 
Ground beef is now used exten­
sively in homes and is the mai 
product of fast-food outlets. More 
than 25 percent of the total beef car

cass is ground beef.
As hamburger prices rise sharply, 

so does the overall average beef 
price.
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U.S. marine captured by Iranians 
begins rest at home after ordeal

United Press International
LANSDALE, Pa. — Marine Sgt. 

Kenneth Kraus, who received a 
liero s welcome on his return to the 
Dnited States, Saturday began a 
15-day leave to rest from his capture 
liy leftist guerrillas in Iran.

Kraus, 22, was greeted hy his 
mother, fiancee, three sisters. Navy 
Secretary W. Graham Claytor, 
Marine Corps Commandant Gen. 
Louis Wilson and others during full 
military ceremonies Friday on his 
arrival at Andrews Air Force Base 
near Washington.

Later Kraus and his family were 
ilown back to the Willow Grove 
Naval Air Station in Montgomery 
County, Pa., and driven to his home

Upper Gwynedd Township. They 
arrived early Friday night.

In contrast to the fanfare at An­
drews where Kraus received a Navy 
commendation medal and a Purple

only a hand­
saying: “Welcome

Heart, there 
painted sign 
Home Ken.”

The sign was unfurled by a group 
of neighborhood boys as the Kraus 
family drove up in three Marine 
Corps cars.

Kraus said he plans “to stay at 
home with my family and do some 
visiting with the neighbors,” during 
his leave.

Kraus, who was part of the 
Marine Corps detachment assigned 
to the U.S. Embassy in Iran when it 
was attacked Feb. 14, said he will go 
if he is given another embassy as­
signment.

“Wherever they send me, I’m 
going to go,” said Kraus, a graduate 
of the Valley Forge Military

Academy and the Marine security 
guard school.

Kraus was wounded in the attack 
on the embassy and was hos­
pitalized. He later was kidnapped 
by four leftist guerrillas and whisked 
away blindfolded while in his 
pajamas.

Later during an eight-minute trial 
conducted by his captors, he was 
sentenced to death for his actions in 
guarding the embassy during the at­
tack.

Negotiations later won his release 
and his eventual return to the 
United States.

Kraus said that during his captiv­
ity, “I was the only American there 
and I was scared.’

He said his return home was “al­
most a miracle. I can hardly believe 
it.”
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Look Into 
Your Future

Thousands of 
career opportunities 
are listed daily in the 
nation’s largest 
CLASSIFIED ad 
section. Keep 
abreast of the 
changing job market 
with The Houston 
Chronicle, Texas’ 
largest newspaper.

1/2 price
for students, faculty 

and staff.

Entire semester for 
$5.45 (Feb. 26-May
H).

Call 693-2323 or 
846-0763 to start 
HOME or DORM 
DELIVERY 
immediately.

Houston
Chronicle

News you can use.

'Every company claims 
to be unique...

So what's so different about 
Spectra-Rhysics?"

The
facts are:
Spectra-Physics was the first 
company to produce com­
mercial gas laser, and is now 
the largest manufacturer of 
lasers in the world.

In each of the last five years 
Spectra-Physics has created 
or entered a newfield of laser 
technology.

Being the largest, and the 
first, has created unparalleled 
growth. For the last 10 years 
Spectra-Physics has grown 
an average of 29.4% each 
year! Even during the ‘74-‘75 
recession, the company grew 
14.4%.

Continued growth means career oppor­
tunities in the exciting fields of laser 
technology and chromatography.

Campus
interviews

Our recruiter will be at Texas A & M on Friday, March 2, 1979. 
If you are working toward a BS in Civil Engineering, Elect­
rical Engineering, Industrial Engineering, or Mechanical 
Engineering, come and see us.
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